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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, FEB. 23, 1855.

7 Notice.—Mr, P.H. McCawley’s connection
-with this paper as travelling agent, and collector, has
ceased from this date.

‘ NEWS OF THE WEEK.
e Baltic brings important news. A Ministry

. has been formed, with Lord Palmerston for Premier,

- and in which, with the exception of Lords Aberdeen,

. Newcastle, and John Russell, the members of the

“former Cabinet retain office. Parliament bad ad-

" journed until the 15th inst.

' 'Tbe Government was actively engaged in shipping
troops to the Crimea, and a sum of three millions had
heen voted for the support of the war. From the
seat of war the dates are up to the 30th ult. ; but we
have nothing new to report. The total inactivity of
the Allies, and their utter inability to effect any im-
pression .upon Sebastopol, are glozed over with vague

. generalities, about “ siege works advancing,” and
«renewed aclivity.” These hacknied phrases im-
pose upon nobody now. = Translated into plain Eng-
lish, they mean, that, the besieging army is fast melt-

- ing away, and (hat the Russian stronghold is as im-
pregnable as ever. Provisions were coming into
camp ; but the troops were still very sickly. Several
sorties had been ‘made by the Russians, in one of

* which the French had suffered very severely, and
Loord Lucan had been recalled. This is all that is

+ known with certainty of the state of affairs in the

" Crimea. Rumors, however, are not wanting, Prince

- Menschikoff, so it is given out, is to attack Eupatoria

and Balaklava; and for this purpose reinforcements

. are hastening 1o join him. On the other hand, the
"I'urks, under Omar Pacha, are said to be marching
on Sebastepol, in the vicinity of which a great battle
will soon be fought. The Russians, ‘it is hinted, are

- suffering greatly from the want of supplies; ther: is

" areport also that they had met with a repulse {rom

' the Turks in the Dobrudscha.

"~ In the diplomatic world, there is nothing new ; but
a feeling in favor of peace is springing up even in
Constantinople. Prussia still vacillates; the attitude

. of Austria is becoming more decidedly hostile towards
Russia ; and Holland and Denmark are said to be de-
sirous of joining the Western Powers.

It is with deep regret that we have to announce the
serious illness of His Grace the venerated Arch-
bishop of Quebec. His Grace was attacked with
a severe stroke of paralysis on Monday forenoon
last whilst assisting at the general service of Sister
La Croix. He was immediately conveyed to the
Archbishopric, where he again underwent another
attack, ‘which left him speechless and incapable of

motion. On Tuesday he rallied again a little, and
the doctors lield out hopes of his recovery. Up to
the last account the condition of His Grace was
" very precarious.

ST. MARY'S COLLEGE.

We-were unable in our last week’s issue, from
want of room, to say anything about the ceremony of
-conferring ¢ Doctor’s Degrees” upon several of our
fellow-citizens, which took place in St. Mary’s Col-
lege on the 12th inst., in the presence of .a numerous
- audience, and immediately after the festivities with
-which the féte of the venerated Rector of the Col-
lexe was celebrated by the pupils. These [estivities
concluded, the Rev. I'ather Martin took his seat on
"an elevated stage, accompanied and assisted Ly the
Rev.T. Dégardin and Rev. T. O'Reilly. The lat-
‘ter, in the name of the Faculty of Fordham Univer-
-sity and St. Mary’s College, addressed the gentlemen
op whom the © Doctor’s Degree” was about to be
conferred :— :

s« St. Mary’s College had contracted towards them a
«ebt of gratitude. for valuable assistance and encon-
ragement at ibe beginning of the Institution. In
founding a Law-school in connection with the Codl-
Jege, this debt had - beeun further increased : the -ad-
.vantages it procured to the law-student were, il was
wratefully eonfessed, more the wotk of the citizens,
than of the founders of the establishment. *:

