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TOPICS OF AN OLD- 
TIMER

A Couple of the Most Remarkable 
Speeches Ever Made in a Canadian 
Parliament—That of William Hume 
Blake in Defence of the Rebellion 
Losses Bill in 18*8 ; and of Thomas 
D'Arey McGee's Maiden Effort la 
1868 — Irish Eloquence AI?; ays 
Effective

Some memoranda in my possees.on 
directs my attention to an episode in 
Canadian history that is very inter • 
esting, but I desire to draw atten­
tion to it now, more especially be­
cause of an extemporaneous speech 
made by Hon. William Hume Blake, 
Solicitor-General West in the second 
Baldwin - Lafontaine administration, 
and father of the Hon. Edward Blake 
The time was the session of 1848, and 
the subject the Rebellion Losses Bill. 
The Tories under the leadership of 
William Henry Draper, an able man, 
had just gone out >f power, having 
been badly defeated at the elections 
held in the early part of that year, 
when in a House of 84 members the 
“Reformers," as the Liberals were 
then called, had a majority of *6. As 
in the previous Baldwin-Lafontaine 
administration, the Irish element was 
strong both in numbers and ability, 
and included besides Baldwin, Hincks, 
Sullivan, Killaly and Drummond. 
Baldwin represented one of the rid­
ings of York, so did Blake; Hincks 
represented North Oxford, Sullivan 
was in the Upper House, Killaly re­
presented London, and Drunmond, an 
Irish Catholic, represented one of the 
divisions of Montreal, and as a mem­
ber of the administration, tilled the 
position of Attorney-General East.

• • •

In the first session of the L nion 
Parliament held in Kingston, compen­
sation was voted to the loyalists of 
Upper Canada, for losses sustained 
on account of the rebellion of 1837, 
whose pi nerty had been wantonly 
destroyed erring the outbreak. A 
claim was then raised on behalf of 
persons similarly situated in Lower 
Canada. The Conservatives, under 
Draper, in the previous house, had 
agreed to pay a smallr amount of re­
bellion losses as a sequence of a re­
port made by commissioners appoint­
ed îo enquire into the subject.

warn
Lord Elgin was appointed Gove or- 

General of Canada in 1847. and the 
Reformers being in power in 1818, the 
Baldwin - Lafontaine administration 
brought down a measure to indemnify 
all those who were sufferers without 
taking anv part in the outbreak, and 
were to be compensated for actual 
losses. The Tory party then, with 
Sir Allan McNab of Hamilton at their 
head, raised the cry of "No compen­
sation to rebels!” The Knif.ht led the 
attack and his invective wi.s unspar­
ing and indiscriminate. H. did not 
wonder that a premium was put upon 
rebellion, now that rebels were to be 
rewarded for their own uprising, for, 
he said, the Government itself was a 
rebel Government and tin party by 
which it was maintained in power 
was a phalanx of rebels. His lieu­
tenants were as unsparing and fierce 
in their attacks; but the Government 
boldly took up their position. Sir 
Allan reiterated that the whole 
French-Canadiai. people were traitors 
and aliens. It was then that Mr. 
Blake sprang to his feet and said:

a # •
“ He Would remind them that 

theft- was such a thing as rebel­
lion against the constitution as well 
as rebellion against the Crown. A 
man could be a traitor against his 
country’s rights as well as a traitor 
to the power of the Crown He in­
stanced Philip of Spain and James II. 
where there was a struggle between

political freedom and royal tyranny 
These royal tyrants found loyal men 
to do their bidding, not only in the 
army, but on the bench of justice. 
There was one such loyal servant, he 
who shone.abo'e all the rest, the exe­
crable Judge Jeffreys, who sent 
among the many other victims be­
fore their Maker, the mild, amiable, 
and great Lo.-d Russell. Auather vic­
tim of these loyal servante was Al­
gernon Sidney w hose offence was his 
loyalty to the people’s rights and the 
constitution. He had no sympathy 
with the spurious loyalty of the hon­
orable gentleman opposite, which, 
while it trampled on the people, was 
the slave of the Court; a loyalty 
which from the dawn of the history 
of the world down to the present day, 
had lashed humanity into rebellion. 
He would net go to ancient history, 
but he wou d tell the honorable gen­
tleman opposite of one great exhibi­
tion of this loyalty; on one occasion 
the people of a distant Roman pro­
vince contemplated the perpetration 
of the foule-1 crime that the pages of 
history records—a crime from which 
nature in compassion hid her fate, 
and over which she strove to draw 
a veil; but the heathen Roman law­
giver could not be induced by perjur­
ed witnesses to place the grea* foun­
der of our religion upon the cross. 
“I find no fault in Him," he said. 
But these provincials, after endeavor­
ing by every other means to effect 
their purpose, had recourse to this 
spurious loyalty. “If thou lettest 
this man go thou art not Caesar’s 
friend." Mark the loyalty; could they 
not see every feature of it; could they 

