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over the bridge as usual, alone."y The
chief paused and smiled.

"IYes?" Suggested his companion eage.
Sly..Yo will ' e orders -that 4 ro of the'
pianks in the brktge be taken Up.y

"We will goover to those pollard wil-
1ows there a nd wait, nd watch. If
the old fo01 hais n the brnk, or if he
turns backý, he is no more blind than
you or me.'

"And if lie walks riglit on
"lThen, of course, lie is innocent. But

.he'il drown, and a good riddance."1
They laughed.
"«It is a very humorous idea, excellency.

And here comes the beer. Let us drinkto the success of our littie plot.",

"lGraîxdfather, there is somehody fol-
lowing us."

"How do you know? I hope you
have not iooked around often, my child.
Remember that aiways looks suspicious."1

"No, I stopped to reaeh up for some
cherries on thât bush, and i saw hlm
then. Hie dodged behind a hedge, but
I cauglit a glimpse of him."

"Who was it?"
"lIt iooked like the coione's orderly."1
"Have acare then! We mustnot carry

out our plan for this evenmng. They
evidently suspect us."

"We cannot-go over to the Mill'?"
"No no!1 Bring the cowsVitr

whÈile i have a pipe." 5 itr
Saying which, oid Laforce seated him-

self on a fa»n tree trùnk on the edget
of a field,/and began to smoke, whiIe
bis grandson proceeded acroes the rich
meàdow land to where in a shallow valley
by a hilside a small herd of cattie browsed.1 They were the soie remnant of the old
man's drove of fine rnilch cows.

Off to the westward a mile or so away,
an old windmiil lifted its great flapping
armas.

The oid man, who couid now see fairly
well, when it was no longer nece.9sary to

bon his guard, cast a keen glance up
and down the~ roud. Hie soon perceived
the .ooe' spy drawing, near ini the lee
of a hedge. and a once re-assumed that
detacbed and contemplative, expresssion
peculiar to the blind.

The boy returned, driving. bis cows
"xd thepaty ,began the hoinieÊaid
tripthe spy. Lis time,. he--ad.

V ~ jictor," said oid Laforce, as lie obe
kïln n is cane, "if anything. shouldh>uM'to me, it WWJ benesayfo

you. to -g o, ove r to Il_-. Do_ you
und' staxnd?". 4

But n othing is going to happen"
protested -the lad.

* "We can neyer tel. Our lives-mine
at Ieat-wouldn't bc worth a minute's
purchase if they learn of my private
telegraph system at the mil yonder.
My faith! How I have fooled the hounds!"

The old man cackkpd mirthfully. The
boy looked serious.

IlI wish I could send the messages," lie
said wistfullv

"They are ground wire my lad, andvery poorly connected, else I would
teach you. It takes an expert to send,
and receive, though the code is simple
enough. But what you can do is to
mnake ail haste to bf- with the paper
I told you about, if 1 arn idlled. Do
you promise?"

"I promise."
"bL- is nineteen miles away."1
No matter. I can walk it."1

"You are a good lad, Victor. 1 feel
that my end is nlot far off. I wouldhave the commandant at L- knowthese things I have learned firom the
paper. You know where to find the
paper?"

" Ulder the tone at. the foot of the big
yew."

"Good! And you remember where Itold you toput--it -k,-c-ase -ou are- s--arci -

The o only haif understood the pur-
Port of ail these directions, but he pos-Sesse(l the virt iic of obedience, and a native

shedesfar beyond bis years.
"IanSorr',"I said old Laforce, with asih ta we have been suspecîed.

Diaiv 1I ave kept the commandant in-formetî Of the movements of the Ger-
mnans. l'o)-nîght is my first failure."

Tlie )() said nothing. He was ab-rent1i s'Oitching at the weeds with along '-t ck .Soon they were in the

" le r(.J)ack at the Croix D'Or,

eannounced old Laforce quietly. " Andlhow angry the swaggering scoundrels'
look!f The spy liad nothing to report,
you sec, Victor."

"Grandfather, you are a Smart maxi.
I think you aee the cleverest pian in the
wvorld,"' said the boy. 1

"éAh no,-lad.' But the good God is onth~sd of France, are as I amn too old
tto join the army 1 do wliat 1Ican inanother way. They don't know that I

was a German seholar mi my younger
days. They talk uver their plans in

lhi oud, boastful way, and my ea 1rs arepretty keen yet. I neyer fail to hear
something of importance each night and
morning as I pass by the fin."

The old man paused, and seizing the
boy's arm, whispered: "That paper,

", Don'tforget!"
'iN ll remember. You can' trust

, If is most important! I stole it,
Vcothe niýht they ail lay drunk

yonder, on the good champagne of'the
Croix D'Or. It la the plan the colonel
himself drew up of their next point of
attack. How they swore and cursed
the next morning at its disappearance!
Little do they imagine it was 'old blînd
Laforce' who took it. I heard the
under-officer blanie it on the wind, and
another on the careiessness of an orderly.
Name of a pipe! It is flot difficile to
hoodwink such stupid dunderheads."

At sunset on 1the following day the
Prussian officers proceeded to carry out
their villainous "test" of old Pierre Laforce.