¢ There was only one means in the power of the
latter of testifying their sense of sueh valuable co-
.operation,—and 1hat was, to obtaia for the Patrons of
‘the Law-school a ¢ Doctor’s Degree. * That this might
"be at the same time a testimony of affection and gra-
titude from the whole Society of Jesus, towards Cana-
dz and the Canadians, the University-of Fordham' had
-Joyfully seized the opportunity, and sent the Degiee
asked for, to the following gentlemen :—The Hon. D.
B. Viger, the Hon. Justice Morin, the Hon, G.: E.
Cartier;-J. B:Meilleur, -Esq.,: C. S. Cherrier, Esq.,
Maximtlian Bibawd, Esq., Prolessor of Common Luw

in 8t, Mary’s College.”

-} The Rev, Speaker, paid a compliment .o, each of.
1 these. gentlemen o particular.: *to th

- Honn .D.q‘.'.IB",)
Vigers o o el b e aneli
1t % For' ‘more than: half‘a’ centory of ‘merilofious ‘ex-
ertion consecrated lo the promotinig ‘of“bis country®s
‘best interests.-/ The mark of Tregard thus paid-him by

*.|'St.:Mary’s College, was only an evidence of theé'vni-
. | versal.respect in which so'distinguished and venerable

a citizen was held in the community.".

has been found worthy.1d fill on the Bench' the place.
left vacant by a_Magistrate so widely and. justly re-

* l'vered. as the Jate Mr.; Justice Panel—would: be no

common praise. To'say, however, that there was no
reward high enough in, his countrymen’s estimation—

even to these abilities, for a disinterestedness above

both—1as only 1o say what every one knew 1o bethe
simple ‘truth.  Weé trust, therefore”—continued the
Rev. gentleman—¢¢that the Laval University, which
is to us all a souice of legitimate pride—proud herself,
and justly so, of this her illustrious son—will accept
in this solemn homage paid her by Montreal, much
more than St. Mary’s Cullege, the earnest of the feel-
ings with which both regard the first of gur institutions,
and one of her greaiest living glories.””

Then after a becoming eulogium -passed on the
other gentlemen, amidst the applause of the audience,
Ahe Rev. President of the College proclaimed the
Degrees, -and the diplomas were handed to such of
the gentlemen upon whom they were conferred as were
present.

The President once more, in a few appropriate
words, complimented the graduates ; and impressed on
the students the importance of following in the foot-
steps of eminent learning and merit.

Me. Cherrier returned thanksin an elegant andap-
propriate speech, in which he paid a well merited
compliment to St. Mary’s College for the zeal which
it had displayed in the cause of education, and con-
gratulated its professors upon having been so happy
as to secure the services of M. Max. Bibaud, for
their Class of Common Law.

THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE
PAUL.

In general, it is contrary to the principles of this
Society to give publicity to any of their proceedings
through the secular press. Their rute is, to do good
in secret; not to fet one hand know what the other
hand giveth ; to seek no applause from men, but to do
all unto God, Who, seeing in secret,shall, on the last
day, reward openly them that fear Him, and do works
of mercy in His name. So strictly is this rule en-
forced, that, at their weekly meetings, it is positively
enjoined that ‘the contributions of each member ta
the common fund shall be made secretly ; so that
every one shall be at liberty to give, much, or little,
of his substance as he pleases, without provoking the
remarks of his neighbor. But to every rule there
must be an exception ; and since—as having beenen-|
trusted with the distribution of & portion ol the pub-
lic funds voted by the City Council for the velief of
the poor—the St. Vincent de Paul Society owes an
account to the public of the manner in which it hos
tulfilled the trust reposed in it, we give insertion to
the following letter, which appeared in thejMonireal
Gazette over the signature of « Humanitas,” whom
the Herald pronounces to be a Protestant :—

: _ «¥eb. 12, 1855,
t¢ To the Edilor of the Monireal Guzelle.

