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CANTON'.

Canton is tlie large-t city in South China witli a population variously estimated
at from ^,ml,lm to :.',5(HI.(J<)(). It has Iour been tlie principal .-ci't of ^'overuinent for
Soutli C hina, formerly comprising with Tientsin and Nanl^iuK one of tjie tliree great
vict-royalties of China. Canton is an important indu.strial centre and its situation
at the point, where three main trade route- converge from the cast, north and west,
drives the city an important position in tiie dome-tic trade of that part of the country.
Tliere is a prettil.N Uiid ovit foreign >ettlement, which was created in IS.'.'.I \,y the
emhanking and reclaiming of a mud Hat half a mile hmg and a fifth .,f a i. Ic'widc
and known as the Shnnieeii. P'our-tifths of this reclamation was iissi^rned na a British
concession and one-Hfth as a Kronch eonc(-.^ion. The foreigner- living horn compri-e
a self-governing comniMnity to the tiunihcr of ahout 1.,"<I(>. (),i the Sliaim en are also
e-tahlishcd nuist of t]w hranchc-s of the foreign firms doing husincss in Canton. Thero
are practically only three local foreign firms in Canton, the rtmninder 1 eing branchea
mostly of Hong Kong houses. The names of the three firms refernd to may be
obtainc<l iin application. The value of the foreign trade of Canton for 191G was
given in the customs returns at lOO.OSl.&JS Ilaikwnn tnels. The principal exports
are -ilk and its products, cassia eggs. fans, leather, -traw mat-, mattin;.' and paper.
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TrcMty I'l.rt .>f W uchou . West River.

SW.\TOW.

Swatow i> a hu-y Iiitl,. port, being the gateway for a fairly extensive hinterland.
Tins hinterland is a stretch of territory extending from north to south and bor-
dered by two ranges of hills, one of which cuts it off from the ports of the Canton
Kiver delta and the other from the ports of Fukien—.\moy and Fooehow. This
explains the relatively large foreign trade of Swatow as compared with that of the two
latter ports, the following being the figures for 19X0:—
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20,114.610