The boy was enticed to the inn upon
the pretext of showing him liow to do a

1new kind of wood carving, of ýwhich
iindustry Victor was fond. Sa wbile one
of the officers whittled and chopped, and
finally evolved a wondrous assortment
of wooden birds and beasts for the- boy's
benefit, two others arrxed with a crow-
bar and other tools went to 'the bridge
and removed a couple of planks. This
left a gap of about two feet, beneath
which the brown water of tbe river
could be seen swirling rapidly down ta
the fafll, a quarter of a mile beiow the
village. The officers waited behind the
wllIows.

At iength old Laforce was seen a -proaching, and calling, as usual tor the
boy. Hie reaclied the bridge M.d began
to croïs it, tapping bis way along with
the tliorn cane lie alway used.

Suddenly lie stoppâd. lmot hall-
wayv acroslie discerned the gap, and 11ke
a flash bis keen old mind.saw the plot in
ail its devilialiness. Instinctivelylie knew
lie was l4ing watched.

To covei bis pause li urned and callèd
again for bis grandson. But bis brain
was busy.

If lie refused ta cýross, tliey would guesa
at once that lie was not blind at ail. He
and the boy would. both be murdered.
Then who would take the paper to, the
commandant at L-?1.

On the otlier hand, if lie sturnbled into
the gap lie would.be drowned. It was a
deep drop, and lie was not at alcertain
of I swimnuing ability, as many years
iiad passed since last lie 1ud been li the
water.

But France? And Paris?

As lie thouglit of lis country and its
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kbeIoved aud beautiful ital @bon, perý
has o"beunder the eesi, hlehesit'ated po longer. Viqt'iei ord-

ers. When hç,olperewas deadth
3 boy would taket2epa pè > -.M![M

was ail11that mattrd
"For FrancE.-.my patrie"I murmureci

the old maxi, m.straming Lhm ahouldema
Then he walked sutrhtaead.
Ail this ha& taken but a momnt. The.

qiffcers, eyeiug hlm froi their hiding-
place merely saw hum stop and haf tura,
and then pause imnPercetlb befori
going aliead, whez4 no anowerng ahout
from the boy was'to be heày&d

Old Laforce came ta thie !ikfaoe
but a second sud went averS'

There was a splash in the riverb*lw.
-The officers laughed uproUxoaI,.and

.bounded ofttto watcli the gold'mnan e¶ýggl.Ixg wthdeath in the water;witàntael
'tiqaro e or lend a baud.-
diTie fool waa b14uiçlý'jft loi,1!

m uttered the cln l, L ru. Lii l h
a lo u k(f le i' ..

Then they -an»turned "ant sd wuStbackto the estaminewe»:'b
1ud pre ared a bigd n o ô. iee o fé c

>Two ays later imftath to ; IM. é.. Z -
there tramiped a fCanza-agd
boy. There were dust-mwki.andwesir'
lines on is face, and one fhie rme wau
bleeding where a- spent býa1Wet &Wd truàk

But the comm2andant hm.d Wt ,-
and çone on ta the fortiOed town ofB'-,

rodction.tt rf

1916
The EmPire's DemandS for food are gi'eater this gear than last.

Less summer-fallow and less feul ploughing than usuel in 1915 make/ it necessary that the farmers of the Prairie provinces in 1916
shail sow ext ensiuely on stubble lai d

MR. J. H. GRISDALE, Director, and the Superlntendents of the DominionExpermental Farine, urge thelfollowing upon the Farmers:
STUBBLE LAND 0F FIRST CROP AFTER FALULOW

Burn stubble thoroughly as soon as surface is dry. Fire about noon time when steady wind fiablow1ingCultivate at once about two inches deep, then sow the wheat and liarrow immediately afterwarde.fivossible where area is large, liarrow first then cultivate, seed, and harrow agam. Iu Eaeteru~askatcÇxewan sow lY bush. per acre;-in frester Saskatchewan l13j bush. On liglit .oiles ad drylands 50W 3/4 bush. less.

STUBBLE LAND 0F SECZOND CROP AFTER FALLOW
Usually this land should be summer-fallowed, but this year much of it rauat be in crop. Buru stubble ifpossible. This may be helped by scattering straw freely over the field. Wrap old sacking about the eudof a 4-foot stick. Dip in gasoline. Set on fire and shake on straw and stubble. Carry gasoline in openp ail. If stubble is too light to humn then cultivate harrow and aeed a little lighter than above. Oats andbarley wi!l do better than wheat. If shoe drill are used ploueh instead of cultivating. Plough,-pack-or ralI, andthen-harrow, if land 49-grassy-or- weedy. -lu the ilrier -sections- at- least -one-third--oU-a!iý-cropping land should bc summer-fallowed every year.i

STUBBLE LAND 0F THIEàD CROP APTER FALLOW
Do not sow to grain, but summer-fallow. Better use yqur spring labour on other stubble land snd thusmake sure of crops iii 1916 and 1917. Put your labour on lanid that ià like!y tu give best returne.

S EED
Sow only dlean, plump seed of tested variety. Use the fanning mili thoroughly and treat seed for amut.Hlave horses, harness and machines in good shape before starting work.
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