! not trace it in this act; aye, and 
overcome by that mawkish, spurious 
loyalty, the heathen Roman governor 
gave his sanction to a deed whose 
foul and impure stain centuries of 

; national humiliation and suffering 
have been unable to efface. This 
spurious, slavish loyalty was not 
British stuff; this spurious, bullying, 
loyalty never grew in his native land. 
British loyalty wrung on the field c? 
Runnymeadc from the tyrant king the 
great charter of English liberty. Aye, 
the barons of England, with arms in 
their hands, demanded and won the 
great charter of their rights. British 
loyalty during a period of three cen­
turies, wrung from tyrant kings thir­
ty different recognitions of that great 
charter. Aye, and at the glorious 
era of the Revolution, when the loyal 

i Jeffreys was ready, in his extreme 
loyalty to hand over England’s free- 

j dom and rights into the hands of ty­
rants, the people of England establish­
ed the constitution which has main­
tained England ‘ill this day, a great, 
free and powerful nation."

The Hon. Louis Drummond, who 
was an Irish Roman Catholic, was a 
good speaker, but I have now neither 
recollections nor knowledge of any 
great efforts of his while in parlia­
ment. I am inclined to think that 
his attention was largely given to 
Seigneurial Tenure abolition legisla­
tion. I will, if possible, find some 
remarkable utterance of his while, in 
parliament, for he certainly was a
man of ability.'

• * *

The speech, however, that made the 
greatest sensation at the time of its 
delivery, was that of Thos. D'Arey 
McGee in his first utterance in the 
Canadian parliament, held in Toron­
to in the winter of 1857-8. He had 
been in no hurry to be heard. The 
debate was on the address, ard the 
conduct of the Macdonald-Carticr Gov­
ernment in conducting the election of 
members for that parliament was 
open to criticism. There was a full 
house and full galleries. The Hon. 
William Cayley, the Finance Minister, 
it was said, had gone through the 
County of Huron, for which countr he 
wac 'he administration candidate, dis­
tributing bibles among the Ora~ge 
lodges, \.ML the expecta'' -n of see:»- 
•ag the Totes of Orangemen hut was 
defeated. McGee took thii up and 
b-.ipoo. td the honorable gen 'en an 
A new and strange voice was he? id. 
There was laughter; there were 
cbeers There was exultation; true 
was chagiir. The friends of the om- 
toi were delighted; his allies were in 
ecstasies. A mark had been made
“Ci» honorable gentleman," he 

•aid, “had. gone forth like a mission­
ary of old, with staff in hand and 
sandle shod, to d:stribute the redeem­
ing gospel among the heathens of 
Huron; hut while they accept?.! the
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gospel they rejected the apostle."
Sir Johi A. Macdonald, the Itider 

of 1 lie administration, with due par­
liamentary courtesy, crossed the 
aiena and complimented the new 
Ri?inii‘-t on his maiden effort; all of 
the leaders did the same thing, but 
there was one man to wluai it was 
a matter of peculiar gratification—a 
small, red-headed Scotchman, for 
whom in bygone days a reward had 
been offered for his apprehension as 
a rebel to the crown of Great Bri­
tain. He had raised the standard of 
rebellion in Canada the very same 
year that Queen Victoria had ascend-j 
etl the throne of Great Britain and 
suffered exile for it. It was William 
Lyon Mackenzie, who then also had a 
seat in the provincial parliament. He 
was a man of considerable humor 
and was somewhat demons rative. 
He made three springs from his seat 
to where McGee stood receiving the 
congratulations of members, and with 
outstretched hand exclaimed: “Put 
it there, my brother rebel; I knew it 
was in you.” Louis Joseph Papin­
eau, the rebel leader in Lower Can­
ada in 1837, was there also, but he 
was not so demonstrative as his Cel­
tic colleague. An old newspaper man 
said to the writer of this many years 
afterwards, “I heard that speech and 
I could not help exclaiming: "Oh, 
what a voice, what a voice. I never 
before heard anything like it.”

