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Concessions
Recentiy a British Columbia commission was ap- over flfty per cenit and ail the representatives, the

pointed to recommend provincial action with regard 'howl from the Socialièts would be heard throughoutAo our oid friends, the Doukhobors. One recom- Cbristendom.
-mendation stands out clearly above ail the rest, viz., In several of the provinces-indeed in ail the
that ail iflcomiflg settlers mnust understand that provinces, and in the wlhole Dominion-the minor-
henceforth they are expected to fali in with the Ways ities have no re presentation li proportion to their
of the country, for no special privileges will be number. The only cure for the evil is proportional
granted them. This should apply ail tbe way round. representation. This systemi is in force not only in
What- right -Lave a few. people, in the in fancy of a a country like France, but quite recently bas been

-great province, to ask for a concession in the name adopted by Great Britain in the Home Rule mess-
Of religion or nationality, 'such concession to apply ure-where iL is provlded that where some- of the
to their own -following for ail time? It is as un-- cities send three members to Parliament the minor-
patriotic as it is unjust. There shouid neyer be auj ity, if large enougb, shall have a right to name one
cçncessions of this kind. Special priviiege is alwa3 i of them. It is not 80 diffleuit to arrange -ballot&,
dangerous. Any man who seizes. this fundament. L for voting after this fashion. France has a very
-ides can hardly fail to become a good citizen. I f - omplex systemn but it is almost perfect in its -fair-
he fails to recognize it, hie is likely to prove danger.- neas. The British systemn is simplicity itself and is
ous to the social organism.. Special privilege in trade so fair» that every man, who studies it will give it
and commerce is bad enough, but it is unutterabiy bis endorsation.
bad when extended in the. name of religion or race. Were the systemn in vogue it would end bribery

and corruption. For this reason it. will not be toler-
ated in Canada just yet, but, ail the samne, it is

- . * * * * * * coming, with government ownership of, public util-
ities, and a parcels post, and abolition of the bar, and
the referendum, and a dozen other reforma that

-REDISTRIBUT1ON vested wrongs now render impossible.
*The making of the coutry's iaws is entrusted to

the, representatives of the people la Parliament.
Pàrliament sbould fairly represent ail the people-
every district, and every important opinion; Towards
this eud two things are necessary: redistribution, aud
proportional representationi.11

As it now stands, Western Canada should have
tweuty-five additional members at Ottawa. Unleas a
redistribution measure ia brought down and actet
upon at the present session, the newer and bettcr
Canada will lie unjustly treated for another yea,
snd perhaps for two or even three years. If al
appeal 18 made to the country before'a redistribution
is made, it is possible that we may bave another
census taken before auytbing la donc. This lu ab-
solutely unfair snd yet it la ouly a sample of treat-
ment that bas become altogetber too common. If
the Western Provinces are in Confederation they
slîould have the same riglits as others. Tbe3y demand
nothing more than equalîty of oppojtunity, and this
tbey are determined to have. Every set of unfair-
ness on the part of the provin,-cs wbo now holdthe.
majority vote wili create an unfriendliness and even
a bitterneas that years wilI not remove, sud will
make impossible that feeling of unity whicb is the
condition of ail permanent prosperity.

A QUINQUENNIAL CENSUS

With our country developing so rapidly, it is
only fair that a census should bce taken every five
years. This is necessary, not only in order to ensure
a fair representation in Parliament, but to proteet
the country- from w-bat miglit lie termed liblc.
Canada lias aiways more thaiîtbe census shows.
More than that, the census wouid lie far more accur-
ate if taken every five years. As it is nowv, a new
set of mien have to bc brokert in every ten vears.
Under a five-vear s3stem many of the ivorkers woffid
belong to a permanent staff. The mistakes made in
Western Caniada during the last taking of the cenisus
ilidicate the necessity for empioying more people wbo
have lîad some experience in the work.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

Representation shouki not only bce fair to dis-
41-nets. It shotild be fair to every view held by a
(ulisidi(erable section of the people. Recenitî-, ili
Au1stra1ia, the Sociali.es poiled a fract u-,Over,- fiftý.
1-l' cenit of the total vote, and yet so niceiy were
I lle majoities distributed that every niember of the
!!''lI>e is a Socialist. Now, this la bardiv fair to the
Othcî- side; and if the other side had the fractioin
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OCEAN RATES

Wheat at Fort, William is eleven cents cheaper
than it was a year ago, yet when ii reaches Liverpool
the price is the same as a year ago. Whet causes
the difference? The middlema-in this case the
transporter. What lu the remedy? A merchant
marine. If seven and one-half cents paid the car-
niage from Montreal to Liverpool la 1911, it shouid

-not take thirteen cents to carry it in 1912.
There lu a good, field for investigation here for

those bodies that are supposed to be the guardians,
for the people. In making such an investigation it
will be well to recognize that the rate from Montreal
to the Motherland exceeds that f rom New York;
that it is quite possible to get ail the vessels re-
quired for American trade, but almost impossible
to get ships to come to Canadian harbors. An s
resuit the bulk of Canadian produets is shipped from
American ports. Buffalo sends out more wheat than
Montreal, and this is only an illustration.

