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Why Canada Needs CruisersJUST the otier day, the British cruier "Berwicl
was ordered from St. Lucia lu the West Indîf
to Brazil to proteet British lutercets there. Ai

day, British cruisers may be ordered to Vera Cni
to protect British intereets Iu Mexico. Iudeed, thcm
le probably a British cruiser in that port at presen

Canada hue millions at stake lu these two coui
tries aud many Canadian citizens lu each. Ti
wealth and tiese cîtizeus wmll ho protected by Britie
ciruisers. If Canadiaus are forced to fiee frox
Mexico, they will go aboard British cruisers. Th!
has beeu the custom lu the past, and wlll be lu th
future. Canadiaus have always beon consldered b
the British uavy as equal In Importance witi otho
~British subjecte.

Yet hore le a service wich, so far as America i
concerned, Canada should be performing for hersell
It le absurd that an Important country sucli as thi
lias grown to bo siould be unable to scnd a singl,
cruiser ont upon the hîgli seas to reecue citizen,
lu d&stress. Truc, we may choose to rely upon thî
British cruisens--but ln that case we should contri
bute a, portion o! the coat. We should ut loet b4
logieal.

Crusers along our owu couet would aiso ho usefu
lu case o! marine dîsaster. Our sbipping lias growxtremendously and Canadian vessels lu dIetrees mus,
nccessarlly Increaso. The fast cruiser la a greal
relief boat, and the relief training le both dîgnliedi
and usoful work for a warsip's offîcers and crew.

WWW
Build Cruisers NowWMY should not the Minister of Finance put an

Item lu hie Budget, provldiug for ten millioni
dollars te begîn the construction o! a battle.

siip and two or three eubsidiary war vessels? Boti
parties are agrced that eometing eiould be doue
spoodlly lu tic way o! contributlug to thc naval de-
fonce o! the BrItanie pooples. Tic only differeuce
o! opinion nelatee to the disposition o! the ships when
they are bulît. Tie Conservatives want them placed
lu charge of the British Admiralty, the Liberals lu
charge o! tic Canadian Admlnalty. By leavlng this
point ta bo declded ut the noxt gencral election, tic
Goverument could reusonably uppropriate a sum o!
ton millious to bo ueed for beginnlug construction.
Two or tince keels would be laid down lu Great
Britaîn'ut buce, and tic work got under way. Thon
wien, tic election le aven, tic shipe can bo left lu
Great Bnitain or brougit to Canada as the Govoru-
meut o! the day may'decide.

Tic Liberuls could flot reasanably oppose 'thîs
move. Tiey cauld flot urge tiat it interferes lu auy
way witi the Canadien Naval Service Act, on thut
it cloed tic door te tic ultimute. adaption of a
"Canadien Navy", polley. Moreover, If they dld
objct, tliey would hiave no power to defeat It. Tic
House cf Commane ýmajorlty wculd, pus& It and the
Sonate le preventcd by tie Constitution freim Inter-
fening. Indeod some Liberals suggesed tus method
of procedune luet session.

The Conservatives have everything to, gain and
nothlng te lcse by sucli a move. Theyhave been
talklng «emcrgoucy"'-and this would ho an emor-
geucy measure. Tiey have spoken o! our ungruteful
attitude towards BrItannie defonce-and this wauld
bo an evideuce o! our wIllngucss te do somothlng.
They have argued about our duty to tic fiag-and
thus wculd be a feasible metiod o! eliowlug aur
fealty. Tbey bave cialmed that If tic Sonate mu-
Jcnlty would let tient they would act-yet hore je
an avenue of escape wich tic Sonate hus elt closod,
and cunnot ovon If It would.

Sucli a mover would app)eul tc thxe people ail aven
Canada. It wculd sot us night with Australia and
New Zealand. It would prevent funtior criticisme
cf our "do-nothiug" pollcy en the part e! the defeuce
authorltios lu London. Witliaut InterfonIng with afroc and full domestie discussion cf ail the disputed
pointe lu naval pollcy, It would upliold Canada's
good namne as an integral factor In the Bnitannie
Alliance.

Comedies al OttawaPUBLIC opinion demande that thene shallh be s
comedy ut Ottawa. The Membe cf Palia-
ment may retert that tiere la no mmcli thlng

as public opinion, and even If thora le, It le not lu
a position te muke "demande." It le net onguuized
and It lias fia meuthpieces-all newspapers boing
party organe. Nevertheless, tiene le a demand among
tiinking People that thc comcdy stunts shculd ho
eut out cf the programme ut the national theatre.

