
realized that the other was perplexed
by the same question, while the girl
wýas astonished to find lier vague sus-
picions shared. Wihile they sat sulent,
Colonel Barrington came in.

"I arn glad to see you looking se much
better, Maud," hie eaid, with a trace of
embarrassment. "Courthorne ie resting
still. Now, I can't be'lp feelig that we
bave tbeen a trille more distant than was
needful with hMm. The man bas realiy
behaved very discreetly. I mean in
everything."1

This was a great admnission, and Miss
Barrington smiled. "DMd it hurt you
very much to tell us that?" ehle asked.

,The Colonel laughed. "I know what
you meau, and if you put me on My
mettle I-1 retract. After ail, it was
no great credit to him, because blood
wi1l tell, and hie le, of coux'se, a our-
thorne."

Almost without hier intention, Maud
Marrington'a eyes wandered towards the
photozrraph, and tben looking up gee
met those of her aunt, and once more
saw the thought that trouibled hier in
them.

"The Courthorne hlood le responsible
for a good deal more than discretion,"
said Miss Barrlngton, who went out
quietly.

HTer brother Rppeared a trille per-
plered. "Nom, 1 faneied yeur unt bail~taken him under her wing, and when I
was about te suggest tlhat, considering
the connection between the familles, we
iniglit ask him over to din-ner occasion-
ally, she goes awvay," he saîid.

Tbhe girl looked down a moment, for,
realizinr that ber uncle recognized the
obligation be was iincer to the mnan he
did not ýlilce, she remenrhered that she
berseif owed hlm eonsiderably more
and he had as.ked for sornething lu re-
turr. Tt was not altogether easy to
grant, but she had twcitly pledged her-
self, sud turning suddenly she laid a
'band on flarrinztois arm.

"Of course: -but 1 wairt fn llIr tf

w 1 have ver7 seldorn asked
ions abouit My affaire, but T
,ice a little practical iutereqt lu
yearY1

sald Barrington, with a smile.
im at your service, myv diear,
ready te acceunt for My stew-
You are no longer uiy warA!,
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