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Inter - State Commerce Commuslon
Fuads Steady Tendency of Liti-
gation to Expand

INCREASING ITS STAFF

Scopc ol Lnt Year's Work Compared With Year P
for ' Enlarg t of Number
of Cana: Heard—Several Classes of Con-
tests—vAnalysis of Situation.
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Washington, D.C., February 17.—Instead of gra-

dually curtailing the scope of its labors as railroad
questions of the broader sort are disposed of, the
Interstate Commerce Commission is enlarging its ac-
tivities in many directions. This fact has been made
clearly apparent by testimony offered by officers and
members of the Commission in a statement before the
Appropriations, recently made
the Secretary of

House Committee on
public. In response to a question.
the Commission said that there had been during the
past year 35 special investigations, 8 of these as a

result of resolutions of the nate, 3 by request of the

House Committee on Interstate Commerce, one a con-
while the rest were undertaken

There wi

tinuing investigation,

of the Commission’s own motion an in-

erease of 139 formal complaints as compared Wwith
last yvear During the year ending December 31, 1914,
there were 1,163 complaints, as winst 1,030 in 1913
During the last four months of the year there were

> 815 hearings, as compared with 545 during the same
months a year ago. or an increase of 270 hearings
An addition of 18 attorneys tu the staff at a total
salary of $77.120 per annum was another element in
the situation

L2 Growth of Litigation.

mile ha
Tlar-

striking showing thus

or
aroused no little interest.

course the

When Commissioner

lan was before the, Committee on Apprc priations. the

case was clearly put to him. questions being raised

whether the legislative conditions were such as in any

way to invite contention He was ed whetlhe

danger of

1 orail- |

under existing circumstances there was

more and more litigation hetween shipper

whether there was a chance of gettin

of that

establishment of more equitable

road, and

the point where warfare sort  would slacken

by reason of the con-

Commis: Harlan sought to explain the

ditions. oner

situation on the ground that pending cases involve
broader and broader issues: that shippers are look-
. ing into rates more carefully than they used to: that
traffic managers are employed by many concerns:

and that there is a better understanding of the work of

the Commission and of the scope of its power to secure

an adjudication of disputed issues. Other circum-

stances of like nature are mentioned by others, but

the fact remains that instead of establishing a statle
of things in which railroad questions
tively quiescent and settled the drift
toward a larger volume of controversy
even though

are compata-

seems to be
and difference
of opinion, this, as suggested hy Mr,
Harlan, may be due to a better
shippers of the possibilities of defending their
tions under the law.

Unnecessary Controversy.

understanding by

posi-

That there is
cial

a good deal of unnecessary or tifi-

controversy is also believed by many persons.

During the committee consideration already referred
to, Representative Sherley asked Mr. Harlan “‘Are
you not really having a situation where the com-

mercial clubs and boards of trade of varions cities of
the country are hiring men
is to find some way in which they can either do away
with what they think is an inequality
vantage over some competitive
.tically the shipping frate
tocal combinations for the purpose of litigating rate-
making, so that they may
ferentials?” That the
Mr. Sherley was fully admitted by
Harlan for he said in reply
so"'—then went on to say

whose chief occupation

or get an ad-

city, and that prac-

rnity has gone into various

different rates and dif-

case is as thus suggested by
Commissioner
that is
that are
now coming before the Commission are brought by
shippers’ associations or which have hired
rate experts, often from the railroads and sometimes
from the Government service, to look into the rates of
particular communities, find
inequalities and discriminations exist and to
them to the attention of the Commission.
also that there are many
or. “audit companies”

“Undouhtedly

that many cas

leagues,

and to out what rate
bring
It appears
independent claim bureaus
that go to shippers and ask
for their expense bills, often discovered overcharges

and ultimately filing petitions for reparation. Such
bureaus are compensated 6n a percentage of all money
recovered. This tends to
cases before the Commission,
. such suits are practically- always pending.

