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Royal Stamlar«l. little tliinkinir how on that memorable day they 
were making the first acquisition to Britain’s vast colonial pos- 
se-.-ions. and dest: <1 to In- known to generation- vet unliorn. 
“Britain’s most eicnt Colony." And what more happy excla­
mation ion Id It. • cseajH*d the lips of tlio-e Venetian sailors? It 
wa- nio-t eertainly to them a seene to he hailed with plea-nre and 
delight. On the old map made l»y John Mason in 101 «I. the Latin 
words opjM.-ite the Ca|H* of Ronavista are. “A CaWa prima re- 
jKTta." or ^ First found hy Cal Nit." Two other explorers made 
lloiiavi.-ta in l-VtI. namely: Cartier and Yiegas. It was the most 
natural thing for them t*• do. with no other ohjeethe than to dis­
cover land on this side of th- Atlantic. A long eontrover.-y has 
followeil a- to the land fall of Calmt. hut the only reasonable eon- 
ehision from a!! the fact- of the investigation, yield strong pre- 
-uniptive evidence that I'm max i-ta xxa- the land lir-t mvii by Caliot 
and hi- ship’- company.

Then* i- no conclusive proof that John Cal*ot gave Ronavista 
it- present name, hut for more than thn-e hundred year- it ha- 
had no other. The Spanish of the name would l«* Bueno Vista 
and the Portuguese Boa Vi-ta. Some liaxe preferred in days gone 
liy to write it Bona Vista. The Italian Buonaxista ha- only one 
more letter, and a- legal document.-, oxer three hundred years old. 
contain the word a- xxe now write it. we may safely conclude that 
it xxa- of Italian origin.

When John Calot returned to Kngland and repirted the sue- 
i-e— of his voyage, and told of land newly discovered and claimed 
for Henry VII. and his -uc«e--ors. the neu> was received with 
great aeelamation and rejoicing in the city of Iüuidon. A witness 
of the deinoiistration-, a- they «nviirred. wrote to hi- brother in 
Veniiv -axing “Tile Kngli-h run after him like mad. His name 
i- Zuan Cal«ot and they «-all him the great admiral."

Ilonax ista xxa- among the early fi-hing stations and settle­
ments of Newfoiimlland. and hetwicn tin* year.- Hi!)] ami 1 • (là, lik.* 
other fishing station.-. sulTere«| great amtoxam < - ami hanlships at 
the liamls of the French. Like the ancient |>eoplc of (on), they 
were «lepriviil of the harvest «if th«' «hep. when they had lalwnired 
hard t«» secure it. or ju-t a- the l-raclitcs were oppressd by the