Why is this? Partiy because the insurance rate
paid by vessels trading to Canada is, 25 per cent
iier than that paid by vessels carrying trade f rom

other countries; partly because, apart from the
highly subsidized liners, there are few independent
steamers in the Canadian carrying trade. Those
that are in the trade do not complain of high insur-
ance rates because, as in the case of the tariff, the
producer and consumer pay the price. It la not a
very wise policy, 'surely, to subsidize directly andl
indirectly giest carriers by rail and water, and then
find that they double rates just as they please. No-
one expects that rates will be as low as a few 3'ears
ago. The cost of living in ail lands has increased
too rapidly for that, but there is no reason why
Canada should îîot have aIlt tle vessels needed for its
trade at ressonable cost to the shippers. So m-e
expect those in charge of our affairs to take note of
conditions and find a w ay out. The present investi-
gation into railwsy rates is no more necessary than
an investigation into the rates charged by ocean and
lake steamships.
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POPULAR VOTING

Tt is customary these dlays for newspapers and
<thei -,aencies to take popular votes on live ques-
tions. F-or instance, the managers of moving picture
shows are takingr a vote <of their patrons as to the
advîsahiiitv of openîng the theati-es o>n Sundav. The
vote is, ofcourse, very muh i in favor of the proposai.
No one would urge on that -round that legislation

should be enacted, giving, the theatres the right to
.bol d Sunday 'exhibitions. The thousandas who i»ever
patronize the shows-and perhaps witb good ràan-
do not appear in the vote at ail. In other words, the
vote is not a popular vote--ltla the ,expression bf
prejudiced parties.

Similarly the.'vote that in now being.,taken,, by
the Moutr-eal Witnesa on thirteen live questionisprob-'
ably represents a biased coristituency. .it wouÜld be
interesting, for exemple, to. obtain a voteÀf ýthe
readera of, gay, the Toronto News, on the'- mrne
questions. None the lese is the vote on the Witn m
questions full of intereet. It shows a great mâlorty,
opposed te the gift- of bsttleshlp, i~iU
majority in favor of a Canadian navy, with% a sîî
vote in the West againat both polieies. Thera les
feeling almoat approaching uxanimity lin. fvor .,o
Imperial free trade. The pareels pont idea s.*q-
proved by 99 per' cent' of the vçqters, snd 87 #ër
cent favor the single tax. Governmùent oWèm1
finda favor with three eut of four, 'but-. wuu, ou-
frage is not favored by nearly n~o ii.Vî4"
on the abolition of the bar was',pra'ýtiès1iy .in-
imaus and the referendum was very popular hi tàW
West., This a&l shows *that the, readérs f ii
Witness are in sympathy with its own v'iêýfç.", -
aiseo shows that the West han opinions of its owýi
on questions spart from trade. The questioki le véy.
welI raiaed ase to whether a popular vote, taken When
no eleetion in pending, would. not be lnfinitey emqro
suggestive and liont than a vote taken dulng wth
heat of a content.
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SUBSTITUTÏ8 FOR g4100n 8

There is more or lese of menit in the, argurnjt---
that when saloonr are voted out somethig ehsotM
be set up to talcs their places. Ofcoru, tô.3»i
a large sense in which it l'a true. that ..wlth- th f' -djp.
appearance of the'-saloon many of its cuetomie is ù
their attention to work, 'readingi attendance Ô
church and other public" services snd in other wa$a
occupy the tîme and expend the effort wilçh hitb orto
has been given to the barroom. But there are reà-
leos men, those who have.few settled habft, of -lite,
and who lack interest in many of the ordlnary. thmg -

in every community. To reach such men and -to
provide for their social demande la a problemp thet
sbould not be neglected. Ln short, every.eommninty
which banishes the saloon should use its every effort
to maintain a state of affairs such as will defeat all,
desire for a returu of the evil buslaoessé 1 À@al
legitimate means should be ýused to put the saloon-
out of business, we say now thât every proper effort
should be made to keep it out of business.
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THE CHURCH AND POLITICS

What is the dûty of tlhe pulpit in matters
îolitical? Lt should not be difficuit Io find an anuwer.
It la clearly one of the supreme aims of thoecijurdi
to bring about the reign of.-righteou»nes-ý"Thy Witt
lbe doue on earth as it is dope in Heaven." Noir,
righteousness is'based on know ledge, and; the Chr!s-
tian teachier is in duty bound to set. forth tbe -priat-
ciples that govern the 'Xingdom." He cannot do tWus
effectively without referring to definite practie l
the home, th-state snd the business call inga of men.
One reason wil>y% the puipit has been inéffective le..
bèeiuse it lias leen contenit to-preich- abstJact truth.
The niost liopeful sign of the times is that -tCie
Clîurlm is awa-ing to the. fact that it shopIld be %
prart ical institution. Lt must lbe willing to go ore
steli furtlier if it is to regain the confidence of' the
pîeople. It inust exelîzde from its membership,'aIL
~-wlo are gîiilty of gross i nmoralitv-personai, Po.tl
ia or voeatioîîal. A dlean church of fifty nVmbers la
itii<re effeetive than an incoiisteut"church of. fivo,
Iiîîîîdred zucubers.
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