The speech took about an hour in 
the delivery. William Macdougall, 
who was one of the best speakers in 
the House and who was worth list­
ening to, spoke after McGee, but re­
ceived no attention. “Two speeches 
were made in the House last night,” 
said the Daily Colonist newspaper 
next morning, “one by the new mem­
ber for Montreal, T. D. McGee, which 
was extraordinary for the manner of 
its delivery, its wit, its sarcasm, 
and literary quality, and electrified 
all listeners; the other was by Wil­
liam Macdougall, which was without 
any of those qualities and was hard­
ly noticed coming as it did after so 
brilliant an effort as that which pre­
ceded it."

McGee’s speech next day was not 
only town talk, but country talk. It 
was different from anything before 
heard in the Canadian parliament. 
Mr. Somerville, "the whistler at the 
plow,” said he had heard all the 
great speakers in the British House, 
but McGee's speech equalled the best 
he had ever heard from any of them.

WILLIAM HALLEY.

present, unavoidable legacies of the 
past, and trust in the future, mean­
while so upbuilding himself in self- 
control, in culture of mind and heart, 
in social independence that his fel­
low- citizens must hold him in esteem 
—and the problem will have lost the 
asperities now seemingly in the way 
of a final solution.

“Human society, under every form 
of government, is entering on a per­
iod of intense unrest in its search for 
solutions to those economic prob­
lems which are called forth by the 
material spread of education and the 
material industrial progress of mod­
ern times. The liberty of discussion 
which our institutions allow, and the 
fact that the populations of the world 
are parts of our own, warn us that 
the agitation of these problems will 
be especially acute in these United 
States."
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Archbishop Ireland and the 
Negro

The following is from an address de­
livered by Archbishop Ireland before 
an audience of ten thousand people.

“The Negro we have and must keep. 
Let it never be forgotten that the 
Negro did not come hither of his own 
accord. Our own forefathers con­
strained him to emigrate from his 
African haunts to be their servant, 
their slave. Let it not be forgotten 
that the long servitude to which they 
had subjected him prevented him 
from growing in civilization, and aim­
ed rather at reducing him to the low- 
stages of animal life than uplifting 
him to the higher regions of spirit­
ual thought and activity. Whatever 
difficulties there are in the Negro 
problem, we must say in all humility 
that they are of our own making. 
This is sufficient reason why we 
should bring to the solution of the 
problem good will and patience. The 
progress made by the negroes since 
their emancipation forty years ago is 
the happiest of omens and indicates 
that years will prove them to be ful­
ly worthy of our confidence and es­
teem . Let us be just to the Negro, 
according to him willingly the rights 
which the law guarantees to him, 
opening to him the avenues of indus­
try and thrift, affording him all due 
facilities of education and self-uplift­
ing; let the Negro, on his part, make 
allowance for the conditions of the

A Grave Decision From Rome 
at Hand

We quote this announcement from 
the recent Rome correspondence of 
the London Tablet:

“Some weeks ago your correspon­
dent announced that an important de­
cision affecting Biblical Criticism 
might be expected in the near future. 
He, is now able to add that the mat­
ter is being very carefully studied by 
the proper authorities in Rome but 
the subject has grown so complex, so 
extended and so serious, that it is 
possib1 ; that the decision may not be 
given so soon as was at first antici­
pated . Nor will it be concerned sole­
ly with the Scriptures. There Is, un­
fortunately, only too much evidence 
to show the existence of gross and 
fundamental errors affecting the very 
nature of faith, revelation, and dog­
ma. Many Bishops have implored the 
Holy See to provide a remedy for the 
disease, pointing out that unless 
some tiling is done, the consequences 
wiV tie very serious. Some part of 
the harm is being wrought by thef 
writings of laymen. Hence the Ro­
man authorities have instituted an ex­
amination of books, magazine, and 
newspaper articles, letters, etc., which 
have been published in recent years, 
and which reflect the prevailing ten­
dencies of thought. It is more than 
likely that the forthcoming decision 
will take the form of a new syllabus 
of errors, affecting the moral career 
and the Divinity of Our Lord, the 
foundation of the Church, the develop­
ment and nature of dogma, the rela­
tions between faith and science. 
Among the works under examination 
are those of a number of authors 
well known in France, It ah" and Eng­
land."

