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FIRE PREMIUMS AND TAXATION IN MONTREAL, 1912

We publish this week our annual table showing
the amount of fire insurance premiums upon
in the city received by the fire companies “dong
business in Montreal and (2) the details of the tax-
ation Tevied upon the fire companies by the city. As
regards the premiums received by the compunies
during 1012, 1t will be seen that these are returned
at $2.045,084. against $2,380,050 in 1911 and 82037 -
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145 in 1gto. The increase —over 19t
S250,000, 1s & somewhat l;nrg\'r increase than has
been seen for some years, and reflects the immense

advance in property values in Montreal from vear
1o vear caused by the constant growth of the ety and
the crection of buildings, which in many ciacom-
dividually cost a very considerable amount of money.

CompErrioN oF UNDERGROUND INSURANC

At the same time, it must be remembered that the
present list contains cight companies more than did
last year's list—07 as against 50—and taking all the
known circumstances into consideration, it still ap-
pears that the companies who do their business
above-hoard way have cause for serious complai
the activity of insurance organisations carrying o an
underground business.  Beneficent legislation, passed
at the instigation of the manufacturing nterests,
lets these organisations in by the back door, and they
are able to transact their business without the pay
ment of a cent in taxation, while, as will be scen
from the figures in the adjoining column, those com-
panics having the grace to do their business in a
straightforward, above-board fashion are mulcted in
4 considerable amount of municipal taxation, to say
nothing of the provincial and  Dominion imposts
placed upon them. With the manufacturers appar-
ently, circumstances alter cases and logic can go hang
Enjoying the benefits of a tariff for their own busi-
nesses, they deny to the insurance c mpanies any pro-
tection against utterly unfair competition, although
every argument which the manufacturer uses i sup-
port of protection for himself can be equally well
used by the insurance companies.

Firg CoMMISSIONERS EXPENSES,

The expenses of the fire commissioners’ this year
are put down at $8,400, the same figure as last year,
so that the companies pay for this purpose $3,000
as in 1911, The basis of the tax upon prennums
was altered by the Legislature in 1911 and it is now
a one per cent. straight tax on the premiums, with a
minimum tax, as before, of $200. Formerly, there
was 4 maximum of $1,000 but this maximum has
now been abolished—an alteration in tax methods,
which, as will be seen, makes a difference to a num-
ber of the companies of several hundreds of dollars
a year. The only excuse even suggested for this tax
is the simple greediness of the city. The tax 1s
merely a bare-faced imposition upon the companies
who do not get a cent in return for it, and are never
likely to. This tax reached $20.403 for 1912 as
against $20,570 for 1911, so that altogether the com-
panies  will pay in special taxation to the City of
Montreal for their last year's business here $35,003
against $32,176 for the business of 1911,

The companies doing a business in Montreal last
year involving premiums of $100,000 and upwards
were in the order given: Royal, North Dritish and
Mercantile, Guardian, Liverpool & London & Globe,
Pheenix of London and Commercial Union.

NAME of COMPANY |
|

Aetna .
Acadia .
Alliance,
Atlas . . . . . .
Pritish America
Bri ish Celonial
B. Lominions.
Calcdonian
Contin ntal
Com. Union,
Connecticut. . . .
Employer's Liabil
ity s
Fidelity-Phenix,
General of Paris,
General of Perth
German-American
Guardian
partford |
Home, . . . .. .
Law Union & Rock
Liv. & Lon. &
Globe, 5
Liv.-Manitoba,
Lon. & Lancashire
Lon. Assurance .
National-Union.
N. Y. Undrs
North America
N. B. & Mer
Northern
North West,
Norwich Union
Pacific Coast
Palatine. s
Phenix of Hart
Phenix of London
Prov.-Washington
Quebee
Royal
Queen
Royal.
St. Paul ¢ b
Scottish Union &
National. .
Soverelgn
Springfield.
sSun, 2 ale s
Union of London
Union of Parls
Westchester,
Western
Yorkshire.
Mount Royal
Dominion Fire
London Mutual.
Ontario.
Provinelal.
Rimouski.
Equity. . . . .
Anglo-American
Montreal-Canada
Factories.
Amer. Lloyds.
Strathcona. . . .
Hudson Bay.
La Protection
Provincial of Eng.
Stanstead-Sher-
brooke. .
Missisquol-Rou-
ville. :

Exchange

Total

I-rru;:ll‘\‘n‘nu ‘ 1p.c. Tax

5,208.20
40,046.07
118,000.64
22,371.28
7.804.00
49,156.13
6714142
107,195.52
848325

42,410.05
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