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tests, but he may be very

according to worldly
standards.

crooked when measured by divine
This text does not say that unrighteous people
shall not have a good reputation in this world, but
that they shallnot stand in the judgment, The

psalmist doubtless intended this to refer to the |

 general cour
using the form of a human tribunal as an illustra-
We have a right, however,

tive figure of hln'\'\‘]h
revelation has

to read into the text all that later
made plain to us.  (20) The line of division is al-
veady drawn betiween the vighteous and the wicked.
(21) Gaodly people stand_approved by God only be-
canse they are sheltered by Christ's rightcousness ;
wheve, then, will the ungodly appear in the day of

judgment s Sinners in the congregation of

e of God's righteous judgment,” |

|
|
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the righteous. Literally, they are often to be
found in such congregations now, and it is well they
are. Wo wish more of them would assemble with
God's people, but the cause for sorrow remains—
that they are extraneous to the * congregation of
the righteous,” and do not stand in the truest
sense as part of it.

6. The Lord knoweth. t merely notices
but oversees and cares for them with the most ten-
der providence and the utmost detail of grace, (22)
“ Thow uth whick
should give us comfort in trovhle a ! as admon-
ish us if we are neglectful. 'The way of the un=
godly shall perish. Th nporal success
often leads to eternal ruin. L moral ruin i
the result of wasted opportu

God seest me"  expresses

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR M. 8,

The anonymous character of this Psulim has left
f eriticul conjectures as to
Some aseribe it to Solo-

room for all manner
its suthorship and date,
Many think that Jer, 17, 6-5,
¢ of portions of this Psalm,

mon ; some to Ezr
is clearly a paraphr
and henee its composition must antedate the time
But it may be replied that the Psalm
agested and in-

of Jeremiah,
itself 15 as likely to have been

in Jeremiah, Tt is impossi-

spired by that pa
ble for any eritie to determine positively which is
the ori The probability
is that it is a late psalm, ph
proem to the Psalter, Such questions are purely
eritical and literary, and de n0t I the .enst affeet
the real value or beauty of the P'salm.

sinal in two such passs

P08,

Verse 1. Blessed is the man. The word
transluted ¢ blessed” s in the plural in the He-
brew, and may be tuken as an exelamation, * O the
blessednesses ! ** or as a statement of fact, as if the
word took the plac
is the man," ete.

This plural may be explained as
' or a8 suggest-

idiomatie, like * riches,” * means

ive of the fullness and variety of happiness en- |

joyed by the godly man. Walketh . « « stand=
eth ... sitteth, A gradation corresponding
with counsel, way, and seat} also with une
godly, sinners, and scornful. The* ungodly
are the loose, uneasy, unstable, restless agitators
who have some wicked counsel ”* to propagate §
the “sinners” are those who have * missed the
mark,” fallen short of the true end of life, and

TERRY, D.D.
to recognize the obvious gradation of sentiment in

| the three parallel clauses.

This word is here designed to
in the narrow tech-

2. The law.
represent not merely Hiaw

I &i : & kgt
nical sense, but the wider meaning of **divine

| heart.
ed here as asuitable |

revelation.” 1t means Jehovah's commondments,
statutes, judgments, promises, warnings, reproofs
—all that his grace and wisdom have made known
“o the fathers by the prophets.” Meditate.
Soliloquize ; talk with himself; ponder in his own
8o the law is food for the mind, and
furnishes delight to him who keeps it ever in his
thoughts. Comp. Psa. 110, 97, It is to him &
world of light and treasures which he never tires

| exploring.

a verb, ¢ manifoldly blessed |

« stand * centered in habits of open wrong on well- |

known “ways” of evil; “the scornful” have
reached a still more settled condition of obduracy,
and “sit down” in the convention of those who
hate the light, and mock at righteousness. The
three clauses are no doubt poetical variations of
the same general sentiment, namely, that the truly
Blessed man has no fellowship with any of the
wicked, in any of their evil ways ; but we see no
reason why any exegete should refuse (as some do)

3. By the
streams of watc
number of stre fountain-
head, like the rivers of Eden (Gen, 2. 10). The
tree is thought of ns planted so closely beside the
water as te over it. Bringeth forth its
fruit, L ly, “Giveth its fruit.” In its
senson. lle always comes to time and disap-
points not like the y but froitless tree which
Whatsoever he doeth shall
Compare the assurance recorded in

ivers of water. Or, “ Over the
. The double plural sugy

goests a
ns flowing from or

Jesus cursed.
prosper.
Rom. 8. 28,

4. Not so. Inthe lebrew these words stand
first, and so give noticeable emphasis to the transi-
tion from the first to the second strophe of the
psalm. Like the chaff. This simile notably cor-
responds with that of the tree in the previous
verse. The allusion is to the manner of winnow=
ing on an Oriental threshing-floor. The wind
blows the light and worthless “chaff” away,
while the grain fulls to the ground and is pre-
served.

5. Therefore. Both a logical and essential
consequence. Because of the light and worthless
churacter of the wicked, and in harmony with the
figure of the chaff, therefore they shall not stand




