
286 ThE PRESBYIERIAN RECORD. NO~1~MBIiR
Tl'HIe PRIZNCHE IPR(BZXiM.

BY REV. S. RONDEAU, MONTRUAL.

(.fr. Rondeau i-t tlîo son of a French Canadian Convort,
andi is pastor of ono of tho French Mission ('hurchos
in Miontroal.]

Quebec, the oldest Province of the Domin-
Ion, one of the fairest, jewels of Confeçiera-
tion, possessed of great natural resources,
colonized by hardy ploneers frorn the rural
populations o! France, Inliabited by an Intel-
ligent, thrlfty and Industrious people, la,
nevertlieless, behind lier sister provinces lu
ai mattera pertaining to agriculture, manu-
facture, wealth, education, public morals and
religlous f reedom. Why r3o? Wliy la It
that Quebec ls not only behind tlie times, but
that she ls "«at a standatillIl as au eininent
Frenchman judiciously reniarked wlien visit-
Ing this country a few years ago ? It tu
undoubtedly because o! the ecclesiastical
thraldorn Into whicli ler people have been
brought and In which. tliey are sedulously
tauglit to fInd their liappiness.

110w can this people be put lato posses-
sion of ail that la beat In education, morale
anid religion? Hlow eau tliey be tauglit to
assert, to, win, and to use their freedom, s0
as to work out their own and their country's
saivation, with ail their intellectual and
spiritual powers so long kept In bondage ?
That te the question. That ls the Frencb
problem, which, In its last analysis, la a
religlous problem. The pure Gospel la ite
solvent, and the question ls related to us as
a missionary question.

OUR CHURCH AND THE FRENCH PROBLEbI.

Our Churci lias been working at the solti-
tion of the Frenchi problern for the past
twenty-five years. Her constant atm lias been
to give the pure Gospel to tlie Frenchi people
la the firin belle! that the Gospel 18 the power
of God unto salvation, and that tlirough its
message the Frenchi people cau be saved.

Tlie spirit which. animates tlie Cliureb and
her laborers Is a Chlrstian spirit, the spirit
of love, a spirit which gives utteranee to the
Ohrlstly sentiment : IlAs ye would that
men sliould do te you, do ye also to them.
llkewise."

The Churcli, througli ler workers, does
not address liersel! to the Frenchi people In
a spirit of strife, but ln a spirit o! goodwill,
as Moses said to Hobab : IlCorne th.ou wlth

w a çi w vili do tliee good."1 Her cou.-

quests are those of peace ; they are neot for
lierseif, but for the Kingdom at large. The
sectarian spirit is quite subordinate. It le
thie broad Christian spirit which. predomi-
nates.

The Churcli's metliod In this work con-
sists o! preaching tlie Word, distributing it
from, house to liouse,' aud teaching, a method
which xnay be described as thoroughly
Evangeical. Iu tlie mission hall, lu the
rohool, by the way-side, everywliere, the
Word o! God le given the flrst place. At ail
tinies the people are urged to believe the
Gospel.

ON " PROSELYTIZING"

Here arises a question, which, to flot a
few, ls a stumbllng-bloclt. There are soms
good nmen In our Churcli wlio hold that
Frenchi Evangelization le a work of prose-
Iytism, and tliey have strong objections to
maktng proselytes. Tliey say that tlie beliefs
of tlie Frenchi Canadian Roman Catliolica
ehould not bo Interfered with ; and they
not only refuse te lielp la this worlt, but they
discountenance it witli ail the Influence at
thefr command. Those wlio liold sucli vlews
are somnetimes quoted In ligli places as men
ot broad sympathies, animated, by a toleraut
spirit, -whIle those wlio countenance the wor<
and are engaged lu it are often set down as
narrow mlnded and bigoted.

Now we must take Issue with tliese lionest,
but mistakien, broad-minded Cliristiaus. Let
us suppose, for the moment, that the Board

[0of Frenchi Evangelization were alming at
making proselytes of the Frencli-Canadians,
where would be the hanm? Since wlien bas
It become a crime for men toi spread their
hoxiest beliefs ? The fair propaganda of
sclentlflc; and politîcal vlews, ls not, as far
as we know, looked upon witli discredit.
Gallco occuples an honoured place among
the lieroce and the martyrs o! science, ai-
thougli lie tauglit views whlch. contradicted
unîversal beliefs. Why, then, should It bo
wrong to Invite men to sliare religlous be-
iefe whlch affect not a vlew of this world
only, but ýo! the world te corne as well ?
Why sliould *it be thouglit unworthy o!
ChrIstians to seeli te deliver those wlio are
ln bondage te thie fear of purgatory aud of
the thunders o! a powerful hierarciy ? Were
Luther, Calvin, and Knox justlfied In their
work o! reformation? If tliey were justified,
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