Another Marriage Question

The Provincial Secretary's Depart­
ment has recently received several let­
ters from issuers of marriage licenses 
who ask whether licenses should be 
issued for a man to marry his “bro­
ther's wife," for so the statute de­
fining marriages which are prohibited 
on the grounds of consanguinity- 
reads. The department’s answer in 
every case is the same, and it is to 
the effect that under the statutes of 
Ontario a man cannot lawfully marry 
his brother’s widow or his brother’s 
divorced wife. Most of the inquiries 
ask the question apparently in behalf 
of parties who want to marry broth­
ers’ widows. It is said that several 
such marriages have lately taken 
place in the province.

There are two European associa­
tions of scientists organized for the 
the Solar Commission, established in
1903, devoting its researches to the 
purpose of studying the sun. One is 
effect of the sun on the weather and 
climatic changes of the earth. The 
other is the Solar Union, formed in
1904, which is endeavoring to ascertain 
more than is now known about the 
sun itself.

THE KING OF SPAIN AND 
THE POPE

Letter from Alfonso to His Holiness- 
Loving and Paternal Reply—Prin­
cess Ena a Catholic from Under­
standing and Will.

(Special correspondence of the Catho­
lic Times. )

When the young King of Spain 
resolved to ask for the hand of Prin­
cess Ena he wrote an autograph let­
ter to the Holy Father informing 
him of his intention, and his Holiness 
sent an autograph reply. Both let­
ters have just been published (the 
Holy Father’s is an authorized trans­
lation) by “El Universo" of Madrid. 
King Alfonso wrote:

Holy Father,—The time having ar­
rived at which from motives which 
cannot escape your Holiness's exalt­
ed wisdom, I must think of choosing 
a wife, my heart has felt an irresist­
ible inclination towards a voun 
Princess of royal lineage who, from 
her attractive natural gifts and the 
personal virtues by which she is 
adorned, will, I believe, be a faithful 
companion to me in life and in every­
way worthy to share with me the 
throne that my illustrious tnd emin­
ent predecessors have occu)ied.

The excellent lady to whom I refer 
is her Royal Highness the Princess 
Victoria Eugenia of Bat ten berg, 
daughter of Prince Henry and of her 
Royal Highness the Princess Beatrice, 
and granddaughter of the late Queen 
Victoria I. of England, Empress of 
India.

Born outside the Catholic fold, she 
could not be instructed in the mys­
teries and the precepts of the true 
faith, but very soon her conversion 
will be a fact, and very soon our holy 
Mother the Catholic, Apostolic, and 
Roman Church will count another 
daughter amongst her children. A 
faithful and loving daughter, because 
it is not her affection for me, much 
less violent compulsion or a reason of 
State, that causes her to abandon er­
ror; she is led chiefly by a sure in­
stinct springing from the heart and 
decided strength of will to give effect 
to such a happy decision.

For this important act preparation 
is being made by my piomised bride, 
whose entrance into the bosom of 
the Church is formally and of neces­
sity to precede the solemn and offi­
cial suit for her hand.

To bring the projected union to pass 
I c„n count upon the good-w ill of my , 
august and beloved mother the Queen, I 
Dona Maria Christina of Austria, t-( 
whose vigilance and good example T 
owe the happiness of being in works, 
words and wishes as Catholic as a 
King of Catholic Spain should be; 1 
can *l*o count upon the explii 11 ap­
proval of the noble mother of my fi­
ancee and I likewise can count upon 
the adhesion of my people who see in 
their future Queen a pledge of peace 
and prosperity for time to come.

All that is wanting to us now is 
your Holiress’s blessing, which is the 
blessing of God, a blessing for our 
good intentions, a blessing for me 
who solicit it with all the, fervor 
of a Christian soul that looks to ils 
salvation in all the vicissitudes of 
life.

Deign, then, your Holiness, to grant 
it to me, confident that I shall re­
ceive it as a gift that comes from 
Heaven for the happiness of whoever 
shall always try, as I shall, to be 
worthy of it.

I am, Holy Father, your humble 
and devoted son, ALFONSO.

The Holy Father's reply was as fol­
lows;

Beloved Son,—Your Majesty's confi­
dential letter, which has been deliver­
ed to me to-day by your kind-hearted 
ambassador, written to inform me of 
your approaching marriage with Prin­
cess Eugenia of Battenberg, and so 
nobly reflecting the Catholic and 
filially devoted sentiments of your 
Majesty towards the Apostolic See. 
has afforded me special comfort and 
joy.