¢ Sir—For soma years past it has been the received
opinion of us Protestants, that whilst we, in relieving
the puor, have done so nrrespective of Creed or origin
—our co-religionists of the Roman Catholic faith, have
restricted their charities to the poor of their own
Church. To remove so erroneous an impression, and
to render to our Roman Catholic fellow-cilizens full
justice, permit me to harrate a few facts, which came
under my personal notice yesterday,

¢ Called upon, in the dischaige of my civie duties,
1o assure myself of the due application of the mouies
voted by Lhe City Conncil a month or two ago, for the
temporary relief of the poor, I had occasion yesterday
10 attend a meeting of the members of one of the
branches of a charitable society which has existed in
Moutreal now about six years, known as the Suciely
of St. Vincen! de Peul. It was organized by our
French Canadian fellow-citizens in 1848, for the ex-
press purpose of relieving the poor of our city in the
inclement seasons and times of distress 5 and is com-
posed almost exclosively, indeed wholly—with the
exception of its Direclors or leading men, who form a
sort of council—of French Canadians of the industrial
classes—most of them of very limited pecuniary
means. It is divided, if [ remember rightly, into
seven branches or ¢ Conferences™ equally distributed
over the whole city. That I visited is ealled the
t¢ Conference de Ste. Marie,®> and numbers abont 180
members, Iis only source of revenue during the 6
years of its existence, ontil it received lately for dis-
tribution among the poor,a share of the City Granl,
has been the penny contributions of its members,
raised in the manner | shall hereafter notice; and
during that period, it has judiciously disposed of about
£1,200 in relieving the pressing wants of the poor,
indiscriminately, Protestant and Cathelic. The differ-
ent branches * Conferences,’® meet once every week,
and the only eondition of admission 1o membership is
—the propesal by a member at one of the weekly
meetings, unobjected to 'at the next meeting. No
entrance fee is” exacted, nor any stated or periodizal
subseription ; but, on every oceasion of absence from
the weekly meeting, whether by rveasnn of sickness
or auy olher cavse whatever, a conlribution of three
pence towards the relief fund has to be paid into the
treasury by the absent member. - [t is by these means
alone, save a few perice occasionally collected at
special meetings, that the funds, 1o tha extentof £1,200
already menltioned, were raised. Each branch elects
its Visiting Committee, who earefully investigate each
case brought undér their notice, before relief s afford-
ed, except in cases of great emergency. [ was
shown a list of the namns of the persons relieved by
this branch, the ¢ Conference de St. Marie,” since
the ‘commerncément of the winter’s distress in St,

Mary’s Suburbs. © It ‘embraces abunt 157 families, or

1722 persons, of whom, at least, 40 families, or 87 per-

for abilities of the first order, for devotedness superior.

soris, Were:Protestants. . This distinetion, between Pro:,
testant and. Roman Catholics ,Wwas, on this.occasion,:
noticed on the'list, lo enable the Mayar. to judge of ttie.

\'fnaaner the funds enirusied to them had been disposed.

of. But after haviug satisfied myseif. as to'the correct-,
ness of thislist, I requested the Secretary to permit me.
to examine-the 'Minutes—which," 1 may here state,
much 1o the credit of the'Sécretary, are kept with the
‘utmost care ‘and precision, and at the cost of a large.

=+ -tto o amount of his time and trouble ; and I'found, upon re-
.» % Not less unanimous; .undoubtedly, would be the:
| fealings of respect and affection eliciled by the men-
| 'tion of Mr. .Morin’s honored . name. ; To say that he

ferring back over'a peridd of three o1 four years, say .
‘1851 at’least, ihat'the statements made at the meeting,
—that the ‘poor of all'classes and creeds— Protéstans as.
well as Roman Catholic—had indiseriminately receiv-
ed relief from the Sociéty sirce ‘its organizaticn, were
"fully- verified.- No distinetion of course ‘had been.
made inthe entries previous to the reception of the
.City Fund, by the addition of ¢ Protestant,”” wlen
such case of relief had ocenrred j but 1 had uo diffi-
‘enlty, from the names-and other circumstances, 16
assure'myself of the fact, that relief from the com-
‘menecement of their efforts had been exténded by them,
regardless of:diflerence in religious faith, Protestant
as well as Catholic. :

