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HISTORICAL ESSAYS. By Ediward A. Freeman, M.
A., Hon. D. C. L., late Fellow of Trinity College,
Oxford. London: Macmillan & Co.

M R. FREEMAN may, wve believc, he rcgarded
as the greatcst living autbority on thc period of

history to wvbich3xe lias specially devoted bimself, and
which xnay bu comprehensively dusignatcd as the
Middle Age, betwvenancient lîistory and modemn, cm-
bracing the formation of ail thîe European nations in
the mould of the stili surviving Empire, and the early
ilcvelopment of tbeir institutions, civil and religioub.
Nol that his knowledge is limited to this period, for
bc bias given us valuable proof of bis profound study
<ffancient'history anid of the political. history ofmodern
times. His "Nornian Coniquest" isnfotonly beyond
comparison the best, it is in fact, the only bistory of
those evunts ; for Thierry, tbough learned, pictures-
que and generous, is far too fanciful to hold bis
ground as a.- authority and a guide, nor does bue
presenit tbe C-,nquest and tbe Conqueror iib the
fulnuss of dutait with %vbich tbey are presented by
Mr. Freeman, and wvbich alone can lend life and
interest to tbe history of tbe remote past. Mr. Free-
man bas bigb literary merits-a clear and tborougbly
znanly style, a vigour and a vividness in narration
,only occasionally marrud by a slight tendency
t0 diffusivunuss and by tbe antiquirian cntbu-
siasm iwbicb luads bim sometimes to introduce intoj
the tuxt inci'kiital dutails butter suitud for a note.
But bis supreme excellence lies in bis tborougb mias-
tury of bis maturials, in bis consciuntious and dis-
criminating use of tb!m, and in the perfect sound-
ness of ail bu %vitcs. \%Vbueber you arc itb bis
inturpretation. of facts or not, you may uul purfectly
sure tbat you will find on investigation, tbat bis au-
:tborities are correctly cited, and that tbeir relative
value bas been duly %vuigbud. In tbe latter respect
'be bas gruatly tbe advantage of Tbierry, wbo always
'bas an autbority for wvbat bu says, but is by Po
zneans caruful in duturminîng tbe relative value Jf
autborities, uspecially wvbun bu il under tbe gunerous
but misluading influence of bis synipatby -%vith op-
prussed-nationalities. Dean 1%ilman's wvork is ex-
-cellent, and deserves the bigbest gratitude of tbe
student of bistory ; but 'bu may occasionally bu
caugbt tripping, and vuiy cxcusably, co. iering bow
immense was the mass of fact3 wbicb bu bad to cm-
brace, and ibat bu commencud bis great work at
en age wlîun tbe pbysical mumory beis to lose its
strengtb. That tbeusaine tbing mayb said. of Gib-
bon, notwitbstanding bis vast and genuine luarning,
is lcnown f0 tbu few wbo bave had occasion to com-
pare bim witb bis Byzantine authorities. But Mr.
Frcemnan, tbougb bue bas provokud searcbing criti-
cism by his somewhlat rutbless exposure of the mnac-
curacies of otbers, lias neyer, so far as we lno,,
h-een detccted in any serions error even on a subordi-
natu point. Hec strictly confines biniseif to narrat-
ing events in accordance wifh tthe evidencu and to

trcn tbe connection betweun tbum, uscbewing
pblspbic generalizations wbctber of tbe scbool of

fluckle or of any otlier scbool. IlWe bave tbus
tried," bue says, at tbu conclusion of bis ussay on
the Continuity of English History "1to, trace tbe
outward equence of cause and effuct tbrougb a con-
siderable portion of bistory. Tbis outvard suquence
is ail tlîat wve can profuss to, trace. We cannot sub-
mit the plienomena of E nglish bhistory, its course at
home or its poinîts of différence from tlîat of otbur
nations to any grand scientific law. Ifw~e are asked.
for tbc -auses of the contrast butwuun tbe steady
course of fruedoni in England and ifs fitful rises and
falls in France, wvu bave no universal formula of ex-
planajion. We can only say tbat tbe causes are
maný and various ; and some oif tbosu wbich wu
sbould asin r erbaps rathuer of an old-fasbioned
kind. We= fs~ tba*' wv ar~e not up to tbu last
ligbits of the age : we bave not graduated in tbe
subool oif Mr. Buckle. \Ve still rutain our faitb in
tbe existence and tbe freu-will botb of God and of
man. National cbaractur, geograpliical position,
carlier bistorical evunts have lîad mucb t0 do wvitb
tbe difféence ; but wve believu tbat tbe pursonal.
cbaractur of iîîdividual meun and tbe bappy tbougbt,
or bappy accident, of some particular enactment bas
often bad quitu as mucb to do witb itas anyof tum."~
Onu obvions advantage, at all uvents, of ivriting bis-

tor on tbis systumn is tbat ca)me wbat xnay of tbu
conlicting tbuorius and pbilosophies of bistory ovur
wbicb the world is now disputing, tbe facts ascur-
tained and arrangud by 'Mr. Frueman must always
retain their value. Nor can any changes of opinion
or of literary fashion impair tbe inturest of a narra-
tive wvbicm relies for its cffect not on rbetoric or sun-
sational picturus, but on tbe intrinsic inortance and
intcrest of tbe cbaractur and uvents. Mi.- Jrueman's
wvritings are perbaps thie vcry best scbool in wbicb a
young student ofbhistory can. train biiseif. Tbey
ruduum a guneration wbicb in its blindness bas bowud
down to tbu ignorant and mendacious sunsationabs5m
of Mr. Froudu.

The essays containud in the prescrnt volume are
ruviscd republications from Iuading ruviuwvs. Tbey
relate mnostly to Mr. Frueman's spucial period ; but
tbe hast in tbe suries IlOn Presidential Govern-
ment " belongs to, political pliilosopby, and reminds
us tbat Mr. Freuman bias publisbed onu volume of
an excellent work on Fudural Govermuent, wbich
webope lie wvill take in lîand again as soon as bu
shall bave conîpleted lus Hi-story of tbu Norman
Conquust. There could not bu a moment at wbich
sucb a work would bu more wvelcomeor more likuly
t0 influence political action on a great sc-ale thian
tbe present. Among a numbur of papers affording
striking proofs of tbe w~riter's peculiar learning, tbe
mont remark-able perbaps is that on tbe E arly Sieges
of Paris, wbich durives additional interest from
recent events, by wbich ifs subject was in fact sug-


