
THE BANKS AND THE '1ESf

T. AST year the "Canadiàn Courier" ventured to comment in several
issues upon the apparent contradiction in the policy of the batiks

with regard to Western Canada. It was pointed- out that for some

years the batiks had indirectly fostered or assistedthe real estate boom

whichi distinguished the West ern provinces. They did this by

financing men whose business it 'was to deai entirely in reai estate

and aiso by themnseives making purchases of corner lots in leading

Western towns. Then suddenly the bank managers changed 'their

policy and condemned the whole real estate situation in the West.

They withdrew all support from those engaged in this business and

ceased to buy any further reai estate for themnselves. The "Canadian

Courier" was rather severely criticised at the time by the financial

interests for taking such a harsh view of the conduet of the batik

managers.
After some months the discussion has been revived. This time

the~ batiks are again critîcised, but by entirely different critics.

Straugely enough, too, the criticism appears in the Montreal Gazette,

the journal which above all othçrs, has most persistenitly 'been a

defender of the banks and Vheir policies. The persons who gave voice

to the criticism reported in the Gazette were, Sir Thomas Shaughnessy
and Mr. Whyte, two of the leading spirits in the Canadian Paciflc

Railway. Sir Thomas cati not bc accused of iacking sympathy with

financial interests or with the financial magnates who control Canadian

banking interests. His confirmation of the truth of the "Courier's"

comments upon the batiks' policy is fairly sufficietit proof of its

fire-rangers and -no questions asked." What a sublime methodl As

a resuit, a traveiler tells hýow the first rangers he met were a couple

of students out for a lark, the next two old men of whom one was

unable to move about, and the next two Methodist preachers. Another

traveller tells of two rangers (they always go in pairs) who lived

together ail summer in Nipissing district aýnd neyer spoke to each

other because of a quarrel over their dornestie arrangements.

Siireiy Sir James Whitney cannot know of these cases, or he

would quickly inaugurate a reform. What Ontario really needs is-a

mecasture of Civil Service Reform, which wiil take all such patronage

out of the hands of cabinet ministers and members and place it ini the

jurisdiction of an independent commission of experts.

NEWFOUNfDLAND ELECTIONS

C ANTADJANS may flot see the humour of their own elections but

'~they have certainly recognised that of the Newfoundland -elec-

tions on Monday last. For forty years, the Newfoundland fisher-

men have been' scared into votinig for one or other of the parties by

the "Canadian tax-gatherer" bogey. These simple-minded individuals

are warned that if Newfoundland is carried into the Canadian Con-

federation, their boats, nets, cows, pigs and window-panes will be

taxed to support the extravagant Canadiani Government. To be

accused of plotting for union with Canada is a sure cause for defeat

at the poils. It reminds one of- the Liberai appeai in the recent

election, and a potent appeal at that, which called upon the people iii

the newer parts of the Dominion to vote for the Liberal Government

if they desired to see a railway run to Hudson Bay and see the

National Transconitinental completed.

ber makes Sir Thomas say: *tIhe actions,
c in an ultimate sense. It came without w

an in.tensely anxious time for practicaliy ever

s corporation, they had at that time, about a

)f twenty million dollars on deposit, which fi

He blamed ýthe batiks for the manner in whi
luin i 1-inicts andI realtv. and then, after

ebec and LU
ad-or being
ni carefuliy
Sir Robert
of the OPiP<

irs, Quebec being Cana
ritory. The boundary
e cases timber limnit gr
.and Sir Edward Mo

at he would be the best
before the Privy Counc
of one Party or the oth

against il:,
aware th2
mie d ay a

il service b
and w/ho
Elcial.


