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•V the many Canadian» who read 
Republican neighbours’ newspaper» 
aware, a Mr Webster Davis has been 

peregrinating through the different States endeavour­
ing to inflame the public mind on the subject of Brit 
ish rule m South Africa. He is merely adding to the 
general ignorance of the true condition of affairs in 
a country of which he knows next to nothing and 

less. This is how the New York correspondent 
of the "Manchester Guardian,” enlightens his English 
readers as to the estimation in which this American 
politician is held hv good and thoughtful Gothamites.

" TV rragnsii.in of Mr. Daria, At .Mini Secretary ol it,c 1 mener 
on I he gioetsl that hr» lyin|ialhy eilh the linen compel» him to ahrn 
rton the * piohiiglish ” Ailmtmalratiun is reganle t here as a piece 
of itehnnur huaiU^rry I he Intlh it that Mi. Ham it at logger 
head» with hit chlel» on other ipiraliwis, an.I hit i|«illlng the politic 
moor «at only a ijurttion of time. Mating junioryrd 10 .South Africa 
on lea re, he now return» to |iretenl intentât 11 .inly an.l for pteuilo. 
patriotic reawon 1 lie re gnat ion which «ou hi in any caie hare been 

' hoitly demamleU. At the tame time hit retirement amid inti-Biiltih 
htewotks lettihee to the hold which he anil other 01 aloricel dema­
gogue» like him tlunk haued ol t- ngland Mill has on llie marie» of thia 
couauy. Neither he not any other champion of the liocrt it able to 
tay what Mi. McKinley might hare doi c which he hat not done ; yet 
their oulcuee and |nntealt are haring tome ellect in , ui.filling I le 
|N»|iular mind Mi. Davit it really a ridiculous personage , yet hi» 
tkllfully eaeculrd resignation may prove of considéra hie political 
emhatratantrul to Mi. McKinley

'hereby loading the cost of insuranceinit­ io an undue ex
tent, is the t|uestion asked, but not answered, by 
of our contemporaries. We hope our newly-formed 
Insurance Institute may deal with this and other .lit 
fiiiilties »f profitable fire underwriting in the 
future.

FelâtâeUm. arc on.
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Re-Oew.-i.i-, tfce 1 llr «Ulhor of Some Suggest;
ImpeHal Army. w'1*' regard to tile Proposed Re 

organization of the Imperil A rim 
is evidently a very modest patriot. He does 
dose his name, and lie admits that he is 
man. Yet. he has

(MIncare*

not dis
not a militarx 

no occasion to apologize for giv 
!,lg 1,8 h,s ,houfdits. in pamphlet shape, upon a sub 
jeet now occupying the public mintl to the exclusion 

ncarl-v »" If'»‘dul matters. The question of the 
he.t means of giving a military education to the young 
men of the British Empire is one likely to push it 
self into great prominence at the close of the present 
campaign in South Africa, an.l the advocates of In, 
penal Federation are certainly indebted to this Scot 
tish t anadian for his suggestions.

Ilis scheme will very useful purjtose, front 
Whatever |x>mt of view we may regard it. The Em­
pire has. of course, shown that large bodies of men 
and much war material can be moved at the shortest 
nitt.ee to any |>oinl of the British possessions. There 
fore, the necessity for having transports always in 
commission is not

serve a

The yearly rcjtort of the Fire 
Marshal of Manhattan was issued 
on Monday last, ami New York pa­

per» are already busily engaged in setting forth the 
lessons to Itc learned by underwriters and the general 
publie therefrom. It scents that the fire losses in Man 
hat tan during t8yy were nearly double those of t8iy8. 
The tires numbered 5.393 as against 4,-tjy in the pre­
ceding twelve months, anil the losses were $7458,840 
as against 2N4.i 55*1V1 during the previous year. The 
hire Marshal recommends the enforcement of a law 
prohibiting swinging gas jets, and he also condemns 
the placing trf gas and lamp brackets in proximity to 
curtains. So much for the duty of the general public, 
the insured.

In the underwriters, he addresses some words id 
warning. He says that, as the result of investigations 
into suspicious lires, lie has become convinced that 
many insurance agents are somewhat lax in respect to 
the class of risks and the premises insured. He also 
deplores a tendency to write insurance largely in ex­
cess of the value of the property. A leading New 
York (taper say s the strictures of the Fire Marshal are 
quite warranted, anti that there is too much laxity in 
insuring where a suspicion of moral hazard exists. It 
is also claimed that increasing competition makes it 
easy for those who arc known to have had suspicious 
fires to again procure insurance.

F.ven if the same condition of things does not exist 
in Canada, there is one ’ifliculty referred to which has 
often to Ik grappled with by Dominion underwriters 

the regulation of the amount id insurance on an- 
given quantity of property. How to regulate this 
without going to frequent expense for appraisals, and

A Fire Report 
mmé lie LtiMii.

apparent. But the establishment 
' " mililar>' 'lejasts in the different parts of the English 
speaking world to which those desirous of receiving 
military training to fit them for the defence of the Em 
jure could he sent for instruction, scents to bt a cap 
Hal plan, ami one which promises to effectually remove 

own militia force outside the radius of politics. 
Moreover, it would, of necessity, mean first-class rifle 
ranges and competent instructors in musketry anil 
drill in every district of every country over which 
the British ensign floats.
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A Good 1‘hksidknt.—The Mexico of to-day show s 
hub- resemblance to the Mexico when Gen. Diaz first 
became its President. The authority of the Govern- 
ment is maintained, life and property are protected, the 
Government has met its obligations with scrupulous 
fidelity under circumstances that would have excused 
it for seeking to ,cale down its foreign obligations, 
and under these favoring conditions business has 
thriven and manufacturing, merchandising and 
(«ortation have expanded wonderfully. A statement 
just issued m the City of Mexico shows that in fifteen 
afd". "ÜETî. havr von«i<lerably more than doubled, 
lUGr./?! ha,Vt lncrf*»^l from umler forty million 

Mars gold value to alxHtt $73,000,000 in gold value,
ixirt d mrrX|h >rt| "U U< e "U‘ Prec’(nM metals; the ex 
rf tl/r han< '‘V* V<Ty much >«*■ The revenue 

of the Government has increased about two-thirds in 
si ier, hut as silver has declined the revenue in gold 
has probably decreased a tittle The number of 
of mat matter has increased ten-fold, and the raUrnad 
and telegraph mileage has much more than doubled
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