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No. 56.] [1560.

BILL.

An Act to provide for the reduction of Law Costs in the
Collection of Debts, and to abolish Imprisonment for Debt.

HEREAS itiscontrary to every principal of humanity, that an honest

debtor should be oppressed, and his misfortunes made worse by rea-
son ofuny system,authorized by Law, that might be otherwise obviated, and
the rights of the ereditor maintained; And whereas it scems unreasonuhble
that a series of persons should be authorized by any process to intervene
between Debtor and Creditor, unnecessarily, for the obtaining a judguent
against the former, by which his indebtedness is inereased without hene-
fit to the Creditor, and only for profit to the intervening parties; And
whereas it i3 equally contrary to humenity that any Judge should be

Preamble,

empowered to commit an honest debtor to prison on the ground of cou-

tempt of Court, when such contempt is hut a misconstruetion of ihe
Debtor's inability to pay.  Her Majesty therefore enacts &e.,

1. From and after the passing of this Act, it shall and may be lawful
for » Dcbtorto give to the Creditor or his Attorney an acknowledgment,
in writing, of his indebtedness in the form A. to this act appended, or to
the like effect, which acknowledgment shall be waken as a judgment
obtained in Court, and for which no costs shall be recoverable aguinst
such debror,

11. Fces on further proceedings, subsequent to such Judgment, shzil
beas is now provided for, but no szle of goods and chattels shall be made
under or by virtue of such judgment so acknowledged, within « less
period than three months from the date of the same.

III. When a creditor refuses to accept such acknowledgment, on the
ground that itdoes not coverthe amount ducto him, then the procecdings
may be as if this Act had not been passed, but, in the event of the
Jjudgment obtained being for a sum not exceeding the amount expressed

“in the acknowledgment tendered by virtue of this Act, then no costs

shall be recoverable from the Debtior, on the proceedings taken in such
suit, further than is allowed in cases wherc such acknowledgmentis made
and accepted. :

1V. This Act shall not be consirued so as to interfere with the
provisions of the Law preventing fraudulent preferences and assign-
mentx.

V. No person shall be held in custody, nor shall any person be im-
prisoned on account of any Debt whatever, under any construction of
Law whatsoever, after the passing of this Act, saving and excepting,
where Fraud or. Concealment of property is distinctly charged, upon
Oath, against such Debtor, then the existing Laws shall apply as if this
Act hud not been passed.
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