¢ [n noticing these facts, ['have entered more into
the details of the organisation of this society, than |
otherwise should have done, from a desire to draw the
attention of our industrial classes generally tc this
admirable and eflective system; convinced that by
forming a similar society, assisted by the more afllaent
amongst us, they might do their part more effectively
in relieving the wants of the really deserving poor,
than by any expedient hitherto resorted to by them
for that purpose.—* | am, Sir, Yours, &e.,

¢« Humaniras.”

Whilst npon the subject of the St. Vincent de
Paul, the following account—which appears i the
Univers—of an interesting ceremony which took
place at Rome on the 5tk ult., when the Holy Father
gave lis benediction to the Sons of St. Vincent de
Paul—may prove interesting :—

The Pope having expressed his intention to preside
at one of the meetings of the Society, notice was given
to ‘the different Conferences in order that they might
each send their representatives. The members who
had assembled at Rome for the Feast of the Immaca-
late Cunception met together on the 5ih, to the num-
ber of 800, inthe Great Hall of the Consistory, with
M, Bauden at their head. Many Cardinals and other
foreign Bishops also requested to join the meeting, 1o
express publicly their sympathy in its proceedings,
aad they were placed at the right of the Pontifi’s
throne.

At a quarter past len the Holy Father enteled the
hall, preceded by the pontifical cross.  All rose as he
passed on to the throne in the middle of the hall,
blessing with an air of tender aflection the soldiers of
chartity who were met togsther in this vast theatre.
When he reached the throne he recited ashort prayer.
He then seated himsell and signed to the Cardinal and
Bishops todo the same. The rest of the assembly
remaioed standing.

M. Baudon then, led by Mgr Borromeo, Master of
the Chumbers, approached, and shortly and in French
thanked His Holiness for the favors which he had
granted to the Society of St Vineent de Paul, especi-
ally in this present meeting, adding that the report
wonld be read in Italian by the Prelate President of
the Conferences, at Rome ; and he placed in the hands
of the Holy Father the list of the foreign members who
were preseat, of whom there was a large proportion
from various parts of Ttaly, from Geneva, Paris,
France, England, and America. the Hely Father
appeared to listen wilh pleasare to the sentimenis ex-
pressed by the President General ; and Mgr. Borromeo,
who is President of one of the Conference at! Rome,
approached the throne and read the promised re-

nrt.

¢ This report detailed all the proceedings of the So-
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul, [ts spirit is cleatly ex-
pressed in it, and its object defined to’be the mutpal
edification of the members, and the corporal and es-
vecially the spiritual care ol the poor and the suffering
members of human kind. The birth of the Society is
related, and its snccessive developments explained in
order: It is stated that the greal enlargement of the
work only arose subsequently 1o the approbation af-
forded to it by Gregory XVI. In January 1835 the
number of Conferences spread over the whole world
exceeds 1500, aud half this number belongs (o France.’
This remarkable development is owing to the protec-
tion of the Holy See, and to the numerous favours af-
forded by it to the work. No Cunletence is ever es-
tablished without the consent of the spiritua! antho-
rity, and when once established its whole powers are
exerted in perfect harmony with the appointed autho-
rities, Of Jate this sociely, which bad hitherto been
confined to towns, has begun its operalions in country
places with great success. The report explains the
ways and means used by the society o accomplish its
mission of charity. These are numberless, varying
according to the wants of those for whom il is vnder-
taken. The details are most edifying; and many
traits are recorded of sublime and perfectly heroic vir-
tue, ’:vlnch, when published, will be mosl interest-
ing.

