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had iwuliar pro|.flitiea in juultiplication,
•dditioii and cli' mioii. au.l many peraona
•xplainwl pi-opliecy by tli« .lafttio lue of
the nuuil.er w<v..n, but he waa not nware
that oven Za.lki.J, who w«a quite aa
RfKHl a Hoothwiyer aa the late Finance
Mim.st«r, liiid ever adopted aeventwn-
and-H-balf ua a t«ini to conjure with
He could not discover that Ithere waa
anything in the old tariff tlmt could not
be altoiwl or nieddlwl with without
meeting the denunciations of hon. gen-
tlenien op|)oi.ite

; but yet they aeemed
to think that tli«n. must be aomothinu
almoat holy in the

2J per cent, evolveil
by the ox Finance Minister out
of the depths of hia own rather
confuaetl—conHciousneas, should it be
called ? The |)revious figures, how-
ever, 13 jH-r cent., ho had desired to
adopt for no apimrent reason
but that it made the calcula-
tion of duties easy. What did tho
^riff of the hon. member for Centre
Huron (Mr. Cartwright) effect 1 In the
fond belief that it would produce
f3,000,000, he said that he could not be
expected to reduce the exjienditurcs of
hisfnond the then Minister of rul)lic
Works. There were too many contrac-
tors m the purlieus of the capital wait-
ing for their wages. The financial storm
was then raging, but thei-e was no re-
trenchment. He (Mr. Plumb) ninem-
bered j)erfectly well the language of the
member for Centre Huron in 1874, when,
turning to the First Minister (Mr. Mac!
kenzie), he said that they must go on
with the exjienditure for the works
which were under his charge. From
whom did the House and the country ex-
pect economy 1 From whom had they a
right to exi^ct it J From a life-long Re-

.year, m well aa each of tho two follow-
ing yeara, with which the (Jovo| nnient of
the day confessed themselves utterly
jwwerleas to deal. They acknow-
l~ > •• • •

former : from a man whose instincts
were supposed to be in the direction of
close management of the exj^nditure in
the Department over which he presided
especially, who was supposed to possess
a peculiar fitness, from personal training
and experience, for that Department] The
^te Government could not cut down the
Estimates, because- there were certain
lowers behind the Grit throne greater
than the Grit throne itself, that had to
to placated after the elections. He (Mr
Plumb) believed that he should be borne
out in that assertion. The tariff proved
a failure, and a deficit arose the next

le<lgi'd that they wei-o utterly powerless
to jiroposo a ywUcY suitiible for
in««ting the crying needs of tho hour,
ihey declared that a Government had no
|)owerto deal with f|uestions affecting the
vital interests of tho country. Tiiey, on
the Conservative side, however, held the
contrary. They always had said that if
they should b« entrusted with the solu-
tion of those questions, they would not
It with their hands folde<l, but would
try, at least, t(, do something for the
country, and ho ihouglu that the ,K50|.le
had taken tho late Government at their
word, and the Conservatives at their
word

; and it was not far to seek, or
difficult to know, why the great revolu-
tion had occuri-ed, which placed hon.
gentlemen opposite in even a smaller
minority than tho Conservatives np|)earedm 1874. Deficits, to the amount of
nearly seven millions of .lollara, had
accrued since hon. gentlemen opposite
assuinetl charge of public affairs. His
hon. friend the present Finance Minister,
on returning to jwwer, had to derd with
that giiivo con.Iition of the finances, and,
after this cursory review of events, load-
ing up to the j)resent situation, it was
somewhat refreshing to refer back to tho
patriotic resolutions put upon the table
of the House by tho present able Finance
Minister, at;.! to compare their breadth
and fullness with the lifeless and meagre
amendment with which thf, leader of the
Opi)osition proposed to suiwrsode them.
He declared, " That, while we an wUling
to do anything to sustain the public
credit, to metft the necessities of the
hour, we cannot consent to any legislation
which shall disturb the present condition
of the country," as if that condition was
so very satisfactory that it ought not to be
disturbed. He held that they ought to
disturb it—that they were here exactly
for that puriTOse, and he, for one, would
lift up his voice in every way which
might be calculated to disturb it. What-
ever the leader of the Opposition might
think of the necessity of his amendment,
he (Mr. Plumb) diffei-ed with him, toto
ccelo, in the proposition he had made.
What the hon. gentleman proposed, ho
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