
American writer andactor Wil-
liam "Bily") Hayes spoke about his
experience in a Turkish prison and
his life afterward to -a packed SLJB
Theatre Tuesday ni ght. The lecture
and preceding screening of the
film Midnîght Express were pro-
tested by a group who called Hayes
and the movie racist.

Hayes gave bis version of the
events surrounding his arrest, incar-
ceration, escape, and return to
America, explaining along the way
how they were distorted by the film
version of his book. .j,

in the movie, Hayes remains in a
jail in Istanbul until ,he escapes by
killing a prison guard who was
attempting to sexually assault him.
In reality, he was transferred to an
island prison, stole a rowboat,
rowed across 20 miles of sea to the
mainland, and crossed the Turkish-
Greek border at night a few weeks
later.

When he returned to the United
States, he expected a quiet return
to a normal life. Television cameras
were waiting at the airport when he
finally made it back home. He
became a celebrity; an offer to
make the movie Midnight Express
was made before he had finished
writing it.

'i couldn't believe they mnade a
movie," he said. 'il was made a
hero for somnething 1 wasn't proud

Hayes said his motivation for
attempting to smuggle out two kil-
ograms of hashish in foil-wrapped
cakes taped to his body was greed,
"with stupidity. as an underlying
factor."

'i thought 1 could get away with

He added there were several
things about the film he did not
like. Some of the points were
addressed in the handbill passed
out by protesters.

Entitled "BilIy-Hayes. Drug Smug-
gler Turned Herol ?",the leaflet dis-
tributed by a group calling themn-
selves "Conoerned Edmontonians
for Racial Hatred and Drugs"
denounced the film and lecture.

"Ail this is done at the expense of
a nation and its decent people,'
read the handbill.

Hayes addressed the topic of the
handbill and protest in bislecture,
agreeing with the protestors' stae-
ment that the movie is unfair to the
Turkish people.

"ltit does fot portray Turkish peo-
pe rightfully,> he said. 'lbere is not

one good Tyrk ini the film!'."
He added tlïat he would have

liked to have the film show nice
Turks to countertalance the nega-
tive portrayals in the film.

"The book is my story. (The film-
makers> took my story and used it
to make a political statement."

"The movie... portrays the Tur-
kish nation as diry and inferlor,"
read the handbill. '"This constitutes
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