Alter the report had been read the Holy Father arose,
and in a voice full and sweet, but trembling with emo-
tion, he proncunced the following wonds, of which we
can only endeavor to collect the sense, not baving
1he exact words:

¢ After the happiness we have enjoyed during the
last few days, I rejoice to behold around me so many
devoted sons of the Church who are employed in do-
ing good by putting in piactice the commands of our
Lord Jesus Christ—the new commandment which He
gave lo us, 10 love one another— Mandalum novum do
vobis ut diligatis invicem. It is this command which
makes us seek to discover and to provide far our bre-
Ahren of the lower condition ; it is this commandment
which makes it the duty of the greatest to be the ser-
vant-of others. In this age of coldness and indiffer--
ence to the most sacred interests ot humanity, the world
does not value the interests which Catholicity teaches.
Protestants and intidels agree in treating humility as
meanness, chastity as opposition to the rights of nature,
apostolic zeal as fanaticism—charity alore is accepted
by .all.. .This is, then, a powerfal motive to bring
back souls to the faith—it is another motive 1o ‘you 1o
redouble your zeal, to give still greater testimony of
your.attachment to the Church by eontinuing to yield
filial.obedience to the spiritval sentinels of the people
(the Bishops of. the. Holy Church). - Thus prepared,
retirn you to-the world, and call back- this corpse by

.tions will God.multiply. yonr.numbers and your Jabors,
[Leall down, then, :upon.you, -and:upon :youor 80cjety
1he.blessing of Almighty Gal (here -all.present, px-
cept.the Cardinals and - Bishops, fell ‘on:their.knees) ;
.of. God the Father, who notwithatandingi;the! rin, hyy
drawn.from-the, treasures of - His infinite ‘mescy «
meang of healing us; of God :the Son, who deigned
to shed-the fast drop ol his: blood -far ns;. of :God the
.Holy. Ghost, the Spirit.of light, of love, of power, an(
of understanding : of-the most Holy ‘Trinity;:that he
may-shelier you -under : His. most powerful :protsction
all the days, of . your life.and in the-houvr.of yonr dea,
Benedictio Dei Omnipotentis. Patiis, Filii, et Spuritys
Sancti, descendil super vos, nunc et semper. Amen!.

. 8 The Pope then retired much aflected. - His emo-
tion .gained the. hearts of all present, which were
deeply moved by his mingled-kindness.? o

Crry Councrt.—At a special meeting of (e
City Council, held on Friday last, His worship the
Mayor read the Tollowing report of the manner iy
which the £250 voted, for the relief of the poor
have.been. expended :— - '

. ¢¢ The £250 appropriated by the Council for the poor
of thve city, 1 am sorry to say, is entirely expended, The
Council will permit me to observe that [ would advise
a further appropriation of a like sum, by means of
which, it'is exvected, that the destilute will be pro-
vided for until the &pring approaches and work is to he
had. I have visited the Soup Kitchens with some of
the Counciilors ; and it is most gratiflying to know that
the money already advanced, has, throngh this means,
operated an amount of good, many times more thay
coold have been eflected, if it had othervise been
employed or distributed, besides being secere aminst
an improper use of the relief tendered—fot it is well
known that debased and profligate pareuts have often,
heretofore, sold the bread and meat given for the svp-
port of their ehildren, to low grogueriesfor whiskey
whereas the soup canuot be thus bartered. 1t is eal'exi
in the kitchens, or taken away in cans and ketles,
and being of a highly nutsitious nature and well sea-
soned, it is most wholesome and :greeable, as I know
from experience, having taken a plateful at each of
the establishments, where, I am most happy 1o assure
you, gentlemen, that the needy are kindly attended to,
hrespective of creed or origin. 1 am  delighted to
bear wilness to the fact, that several Protestant cler-
gymen-have given soup tickels to some of their con-
gregations ; and such tickets are received with muel
respect by the benevolent Sisters of Charity, and the
poor Protestant is at once attended to. Such proceed-
ings are honorable zlike to all panies, and betoken a
true Christian spirit, the prevalence of which is equal-
ly honorable and beneficial to our common humaniy.
‘[ am deeidedly of opinion that theCouncil is not only
warranted, but that it is incembent upon it, to see that
the Public Fonds are not squandered or worse, by sus-
taining the idle and giving them the means of perse-
vering in their vicions habits; the utmost cantion is
demanded that the assistance granted is not converted
into a preminm for improvidence, wickedness and

idleness. The safest apd most economical way of

providing for the poor is through the soup kiichens.

