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The Story of T
They now do an Annual Bdsiness of $100,(
Ce., Ont., are Mémbers.

HE Cooperative Capital of Canada!

is it? Rawdon township,
Hastings, province of Ontario,
excellent claim for the title
cent

in the county of
can advance an
No less than 90 per
of the farmers in that township market
their produce through their cooperative clubs and
purchase staple supplies their
farms through the same agencies
tive business conducted in
most effectual reply to the
tion that farmers will not
gether. Pessimists who never expect w see real
rural cooperation, should visit these enthusiastic
Rawdon cooperators, as | did a few weeks ago,
¢ men,-attend their meetings, and
then realize that farmers not only ¢ i cooperate,
ut are cooperating now, and that Very success-
fully
Three vears ago the farmers of R
hip did business in a manner that
he sanction of long vsage, They
to the local buyer, exchanged thei
stores for trade, and on every b
rurchased and on everv ton of
feed merchant had first to get h
mission.  To-day,
Minto, Anson, and
1914 did a o i 53 o
£100,000; and it was profitable business for them
Here afe a few actual transactions to illustrate
the benefits of *aing business the cooperative way.
Profits in Salt and Sugar
One of the purchases made las:
Minto Farmers' Club was a carload
costing them, laid down ‘at the nearest railway
station, $6.40 u ton, Previously they had been
accustomed to paying 81.60 for a %0-pound bar-

for homes and
The coopera
this township is a
oft-repeated declara
and can ot hold to

awdon town
» at least, had
sold their hogs

ushel of grain
feed,
is liberal com-
through their three clubs—at
Springville—these farmers in

year by the
of fine salt,

Where \

FOR

hreo

rel, or

came to

8475

Shortly before my visit,
been purchased,

and %0

gallon

grllon in - five-gallon lots and 0 cts

gallon,
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Cooperati
)00 and 90% of the

$11.20 a ton

A single shipment of sugar
407,

The best local Quotation was

a car of coal oil had
40 barrels for the Minto Club
barrels for the members of the Anson
This oil cost the members just 11 cts. a
Locally they had been paying 18 cts. a

a single

These are only a few of their purchases.  Other

items onogheir list of 1914 business were :
corn, $150; coal, $260;
metal roofing, $1,100;
and $700; grain
ous smaller purchases :,

The p-

Seed
binder twine, $8,000;
clover vesd, between $600
and mill feeds, $8,000, and vari-
t0_mention

sechase of seed corn is worthy of special
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cooperative dealing, The corn purchased was
got direct from the frower in South-western On-
tario, and wan the very best procurable, Of
course, it was on the ear Previously it had been
the habit of the majority of these same farmers
to buy their seed eorn nready shelled from the
dealer; and all whe are a

cquainted with the seed
corn business know that irowers shell only the

Poorest of their seed corn Through the coop-
erative society, these Hastings county farmers
got better soed corn 4

han they would otherwise
have planted,

cooperative marketing ;

and this has been the
Rawdon experien, o

These elubs, however, have

well in finding
In fact, the welling

end has super.
seded the purchasing on

d in importance. Ty the
vear 1014 live, stock  whipments alone totalled
878,171 in valve, Tn the month of January this
vear, shipments totalled 80,7, and one ship-
ment the first week of Februnry hroughe 1,808,
into the pockets of these cooperating farmers.
Their shinments are mostly of pigs, sheep, and
calves. There arn faw beef cattle in this dairy

cooperative live stock 3
even more important than ft is,