Character of Contests.
The ca:c;5 before the Commission are
less and less degree with rebates, and to a greater
and greater degree with the larger problems of dif-
ferentials between places, general issues like the five
per cent. rate case, and others of a similair nature.
This means that the Commission has to have a la rger
staff than formerly, keep it constantly at
work. During the past year, for example, the only
special or outside counsel employed was Louis D.
Brandeis, of Boston (engaged on the five per cent,
case), who received $11,600 for salary and expenses.
While, however, rebate work has fallen off and dif- |
ferentials have largely taken first place, there are|
atill many claims for damage in transit that repre-,
" sent (probably) concealed rebates. Other dnmage'
claims are excessive or fraudulent. Complaints re-r
garding coal car distribution have been numerous but '

~ are now slacking off. . The acecounting practices of |
the roads receive a good deal of attention from the
Canmluion, aithough the lines are co-operating more
nd more with the Government officers. Deprecla-

. tion problems are also numerous, and the eqwhuah-
“ment of reciprocal relations between roads calls for
& good deal of study and adjustment.  Safety de- |
vice work also requires the service of a r:om;h'lerableI

; staff, and the same is true of boller inspection. The |
., activities of the C are doubtedly ex-
panding largely, there having been during 1914 an|
inerease of about 13 per cent, in the number of persons |

-~ employed on the staff and of about 25 per cent.-in |

salaries,
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" Albany, February 18.— The Mills ‘Corporation, ofi
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Present Year.

i Messrs. Wood, Gundy and Company, of

"turea on a basis to yleld 4.90 per cent.
cent, according to maturity.

The City of Ottawa has the dlsunct advantage of |

being the capital of the l)umlnlon of

re- qthns feature is a permzanent asset that :s m no’ wm-'
jeopardized by whatever unfortungte conditions may
arise and prevail in other cities. “The Federal (vcn-,

5,000 people, and t
5,000, The

ernment employs over
| numbering nineteen, cost §2
| roll amounts to $5.135,000.

i There is a. movement on
to make Ottawa and the
urbs a Federal district, similar to that,
:m‘ Washington, D.C,,
district would be
pointed by the [ederal Government.” In
pal election of 1914 the question was v,

passed by a large

majority

has been appointed by the Government
the matter,and it is expected that someth
inite nature in this connection will tak
year.

According to the records of the Ottaw
orities, this is the most atiractive price a

of Ottawa securities have
fact that the is the
Canada, and that its finance:

Owing to the
ernment for
tionally well managed,

city

ready market, Asa

vear their issues have gone abroad to be

| offering $1,275,000 City of Ottawa 4% per cent. dehen-

foot at the present time|
immediately adjacent sub-

in which case the affuuq of the \

administered by a commission ap-|

Since then a commission

ever sold to ihe investor. | London Stock Exchange, ‘nxu it is a very great while

seat of Gov-

Ottawa bonds have
matter of fact,

Toronto, are

and- 4% per
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mountain wr,,éf' fruit growera of the. 8 tale -td\
ready to bﬁqle to the death’ for ihg‘-atqty "f‘th;}?
$35,000, 000 cltrus al‘bl'h

Canada, and |

he buildings, ¢4l danger from the: great white tex'ror atter Christ-
mas. &3 5

annual pay-| A

“Though Cm.mnl)ms gnmerq to. he conlmuaﬂy,on
| their guard, United States Weather Forecaster Car-
penter says the records whow thut kllllng frost n
of the Gity| Southern Caliornia -1 usnaffy more s case ol ne
| nmn

real danger. < g 2 AN 0
“‘The freeze of 1912-13 n the ‘only one of its *kind
ciie sruniels | on record,” he sald. ‘Yet our vécords,” by
ot .;ndxl’”“ back 145 years ‘to th¢-time- when the padres
planted a eactus hedge at San Piego Mission, Thls
hedge went 'unscathed through frost after frost umll
a def.| the winter of 1912-13, when it hhs sevelely damaged:
(his, I the Weather Bureau’s own records frnm 1849 to
date, the 1912-13 frost p(‘lu)d stands out 1« the .nnl\

one in which se\'ere damage occurred.”
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to report on
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since Ottawa bonds in any dmount have been offered

| thought of “it.

