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A(T V. S.;ene 4. NOTKS TO MACJiETH. AlT V. S«no 5

ii'acl " where there ia u vantage In be qmic" in the sense

of "to lie off," "to ilepart," "to e»i«i)e;" hnt there is

surely no neoil for aUerinj? admnlmje to a 'vanlwje in

this ease; for, as Johnson pointed out, adounlaije is

fre(inently iise.l by .Sliakespcare ii favourable oppor-

tunity, . y. in Tempest, iii. ;i. T.', 13:

I)(i not, for one rL-puisc, fure|;o the purpose

Tli.it ymi rcsolvM to cirict.

Sc/'. Till,' nL-Jitri.^t.i«Ai,i'<

Will *c take thorounlily.

In K 1. the (/(icii, in both lines, is printed in the nnelided

lorm, and it t ertainly seems us if the double endiiiK' were

iiitendeil in line 11; and for that reason, if for nootlier, we

would not alter the te.vt in spite of the repetition of the

word yiirii, wliieli may seem awkward, but is ipiite .Shake-

spearean. The meaniiin may be "where there ia to be.

i.e. where there must neeessarily be niveii the ailvKiilnHi'.

i.e. opportunity of desertion, tlic more and Ii'hk. that is to

any the ureaterand the less (
probably, "theollieersiind

private soldiers '), revidtfrom .\laebeth. MaedulfKoeson

to say, "none remain with him but those who are ohli^ed i

to " whieh thorou;;hly agrees with wliat .Macbeth says

himself, line 4'.i, in the preeediuK seene; "the thane! My

from me;" and UK'ain in the next seene (lines a, 0) he says:

Wtre they not forcd |i v. rcinforteill with tliost- tli;it sooul.l lie ours,

\\ , im>;lit li.ivf iiict Iliiiii il.ueful. I'earil to liLMnl.

If Maelieth had eleeted to «ive battle to the enemy out-

side his eastle, he would ha.e been eoinpelled to alford

an opportiniity to those who were diaalfeeted to desert to

Malcolm's side. F. .\ M.

259 Line -M : /'oird/./.v irliifh ddeniifc the war Steevena

lias an interestini: note on the irrenular eiiilinns of nuiny

of the Mcnes in Maelieth. "It has been understood that

loi .d rli>niis were introdueed in plays in onler to alford

an aetor the advantage of a more iioinled exit, or to elose

a seene with additional force. Vet, whatever miullt b.-

shakespiiires motive for coulinuiie,' aneli a piaetiee, it

may be oliserved that he often seems immediately (o

repent of it; and, in the tragedy before us, has repca.edly

eounteraeted it by heniistic'is whieh destroy the ei.eet,

and eonsei|Uently defeat the supimsed purpose of the an

lecedent eoiiplets "
I ompare in the present play, besi 'es

the instauee heic, the end of i .'.; iii. -J; iii. 4; iv. 1; v. ;

V. 2.

ACT \'. ScKNi; .';.

I'roni here to the end of the play .Hhnkeape.ire fidlows,

in outline, the narrative in llolinshed. whieh, to avoid

ehopplm; it up into small pieces, I uive here: "On the

uiorow when Makbeth lieheld them eomniiii); in this

sort, bee ilrst inarueyled what the matter meiit. but in

the end remembred hiniselle, that the propheeie which

he had hearde Iouk before that time, of the counnim.' of

I'.yriiane \food to Dunsinnaiie Castell. was likely to bee

now fullllled Neuerthilesse. he brought his nun in order

of iialtell, and exliorti d Iheni to doe valiantly, Imwbelt

his eniniiis had seaieely east from them their IioukIu's,

when Makbeth perceiuiuij their numbers betook him

Btreiuht to llit;ht, whom Makdiilfe pursued with Krent

hatred eiu;n till be eanu' vnto I.unfannain. where .Mak-

beth perreiniiitf that .Makdiitte was hard at his back,

leapt lieside his horse, siiyinK. thou tray tor, what meauelU

it that thou shouldest thus ir vaino follow me that am

not appoynted to be slain by any creature that is borne

of a woman, come on therefore, and reeeyne thy rewarde

whic h thou hast deserued for thy paynes, anil therewith-

all he lyfted vp his sworde thinkiii;; to haue slaine him.