¢ Councillor Thompson, with honorable feelings, in-
formed me that there were several destitate lamilies
in his ward. A small sum was put into his hands, and,
limited as it was, he has been enabled to do'a consid-
erable amount of 'good- by the judicions meastres he
adopted for aiding ‘the really necessitous ; that is o
say, by personally visiting the homes of Lhe applicants.
Deception and fraud are thus detected, while the de-
serving receive succor. It is this inspection of the
abodes of the applican!s for relief, which has made the
operations of some of our charitable societies 0 ex-
ceedingly vseful and efficient; and U dont know 'if it
wonld not be proper to impose, as a condition for such
distribation oF the pubtic money, that none is to be
granted until it is perfectly ascertained how it is 1o be
applied. It i3 my conviction that a £1000 distributed
as is osually done, would not have been as beneficial
as the $1000 we have put into the bands of aur chari-
table socielies.

% As [ have already remarked, another sum of
£250 will be required for the soup kitchens, notwith-
standing that the Rev. Mr. Villeveuve has kindly in-
formed me, that he will see te the provisioning of
the soup kitchens at the Grey Nun’s and at La Provi-
dence ; but the two remaining kitehens, one in the
Quebec Suburbs, and the other in the St. Antoine
Wards, are as yet to be sustained, as'well as the one
lately established under the auspices of Mrs. Falford
and the other philanthiopic ladies, wha have originated
the Protestant House of Industry at Richmond Square,
where an’ excellent description of soup 1s also made.

« Every effurt is made for procuring labor forthe
poar. Hundreds of toises of stones are being broken,
and the gentlemen of the Seminary havé generously
given over 400 toises of stones at one sixth of the con-
tract price it cost them, that work might be had for
the poorand willing laborer. ‘ )

¢« By the united efforts of all the citizens, in the
ghape of Bazaars, Congerts, and Public Meetings,
&e¢., considerable sums  have been obtained for the
suecoring the distressed; lhe consequence is that
there is an infinitely less amount of misery in our
midst than there otherwise wonld have been, and 1
cannot but express my admiration of the noble con-
duet of our citizens, in abstaining {rom the usual os-
semblies and festivities of the season, that more might
be applied to the indigent, and, at the same time, that
the starving might not complain, thit while they were
suflering, the wealthy were revelling in abundanece
and frivolity. Montreal has every reason 1o be prou!
of the noble feeling which pervades every class ol
i's community.” o o

A ‘motion of M. Valois to the effect (hat another
sum of £250 be placed at the disposal of the Relief
Committes was postponed, as being out ol order.

We have been requested to insert the following
letter from the Rev. M. Villeneuve, to the Mayor of
Montreal :— : T

Mons. THE Mavor,—When cholera by its frightful
ravages commencec 1o freeze with alarm the hearts of
the citizens of Montreal, I called upon your Worship
1o suggest to you a*methodl proper to calm the minds,
raise the conrage of, aud give suecor to, the vnforty-
nate persons struck by the epidemic. . S
" ‘The Corporation failéd in nothing that could be done
to divert the scourge with which we were menaced;
by watching over the cleanliness and the sanitary
condition of the city ; but we “had no hespital _far clio-

your voice and your acts, as the Divine voice called
Lazarus of old to light and warmth, ©n such cond-

lara patients. " People® talked of removing the sick,
first to Point St. -Chatles; afterwards 1o the sheds of