Luet week oe of tiese one-act comedies was
etaged ut Ottawa, wien Mr. Knewles, on bohlf of
the Opposition, meved te abolisi the dutles on agi,!-
cultural Iinplemeuts. The Liberais kuew that suci
a resolution could net be adopted by the Governmeut

because the official policy on this point wiIl be
announced In the budget speech, and because the
abolition of these duties would entaîl other changeslu i the tariff whlch wonld amount to a virtual abandon-

[Y ment of our system of protection. Yet the Liberalsiz gaily walked upon the stage and made grand.e speeches in faveur of free implements. The Con-~*servatives merely pointed, lu their turn, that the
'Libeals had been In power from 1896 to 1911, and.ahad nlot abolished these duties, therefore there wash no sincerlty in their present demand.
n The Conservatives cannot abolieli these duties,'athough they may reduce them. If the Liberals came

e into power before the next session of parliament,
ythe duties would still be retalned. Yet for politicalr effect, the demaud ls made for something which every

one kno-ws Is Impossible.
a This le a sample of the comedy which makes the
House of Commons a grave disappointmeut to the

athlnking citizen. Sometimes the LIberals Introduce
the comie feature, sometimes the Consorvatives are
guilty. Neither eide can dlaim a mouopoly o! the
bnffoonery.

Spoiling Good People
ESTERN ONTARIO has been the garden ofiXXJ Canada and the cradle of Canadian enter-

Prise. But there are signs o! decay. The
Ontario Goverument favoured these People seime time

Cruisers Wantea
Hon, W. T. White should put an item of ten

1 millions in the Budget for two or three cruisers
to be bulit at once In Britain. Later it can be
declded whether these shall bc part of a Cana-
dian navy or not. But the cruisers are needed
now to represent Canada on the coasta cf
Mexico and other American countries where
Canada has citizens and investmients. They
are aiso needed on aur own coasts.

A ten million item In the Budget could not be
voted down by theSenate, which has no power
over the Budget. If the Liberals in the House
were appealed ta in a nice spirit, the Item would
pass wlthout opposition.

If Mr. White refuses ta take this easy course,
the country wili remember It against him and
hie colleagues. If he takes It, Canada's good
name wiIl be, preserved among the Britannic
peýopIes. This la a simple way out.

ago with a loan of over twenty millions o! dollars
to enable tliem get cheap power. The Dominion Gov-
ernment foll ,owed this up wlth a rush order for bulld-
lug a new Welland Canal. These and other faveurs
are sapplng the vIrllity of Western Ontario.

The evIdeuce cof this'is seen In the big deputation
whichla Is to go to Ottawa to ask for bonuses to elec-
trio rallways throughout the district. These people
are rlch and prosperous and eau afford to bulld their 1
own elec trie rallways, but they have got the idea
that a mnan Is foolleli to put Up his owu money If lie
eau got the government te 'do It. Surely a rallway lu
our old-settled portion of Canada Is on a différent
basie to a colouization road In a newer portion!

Suchl i human nature. The more the government
doos for a commuulty, the more It wants. The gev-
ernmehits, are now building good rmade, supplying
agricultural education, glvlng thora eleaP power, and
doing a dozen and one tbings for these wealthy 1
people whtch tliey dld not do before, and yet they
want more. b

Electrlc railway «subsidies would be a crime in a
Western Ontarlo--or ln any other part of Canada. PIt would eventually be as bad as the pension fund
o! the UJnited States.^ Surely Western Ontario le e
not losiug Its senses. .

A Realjoker eM R. J. W. JOHNSON, member of the Ontario
Legislature for West Hastings, says that
under the present law, marrIedý womeu are g

mère chattels, owned and controlled by their bus-
bauds. Re actually told thle with a grave counten- Ce
ance lu front of Dr. Margaret GJordon, Mrs. Iluestis t]
and other prominent suffragists. The Idea, of these Il
ladies belng the cliattels of any man le laugliable. e~
Apparently Mr. Johinson lias neot met them often. A
The lionourable gentleman had better move about lu ti
Toronto Society before lie makes any more sucb Ilfoolisli statemeuts. hi

Âny man wlio ls bath truthful and observiug could 9
give Mr. Johinson mucli first-haud Information on thie 'PI
subJeet. The wives xnay be cliattels lu West HastIngs
and Iu the Italian quarter of Toronto, but nlot In the l
cireles lu which Dr. Margaret Gordon and Mrs. PHuestis move. If there le a wlfe lu the botter rosi.
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dential districts in Toronto who is a chattel, the case
is exceptional. Every married member of the staff
of the Canadian Courier is prepared to submait in-
dubitable evidence in support of this view. Mr.
Johnson le thinking o! our grand-mothers, not of
our wlves.

