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PREMIUMS AND TAXATION IN MONTREAL. 1912FIRE
annual table showing < i ) 

risks
\\'e inililij.il this week our 

the amount of lire insurance premiums upon 
m the eil v reecivcd he the lire companies .1 nig 
liti-ine" in" Montreal and (-’) the details of the tax- 
atlo„ levied u|h.ii the lire eonipames by the city 
recird' the premiums received by the companies 
dur‘ing up 2, it will he seen that these are returned 
at S-MMS.I’Hd. against 1,050 in 191 1 and $
14-111 1 <> 1 o. The increase over ujn. above
<%„(»«> i- a somewhat larger increase than has 
Urn’ seen for some years, and reflects the immense 
advance in property values in Montreal from war 

war caused bv the constant growth of the city and 
ihe erection of "buildings, which in many cases in­

considerable amount of money.
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Vndekv.round InscranviCoMVKTiriON or 
\t the same time, it must he remembered that the 

lire sent list contains eight companies more than did 
Ian vear's list (,; as against 59-and taking all the 
known eireumstanecs into consideration, it 'till ap­
pears that the companies who do their business 
almve-lmard way have cause for serious complaint at 
the activity of insurance organisations carrying on an 
underground business. Beneficent legislation, pa-cd 
at the instigation of the manufacturing interests, 
lets these organisations in by the hack door, and they 
are able to transact their business without the pay­
ment of a cent in taxation, while, as will lie seen 
from the figures in the adjoining column, those com­
panies having the grace to do their business m a 
straightforward, alx>ve-board fashion are mulcted m 
a considerable amount of municipal taxation, to av 
nothing of the provincial and Dominion imposts 

With the manufacturers appar­

ut an
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placed upon them.
ently, eireumstanecs alter eases and logic can go lung
Enjoying the benefits of a tariIT for their own bust- qu,.i>,'c................
nesses, they deny to the insurance companies any pro- Royal Ku hangn 
lection against utterly unfair competition, although Qu«n 
every argument which the manufacturer uses in op- S|n'1>ttut.
I*irt of protection for himself can he eiptally well ^,,,,1,1, t niou 4i
used hv the insurance companies. National..............
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are put down at $8.41x1, the same figure as last year, vnton ot London 
so that the companies pay for this purpose $5,'*x) Vnton <>f l’art» 
as in kiii. The basis of the tax upon premiums ,
was altered by the Legislature in 1911 and it i- n.ivv Yorkshln-. 
a one |ier cent, straight tax on the premiums, with a Mount Royal
minimum tax, as before, of $200. Formerly, there immlnton1 Klre 
was a maximum of $13x11 but this maximum has j®" "

been abolished—an alteration in tax methods, |.rovinelnl. .
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which, as will Ik- seen, makes a difference to a mini- mmoll»ki. . . . 
her of the companies of several hundreds of <M'ars Kqulty. . • • • • 
a year. The only excuse even suggested foMlnsUX 
is the simple greediness of the city. 1 ht t.ix i Kat'torl«>«. . . 
merely a hare-faced imposition ujxon the companies ^mvr Lloyd», 

cent in return for it, and arc never Ht rath con a..............
Hu(l*on Bay. . • 
La Protection. 
Provincial of Kng. 
Stanatvail Sher­

brooke. . . .
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who do not get a 
likely to. This tax reached $->9..FM f'-r •>'
against $*>,576 for 1911, so that altogether the c< >111- 
I>anies will pay in special taxation t<> the City <>f 
Montreal for their last year's business here $35.°'l3 
against $3d,t-f> for the business of 1911.

The companies doing a business in Montreal la-t 
year involving premiums of $tix).<xsi and upwards I 
were in the order given: Royal, North British and 
Mercantile, C.uardian, Liverpool & London & Ololte. 
l’htrnix of London and Commercial Union.
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