Although of those sentiments, deep­
ly rooted in your Majesty’s heart, I 
have already had many and abundant 
proofs, I rejoice at this new testi­
mony given in extraordinary circum­
stances. To set* that your Majesty 
freely opens your soul to me as a son 
to a father is a still greater consola­
tion, and I, who have always felt for 
your Majesty a great and entirely pa­
ternal affection, am pleased to be 
able to assure you that I am ever 
and on all occasions ready to help 
and favor you in all the vicissitudes 
of life.

With extreme gratification, then, do 
I observe that your Majesty, being 
about to contract matrimony, has un­
derstood the gravity and importante 
of so vital an act, upon which your 
happiness will depend, and which will 
he closely associated with the wel­
fare of the Spanish nation. As your 
Majesty has not chosen a Princess 
born and educated in the Catholic 
Faith, undoubtedly the conversion of 
your future escort to the Catholic re­
ligion assumes a high degree of im­
portance which cannot be ignored and 
which your Majesty’s letter shows 
that you rightly appri.~iate.

Your Majesty intimates to me that 
the Princess Victoria Eugenia of Bat­
tenberg is about to embrace the true 
Faith, moved thereto not by excep­
tional circumstances but by a proper 
understanding and a firm will, assur­
ing me that the conversion will be an 
accomplished fact before tae request 
for marriage is officially made. All 
this inspires the hope that your Ma­
jesty's choice will be,bountifully bless­
ed bv God and that it will meet with 
the heai t y approval of your Majes­
ty’s Catholic subjects whose dec.est 
religious sentiments will be satisfied 
as well as the fervor of the Catholics 
of the world, entir 'y in accord with 
the special interests of the Catholic 
King.

I am delighted to learn that the au­
gust Queen Mother is pleased with 
your Majesty’s choice, this being a 
sign that the approaching marriage 
will be most acceptable to the ma­
ternal heart of the devoted lady who 
can justly congratulate herself on hav­
ing given a truly Catholic Sovereign 
to Spain and who by her wisdom in 
governing and so many notable ex­
amples has performed a highly bene­
ficial work for the nation and the 
Church, meriting 1 hereby the genial 
admiration of Europe,

Meanwhile I offer up fervent prayers 
for your Majesty’s marriage, upon 
which I invoke the special favour and 
protection of the Lord, trusting that 
the 9ay of your Majesty’s marriage 
will be not only a day of happiness 
and joy for your faithful subjects, bin 
the sure prelude to a long series of 
years of domestic and national pros­
perity.

Finally, from the bottom of my 
heart I bless the good intentions of 
the young Princess, and I beseech the 
Lord that He grant her in abundance 
the lights and graces necessary to en­
able her to share worthily with your 
Majesty the ancient and glorious 
throne of St. Ferdinand.

At the same1 time I renew to vour 
Majesty the expression of my special 
benevolence, and send you affection­
ately my paternal benediction, with 
the wish that it may bring every kind 
of prosperity, and seasonably conduce 
to perseverance in the holy disposi­
tions by which yonr Majesty is sin­
cerely animated.

From the Vatican on the 22nd Feb­
ruary, 1906. PIUS X, POPE.

Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament
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We are informed bv cable received 
from Rome that the title “Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament" has been 
officially approved by Pope Pius X. 
The Rev. Pere Eyinard, founder of 
the Order of the Blessed Sacrament, 
is the author of this new title. The 
saintly father meant to add a new 
jewel to the royal crown of Our. 
Blessed Mother. He preached for a 
whole month of May on the bonds 
which unite the Blessed Virgin to the 
Holy Eucharist, and wrote down his 
doctrine on this subject in a nook 
that was translated into English three 
years ago. The bulk af the volume 
is made of thirty-one meditations.one 
for each day of the month. An appen­
dix of eight chapters gives the theo­
logical foundations for the devotion 
to Mary under this special title. 
They may be summarized in two main 
points: 1. The power of Mary over
all the graces of redemption, including 
those that proceed form, or are cen­
tered in the Holy Eucharist. 2. 
Mary's life after the Ascension, which 
lasted twenty-four years according to 
the reckoning made by Suarez. Her 
attendance at Mass, her communions 
and her adorations set her as the 
most perfect model of the Eucharis­
tic devotion —Emmanuel.

The treasury department of the re­
public of Mexico announces that their 
exports for the past financial year 
amount to $99,926,557, and their im­
ports to $67,153,845, showing an in­
crease over the previous fiscal t ear 
of $22,762,508.
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