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lî-ad bcci iade, andI 1)lCfded, finally, that if
sueli contract ]lad been entcered into, it
was vitiated by alterations, to aIl of wvbich
lie was prcparcd to su-car, and Iîad his
assistant also, rcady to certify tho ainount
of 1.lbotr anid nuaterial cxpended. 1 gave,
,,)y opinion that it wvas a. bopeless case, and
thiat the defendant liad botter agrce to aconi-
promise than incur any further expense.
IloNever, hoe %ould not, and 1 w-as fain. to,
tr:ust to the chapter of accidents for any
chance Of SuIccess.

"Ne';ar the town Nvlicrc the tria-LI was to
talc place lived an old friend ofnmine, wvho,
after tAie first day's assize carried nie off in
his carrnage to dinle and sicCl) in bis houÉe,

tuam o drive nie over early next mruer-
inig in tihnc for this case, whicli stood next
onl the list. Mr. Tritten, the gentleman ia
question, was there niso, and ive ]had another
discussion as to the prospects of bis defence.
'I1 know the fellow,' said hoe, ' to ho a
thoroughi rascal, and it is because I feel so
=ofident that sonîlething wiII coule eut to

provo it, that 1 aux deterniiined to persist.'
1 said 1 lioped it mi-lit ho so, and ive re-
tired to rest.

"Âfter breakfast the next rnerning,, my
liost drove nie over in his do-cart to the
assize town. WVe are just entering the
ouiskirts, wlbcin, from, a tarning down, by
buie old inin and p)osCIn-hou01se, wblere the
herse w'as usually put up, thiere caine run-
niiug; towards us a lad pursuied by a mian,
w1lo was thircatciîxg inii in a savage mian-
lier. ,Fiuding hirnsclf oi-ertakien, the lad,
aftcr thue custoni of sniill boys in sucix cir-
zulinstiuces, lay downi carling inoiseif up,
mulid luobdlig bis biands clasped ovor bis liead.
Thie miaux approaelhed, and after beating Iiini
rouglhly wibh bhis list, and trying-to pull binu
up witiuout succcss, took hiold of the collar
of the boy's coat and knockced blis bonad
several, tumes on the ground. WC were just
opposite at the momnt, aud iny friend bade
hiiiu lot bhe lad alone, and not bo sucli a,
brute. The fellow scoivled, and telling us,
wvitlu an oath, to iiuînd our own business, for
thie boy wvas bis ouvu, and lie bi a riglît to
bcxt hlm if lie plcasced, ivalked off, and bis

;tiuscalunpcred away in tic opposite
direction.

IlThe dog-cart -was put up, and we pre-
sently went on to the court. The case ivas
opened in, au. oif-hanil style by the opposite
counsel, who cbaractcrized the plea of a
contraet as a. shallow evasion, anil calleil
the plaintiff us ]lis principal witness. Wbhat
was nuy surprise to sec get into tic box
the very nuan whxor we bad belil haru-
xnering the boy's head on the korb-stone an
bour before. Au idea, occurred to mie at
the muonment, and 1 hlaf avertcd niy faee
front bini; thougli, iudeed, it was hardly
likely he would recogniso nme under iny
forensie wig. lIL gave biis evidence ina
positive, defiant sort of way, but verycarly
and decisively. lie liad evidently got bis
story well by heart, and wvas detcrnuiined
to stick te it. I rose anl nmade a, show of
cross-exaniining bim, tili I saw that lie was
getting irritated, and dcnying things in a
wvlioles,.le style. Ile bad been drinkîng, too,
I thought, j ust enougli to ruake bum insolent
and reekiess. So, after a few more unira-
portant questions, 1 asked, in a casual tone
-Il 'You are uwarried, Mr. Myers?'

C Ycs, I amn.'
«'Andl youa are a hind hiusband, I sup-

pose?
I suppose so: what thon?

"'have any children blesseil your union,
Mr. Myers?'

IlThe plaiutiff's counsci boere calleil on
thejudgc te interfere. The questions wec
irrelevant andl impertinent te tho matter ini
question.

"pledred mny wordl te, the Court that
tlîey wero neither, but liad a, very imiportant
bearing on tho case, and was allowed to,
proced. I repeateil uy question.

le'1Ive a boy and a gr.
"Pray, how old ar-e tluey?'

T1he boy's twolve, ani the girl nine, 1
b'lievc.'

el1Ahi! Woll, I suppose you are- an affec-
tionate fatiuer, as well ns a Icind lhusband.
You are net in the habit -of beating your
wife and clildren, are yotn?'

I11 don't sec wlîat business it is ofyours.
No! I1 ain-'t.'

Il'You don't ]cnock your son about., for
exaniple ?'

1'No ! 1 don't.' (Hec wns growing