Li LU
Af Last! Af Last!WHEN the civil service reformers awoke on

the morning of Mardi 12th and read In their
favourite morning paper that a member o!

the Ontario Legisiature had suggested that the menit
system should be adopted, he exclaimed, "At last!
At last!" Some of them may have remembered that
there was a partial eclipse of the moon on the pre-
vious day, and been doubtful. But the fact le a
fact. Dr. James McQueen, member for North Went-
worth, did arise and declare that the patronage sys-
tem le inimical to the efficlency of the public ser-
vices. O ye ehades of Sir Oliver Mowat, Dr. Beattie
Nesbitt, Lud Cameron and Cap. Crawford!

Now the lce le broken. True, the hole le emaîl, but'
it can be eularged. The reformere ehould get busy.
0f course, they muet take no notice o! the ely In-
sinuation made hy The Globe that "civil service re-
form muet wait on a change of government." Judging
by other experiences, the time to get the support of
an Opposition le when it le stili an Opposition. There
le corne educative wonk requlred, but the task of lu-
troducing the menit system into Ontario appoint-
monts le not one to dismay any rouI bellever.

Senatorial Time Limit
S a begluning in Senate Reform, wiy not adoptAthe rule that ail Senators saol retire when

they have reached eeventy years of age? To-
day tiore are thlrty-three members o! the upper
house who are over seventy yeurs of age. Tweuty-
one o! these are Libenals and twelve are Conser-
vatives.

Such a rul would have several effecte. It would
tend to make the Senate a more lively and aggresslve
body by lowerlng the average uge. It would be an
Inducement to governments to appoint younger mon
to the upper bouse. And flnally it would hclp to
solve a dlfficulty suci as the governmont of to-day
faces with an adverse mujority lu the Senate.

Neithen party wlsiee to abolleli the Sonate. Here
there le a eliglit reform, to wiich there eau be no0
reaconable objection, and yet one whlch miglit do
mucli to remove the most glariug defect of tic Senate
as at presont constituted. It miglit exelude some
good mon, such as Sir Mackenzie Bowell, who le
active at ninoty, but It would eliminato many whose
era of usofulnees as leglelators bas passed away.

The Truth About WellandÀCORRESPONDENT Insînuates that lu un
article commeutlng upon the Welland votlng,
on the Scott Act, the Canadian'Courler "de-

fended Incompetence, lnaccuracy and irregularîties' *"
This was not tlie Intention. The Investigations lu
Welland ehowed tiat thc Irregularities werc nlot to
be blamed-- on the oppononts o! the act. The mie-
takos were made by incompetent mon who may or
may nlot have beený antl-Scott-Act men. Whatevcr the
deputy retunning offIccre wore. they deprlvod the
"Autis" o! more votes than they dld the "Pros."

The temperance people tried te make out that
W elland was stolen from tliem. Thé truth le that
the Incompeteuce o! thc doputios nearly made tiem
a prescut o! the county. If thc tomperance. onthus-
[acte would throw lose mud ut the; people who do flot
agree wlth them, their cause would show oven
greaten progress tian It le now making.

fftntmum Wage ProgressALREADY nine, State Legielatures lu the nelgi-
bourIng Ropubllc have adopted the principle
o! thc minimum wage for womeu and minore.

Ifaseachusette led the way wlti, an ludîfferent act lu
.912. Wisconsin, Minnesota, Washington, Oregon,
'alifornia, Colorado, Nebraska aud UJtah adoptod
>otter acte lu 1913. Other Legeslutures have con-
*Idored thc subjoct, but doue nothing definite. Tic
inogrese, however, lias beau marvellous.
It le thouglit that theso uow lawe will increase the

*fflclcncy. o! employers as well as employece. The
nefficlent employer eau only hold hie position by
aylug lower wagee than is competItor. Wlion the
raees o! women and chldron are made standard In
adi lnduetry, tic employer wlth antiquatod methode
rill be forced te Improve or go ont o! business.
Tic Federal Bureau o! Labour fouud, ou Investi-

ation lu New York, Chicago. Phlladelphia. St.
Auie, Boston, Minneapolis and St. Pui that 20 par
ont. o! the women, "not living at home," earued lese
han $6 a week, and 58.6 Per cent. less than $8 a weok.

Chicago, In efgit department stores, 23. per cent
anned lees than $6 and 53.4 per >cent. less than $8.
*Wage Board eau do something for theso unfor-

mutes. It canmot put Young and unexperienccd
elp on the same Plane as experieuced au'd efficient
elp, but It on make the graeplng emnployer pay the
ime rates as hie more generous and efficient> com-
etitor.
The subJeet Ioe one wiich should ho studled by
,adlug Canadi 'an womeu. It would'do more -te imm
rove the race and mneuse happIness than auy eue
o>ctl re!orm now bofora the. publie.


