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THE PARLIAMENTARY SESSION

A LTHOUGH the present session of the Domi nion Parliament

'~commenced in November last, it stili exists. Tlie dragginess of

the early days lias been displaced by an impatient activity indnced by

the hot weather. In the cool days, the arguments were heated and

long-drawn-out; in these warmn days, the opposite state of aiffairs

exists. Presumably this is the season for which the Government lias

been waiting, and its most important legisiation is now being discussed

and passed by a sweetly reasonable body of law-makers. It would

seem to be another tactical triumph for the Premier.

After a tortuons and donbtful career, the mnch-discussed Election

Bill has got into its final stage. There lias been yielding on bothi

sides, and the Billlias really been tnirned inside out and npside down.

The discussion over it lias done this: It lias warned tlie provincial

governments that their voting lists must be kept above suspicion, or

a party will arilse at Ottawa which will substitute federal for provin-

cial iists.
The Civil Service Reform Bill is the greatest contribution of the

Session. The report of the special commission appointed to, investi-

gate the situation and the attitude of the Leader of the Opposition

were the two great causes which led to the introduction of the Bill.

If Ieft to themselves, the Government wouild probably have preferred

to wait until after the elections before bringing in sucli a radical

reform; yet it is quite arguable that juist before a general election is

more suitable for such a measuire than the day after. Tliat the Bill

is flot sufficiently comprehensive to suit the radical reformers is quite

natural; most reform bills have this dharacteristic. That it will

require amendment and enlargement from time to time is as certain

as in the case of ail lezislation which introduces new priniciples into
iental
SAnu with little opposition, simply because there

Dnt it. The pension system would have
it an annuity system is so simple and s0

)ne conld serionsly oppose it. It provides
ertain periodical sums into the Dominion

55, begin to draw an annuity based on
inound intereat at the rate of three n)er

or so, and plats or plans a sub-division. This contains a number of
streets and a great number of 'lots. The latter are offered for s'ale at

prices varying fromn $50 a lot to building sites at $50 a foot front.age.

This sub-division business lias been steadily pursued by clever specu-

lators in Fort William, Port Arthur and ail the larger towns between

those points and the Pacific coast. The successful vendor of a sub-

division makes a great deal of money.
In Winnipeg, sub-divisions have been placed upon the market

which at the time seemed fantastic to the wise-acres. The foolish

people who.paid higli prices for small farm-land lots were the su'bject

of condolence. Yet a city which has increased its population by
50,000 in five years lias made some of these fantastie speculations

develop into profitable investmnents. The Winnipeg Real 1Estate

Exchiange has endeavoured to discourage some of these speculations

and lias even gone so far'as to try an i persuade the newspapers t'O

refuse to, publish advertisements respecting certain of these sub-

divisions. Since 1890, there lias been a clause in the Winnipeg
charter which requires that aIl new surveys mulst be approved by the

City surveyor and, no plan may be registered without his certificate.

This lias -proved of considerable value as a check. Since 1904, no,

undivided land may be coniverted into town lots until ail arrears of

taxes are paid. This also prevents imposition of a certain kinid.

It would scem that, like Iopsy,, the towns and cities of the West

have simply grown; they have not been made. There lias been no

comprehensive and well-planned scheme for leading streets, for rail-

way tracks, for sewage or for the proper grouping of the varionis

portions of the muinicipality. The towns grow according to, the vary -
ing tastes and dreamns of the real estate boomsters. If each province

liad a municipal commission to lay out thc various towns;- or if each

muitnicipality was compelled ýby law to appoint such a commission to

miake the proper sub-divisions, the towns and cities wonild be more

attractive and could be more economically governed.
Winnipeg's problem of this kind lias been complicated still

further by its rivers and railways. The Red River cuits off its extenl-

sion eastward and the Assiniboine its extension southward. The

main street was originally near the junction of the two rivers and there

it remamns. The dlevelpoment lias not been in ail directions, circling

out from the business section. The city lias grown only north and

west. The main streets to the north have ail been cut by the C. P. R.

yards which are said to be the largest in the world. Main Street

rnasses under the tracks through an expensive subway. One street
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