lint .Makdulfe quickly auoydin^' from his horse, ere he

came at him, answered (with his naked sworde in his

hanile) sayinj;: it is true Makbeth, and now shall thiiu'

insatiable crudtie haue an endc, for I am eiuii he that

thy wysards haue tolde the of. who was lu'uer borne of

my mother, but ripped out of hir wonibe: therewithall

he stept vnto hiin, it sine him in the place. Then cut-

tini; his hcade from the shoubler:', bee set it viion a pidl,

and bronnht it vnto Maleolnie This was the end of

Makbeth, after he had raij;ned xvij. yeares ouer the

.Scottishmen" (vol. v. pp '-'TO. -77).

260 l,ineaU-lu:
/HI/ KKI.I, OF HMR

W'liiilildl a diniiial Inalioe n/»»r and ulir

A.1 li.fi' ivi'rr in't.

Coles, Utin l>icti iry, has '• FiU [skin], pellin." The

word is used aK'ain in bear, v. ;t. •,!4: "flesh mu\ fell."

With these lines coiniiare llainlut, iii. 4. 121, lli:

Your licddoit h^iiy, like life in excrements.

Starts ii|i .111(1 st.tiiils uii t-nil.

261. Une 1!): To-iiiorruw, and Id-inorrnw, and to-ninrrnu:

"It ia not impossible," says Ilalliwell, "that .><hake-

speare may lure have recidlected a remarkable eiiKiaviin,'

in llarclay's .shij) of Kooles, l.'^i70, copied from that in tho

older I.atiu version of 14!)s:

They foloive tile trowis i rye to tlieir t;ri-.-it snrmve,

t'niJ, lit", tr.ts, to-morrow we sh.ill .iiiK-luie,

Anil if we iiicnil not iIilii, tlitn sli.ill we tin- laxl niorowc,

tlr els sliortly .iftcr wc sh.ill no more olfunilc;

Ainemlf, mail f^ ole, wlleii Cioil tliis Rracc dolll senile.

262 bine 'Jli: dUKly death.— \t is searcely to be believed

that eommenlators have seriously exercised themselves

over this incomparably appropriate eiiitliet, one m;for-

Innate person eonjcctllrin^' that we should read (/»^V!/ .'or

drstii and other unfortunate persons llndinu' it idansible

and cimvinciiiK,

263 l.ine ;17: Within f/iiV three j/iiVc- This is precisely

what a workiUK'-inan would say to-day; in Shakespeares

time such construct ions were not the vul;;arisms they luiw

are. Compaiel Henry IV. iii.;i. .^4 "this two and thirty

years."

264. Uiio S!»: Upon the next tree SIIAI.T thou /riiij/ alive.

V. 1 has Khali.

265 l.ine 4(1: Till famine Cl.ixii thee.-Clim.l ia from

An^do-Saxollcllll;;(lll,toshrinkup. Compare I'iera I'loUKb

man, ItOin, Will:

fir wlianlliou cIoHlscst T.r nil

tir i\'yn^rs' fur ilry.

Clin<j. in some districts, appt ars to have a similar mean-

iiiK' to the more familiiir clem or elam. meaning' pinched

witii I old or starved witli liiinyer.

266. Line 42: / Ji"» '" rc»ii/»fi"H.-So Kf., with the

MicauInK, evidently, of jmllimiin a horse, eheekiiiK

.liihnson conje. lured "I pall in resolution," and tho

ITareiidou Press edd eUKKcst "
I pale in resolution.

"
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