Argentina restored.

packages unbroken

¢ Lidderdale dled

ofintroduction,

s wre excep- on this gide, The last sale made by ine city naq in
always had September 1913, when the honds were offered to the |
until this investor in London at about a 4.65 p.c. and 470 pe, | €
listed on the | rate. l

Governor.
But the joke failed

over’'a desperaté” emergency,
‘dfstu‘rhunce, although- there were some forty failure
in the btock Excham,e
“not
valued at only £2;000.
‘honest one,
remote that only an irrm‘v’rt‘nt American would have
Creelman had no pass key or letters
He'simply. went to the Bank of Eng-

. \he prime ot‘llte, recalls an explou‘ot chh
TGWBDM’C! mﬁprter might be proud. He was in Lcm
dom at the thzu og,ghe Baring crisis in 1890, and per-
‘turmed the unheara of feat of securlng.\l'or the New
York Herﬂld ‘an exclusive interview with the Gover-
nor of ‘the Bank of England. 2

1t is malter of- hlstor} how: the Governor, the Right
Honomble Willlam H. Lidderdale handled that eris
He lived o see tl‘\e Barings successfully ‘liquidated
nnd stronger than ever, with the financial situation in
£ 3,000] 000 gold, which he
& borrowed by means of auwp(‘mces from the Bank of
France, ‘returned in'due course with the seals of ‘the
The London market ‘was tided
with the minimum, o

The

land, and starting ‘with the astonished
edk his.way up.- He was sent from department to des
partment, tos the secret amusement of various heads,
until he actually found himself in the

to explode.

“beadle,” work-

presence. of‘the |

" The 'North Claywn plnm hand~madc Ware
not had its. nrga. ht.ed since last June.

Rumon’ comes .to. Chyton that owners of
| funct Moore Erothers’ plant have said tha ;
tain order is hndm. one or two of the facy,
start this season. This order is one that posiy
requires hand-made wares.
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! 1s- well worth recalling, for it has an olhvig,.
Lidderdale was a | which should never be forgotten,

long headed Scotchman, much too intellmm not

ee the value of publicity at such a
He gave Creelman
interview of a frank and inter&sting cnarac

Monday morning issue.

A precedent was set, and since
financiers have been more approachalle. |
said also that publicity there, as in Wi v,
done much to &lean up admitted
honest finance right with public opinioy.
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He was'a strong man and an | Herald. It was a great scoop; and the Lipqg, Ir:--\
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looks as thou
been

and it

fpore immediate
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 for scme time L0 come,

the supply

difficulties to

There are a sreat many
[fered, however one of these being the
wool. The position ' :

gecuring supplies of
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pent, and in ViCW

ool is coming forward altogether too slc

shows practically 1

of the enormous ¢

s are in @ position o make much mo:
\lerial than iz reaching them, and spinne
Ppiaining of tards deliveries of tops. The
fetremely  unsatis ory, in view of t]
Bihat is b applied for the completion
Ement contracts, and representations are

bp the Government to see if the transit
be expedited,

L Another great difficulty, according to se

lhe Government is imposing conditiong™i
ades which are almost impossible of £

fle present state of the dyve-ware trade.

shrinkage in the output of blue-grey sha
Fjonding to the increase in the production
iblues for the French Army.

In regard (o raw matervials, the posi
put little change from the time of last w
bprices continning o prevail, and the s
krossbreds  still very  apparent. A harc
dency has been apparent for some time
for merinos and  crossireds, and topmake;
fm in their quotiations, Very few of them
at ail for spot delivery, and ¢ »nc .uc bm
shead that they aré hard to deal with, e
ture delivery, Deulers are not slow to co
¥ith the huge requirements for militar;
there will bea big demand for a long tin
and prices are likely to be fuly maintaines
sition in crossbreds is difficult,

THE HIDE MARY(ET

New York, February 18.
lacked new

— The market
yesterday. The ing
tanners for common dry hides was light, a
were reported,
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The market remained firm on the
for Mountain Bogotas.
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Pajta
Maracaibo .
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Country slaughter,
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