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S EVENTY minutes were ail that were required by the Hon. Mr.Su ton, on Friday of last week, to make the greatest speech that
lias been heard in the House ai Commons tiis session. Mr. Graliam's
speech on the Government railways, and Mr. Fielding's speech on the

A SPAKER Budget, were wortliy efforts, but Mr. Sifton ireed
AN S P E KECR from departmental responsibilities and statistics

was able ta toucli several subjects with a freedom
and a canciseness which are unusual.

He declared for a thoroughly organised consular service whicli
wQuld stimutlate ioreign trade; for civil service reforin whicli wauld
take patronage out ai the hands ai politicians and members af Parlia-
ment; for the throwving open of unallotted railway lands ta home-
steaders; for the building of a Hudson Bay railway out of the funds
realised fromn the sale ai Western lands.; for private ownership of al
great undertakings so long as these are well-managed; and for the
All-Red Route. In dealing witli eacli ai these tapics lie was practical
and ±iot thearetical. His facts were well-cliosen and alniost con-
vincing. He gave lis reasons in eacli case clearly and forcibly. The
wliole effort was statesmnanlike in an unusual degree.

Wlien one reads that speech, lie understands wliy Mr. Sifton does
nat care ta again become the liolder of a portfolio. He lias iound that
there is mnoie air outside. To get a proper perspective ai Canada's
great problems, ance sliuld not be hiampered by party shibboleths and
party necessities. A member ai a Dominion Cabinet or a leader of tlie
Opposition mnay know the trutli and may be anxiousý ta follow it, but
lie is condened ta cansider tlie effect of lis uitterances and actions on
tlie party's fortunes. Mr. Sifton slipped off tlie lassa a few years ago
and lie prefers ireedom ta bandage. He is as anxiaus as ever ta serve
Canada, but prefers ta do it as a publicist rather tlian as a palitician.

The speech also sliows, wliat most ai us have realised, tliat Mr.
Sifton's forte is constructive work, nat criticism. Iu lis mental atti-
tude, lie recalîs Han. George Brown and Sir John Macdonald when
they were working on Canfederation. He lias noL the rlietoric of tlie
Hon. josepli Howe but lie lias muchi the saine type ai vision and is
more practical. He would buîld uip a nation as business men wauld
found a great banik or create a transcontinental railway systemn.
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ýaltliougli its powers are flot so wide as those whicli would be involved
in these suggestions. The Board is ta see that the duties impased
give the proper amaunt ai protection. It is ta divide the country inta
industrial districts and publisli scales ai "fair and reasonable wages"
for sucli districts. Na legal compulsion is ta be made use ai witli
a view ta liaving these adopted; the appeal is ta, be ta the seli-interest
ai the employers. On certain goods already protected excise duties
will be imposed. If the emplayer accepts the published scale ai "fair
and reasanable wages" tlie excise taxes will be remitted. 'Otlierwise
lie must pay these taxes.

Witli a view ta protecting the consumer the Baard lias powers
somewliat like the aipti-combine provisions ai the Cana 'dian legislation.
The Board is ta prevent any.undue inflation ai prices due ta pro tection.
Its powers, liowever, are investigatory alone. It is ta inivestigate the
prices cliarged by the protected producers; if it finds the prices
unreasonable it îs ta repart ta the Governmient. It is iii the discretion
ai the Government wlietlier it will take action or not.

Under pratective scliemes in general we find different points oi
appeal. In some cases it is the diversification ai industry; in others
it is the standard ai living as affected by the level ai wages. It is
natural tliat in Australia, wliere sucli prominence lias been given ta
campulsory arbitration, stress sliould be laid an' the wage side of tlie
prablem. The complexity ai the system and the far-reaching extent
ai the governmental intervention in industry attract attention ta the
implicat 'ions ai protection in this, tlie mast tliorouglily balanced
selieme of protection yet developed. It is significant that the
employers are ta be allawed, in iorm at least, a certain amount ai
liberty in the fixing ai wages.

A REVIEWER ai the books and articles an tlie Calonial Caonier-
ence Va 1907 ventures a rather suggestive statement.* He avers

that had Mr. Bourassa met political defeat in Quebec before the
Conierence instead ai aiter it, Sir Wilfrid Laurier miglit have been

THE RAK ON mare entliusiastic in the cause ai Imper!alism.
THPERAKEON The reviewer says that "abviausly lie [Sir Wil-

IMPERÂLISMfrid] went ta tie Conierence resolved ta oppose

any new develapments in political relations" and suggests as a reason
for this attitude that "Sir Wilfrid liad always in lis mind a vision ai
Mr. B3ourassa finding in the Conierence new material for an anti-
imperiaiist campaign in tlie province oi Quebec."

The reviewer in question lias probably laid too mucli at Mr.
Baurassa's door. It is questionable if Sir Wilfrid, witli so large a
iollowing in Parliament and in the country, liad any reason for iearing
this ardli anti-imperialist. Politically, Mr. Bourassa neyer counted for a
great deal. He is well educated, well informed and a passionate
speaker, but lie lias neyer been able ta create an organised iallowing.
Only' a party leader, which Mr. Bourassa neyer was and probably
never can be, could create fear in~ the mind of Canada's foremost
statesman. The man wlio had placidly accepted the resignations ai
Mr. Tarte, Mr. Blair and Mr. Sifton would nat be likely to airer-
estimate the political power of Mr. Bourassa.


