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THE PETITIONS.

Numerous inquiries are being imade as to who should Le per-
mitted to sign the petitivns against the natilation of the Scott Act.
In reply we would say. Let all sign who are described in the petition
—* residents of Canada.” Electors have othier methods by which they
can make their influence fult by our legislators Lut there is a large
pcoportion of our pupulativn that can unly reach Parliament Ly
petition. ' We want to have the views of this class presented to our
lcgislators, as well as the view of voters. Let all sign, male amd
female, and let us show Parliament what the sentiment of the people
really is.

THE DOMINION COUNCIL OF THE ALLIANCE.

The Annual Session of this body, as already announced, will
be held at Ottawa on February the 4th and 6th. A programme of
business is being prepared, and it is expected that the session will
be one of unusual interest. The Dominion W.C.T.U. mects on the
same days, Parliament will have opened, the annual meetings of
nearly all the Provincial Branch Alliances will have been held, very
important matters are to be discussed, and a large attendance of
representatives is anticipated. It is hoped that no Provincial
Branch will fail to have appointed delegates who will be certain to
attend. Certificates for reduced railway fares may be secured by
those entitled to receive them, and any additional desired informa-
tion obtained by application to the Secretary, F. S. Spence, 8 King
Street Eust, Toronto.

THE DISTILLING BUSINESS.

It hasbeen stated that large distilleries, like that of Gooderham
and Worts, in this city, confer upon the community a three-fold
benefit ; that in the first place they afford a market for a large
amount of grain, and so benefit the farmers directly ; in the second
place they supply a large amount of refuse, which is used for fatten-
ing cattle, that arc exported, and from the sale of which the country
is largely benefitted; and in the third place they employ a great
many workingmen nnd a great deal of material produced Ly work-
ingmen, end so, do a great deal for the laboring class.

An anti-Scott orator some time ago stated that Gooderham and
Worts' distillery annually vsed up the produce of 21,500 acres of
land, and on the waste products 3cm-ly were fed about 2,500 head
of cattle and from 5,600 to 6,000 pigs. Then he pleaded with his
audicnces not to vote in the dircction of sbolishing the whiskey
business, and so injuring the farmer, and robbing the country of
the revenue it derives from the exportation of beef and pork. Let
us carefully examine these assertions, and understand the real effect
of the distillery business upon the interests stated to be m_]urlousl)
affected. ‘a

\

In thc flrst, placc it must be borne in mind thut tlu, grain usul
in making whiskey is corn, which is not a staple article of Canadian
farm pruduCc. The supplics fur vur distilleries are drawn frow the
Wostera States, and none of the 21,500 acres of land can Le found
in Canada at all. The distilleries may cunfer sume swall benefit
upon Amcrican corhi-growers, but we would press upun the notice
of our Jectorate, the patrivtism and ingenuousncss of the men who
would curse our country with the wlishey traflic, fur the sake of
finding a market for Awerican curn, and actually endeavor to mis-
lead Canadian fanners into believing that this corn is grown on vur
side of the line.

The stockfeeding question is, however, one of serious import-
ance to Cunadian agriculturists. From what has been stated it will
at once be seen that our distillers feed their great quantity of stock
upon American farm produce. They do this profitably because
they have the whiskey profits out of the same material. We have
a fair share of the trade of supplying the English market with
meat, but the benefit of even this shaie is taken away from our
Canadian feed-producers, and Auaerican corn Lecumes Canadian
Leef. If these distilleries were closed, the influx of corn would
cease at once, but the lLieef market would still remain. Then the
Canadian farmer would take the place of the American curn-grower
everything of native pruduce that can be turned into beef would be
enhanced in value, the money that now goes.to the Western States
would remain at home, and our own peuple would have for ther
produce the profitable market out of which they are now cheated
by this miserable distilling business, that curses all, and benefits
none but the few capitalists who run it.

As to the employment of labor, every one, who knows what
the whiskey-making is, knows that hardly any other business
cmploys so few mcen and so little material proportionately to the
capital invested in it.  Let these places be closed, and the money
now invested in them will at once be diverted into other channels,
It cannot be invested in any other industry in which it will not
cinploy more men and more material than it now employs, and so
confer & direct profib upon the working classes of our community.

Apart then from moral censiderations altugether, distilling isa
curse to our country. It prevents a state of affairs that woeuld Yring
monc) to Canada and disseminate it among vur agricultural popula-
tion here, and it alsorbs money frum our cwis preupie and sends i
abroad. It is an immoral sucial plaguc that impos erishes the many
and enriches the few, that diminishes the general wealth and aug-
ments the general Lurdens, it increases our taxation, destroys our
markets, diminish: s ur carning puwer, and lends W the squander-
ing of what we camm. Like the arny of a m:dmg invader, it
spreads ruin and woe, and forcigners and mercenaries share the
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