
10 IHE GLOWWORM

M DUM
The accommrodating nind tlîat liad

aIl along been dallying nith bier unbound
bair, nov, by a sudden rush, raiscd the
soft strains and blew tliern across luis

nouth, just as she %vas sayiîig:
I4 1 ust go, Barney ; every sotind

sens like a footfail. You niustn 't tenipt
mue; you knoiv * ny fatlîer's tcîiiper."

I do know it, Jessie, and tluat is the
very reason that I urge you to-niglit to
say that .-ou wvill corne under my protect-
ing care.".

IBut lie wviil --!a differently later, Bar-
ney. He can t -, neý charges against
yen ; it is only ... prejudice tlîat makes
you enemies."

Barney tbouglit not, but lie could not
tell lier se. The soft breeze bent like
waves against the line of cvergreen trocs
under wvhichi tl y were standing, and
those long mysterieus "lA-hi!" were ro-
peated over and over in tlieir noddîrîg
taps.

44Veli, thon, Jessie," said the insistent
Young man, "I 1 nust bring up my last
argument. I arn geing te leave tlîis part
of the ceast."

IOh, Barney! oh Barney !" slie said,
lifting bier bards as if te wvard off a blowv,
"4w hy, wbere are you going P"

ilDown te Morrissy Point-into the
life-saving service."

4I thîougt-I thougbt that yeîî %ould
net go away fron lier.!. 1 thuglit yen
liked-"

"lNet the position of coast guard,
Jessie. 1 don't have a taste fer hunting
my kind, and-there are very disagree.
able duties-or there rnuglt bo, somietirne,
devolving upon this position. Corne %vith
me."

"4Oh, D3art-ey, I can't decide yet. My
father will outgrew tbltse unreasonable
prejudices. 1-"

But Barney tboughit diffeèrently. There
wvas likely te be a somewhat lasting pro.
Judice between a coast-guardsnîan and a
daring srnuggler ; and this latter lie wvas
fully convinced belonged te CaptainMc
Dowell. Ne was sure cf this fact. and
that bis duty, at any tirno, rnight bring
hlm into hostile collision with the des-
perate aid mnan, that hie secured a change
of place fer hirnself as soon as possible.

&Morrissy Point !-and the tewn such
a little ways inland. WVhy,,Barney, 1
shall lose yeu among thos gay and
polished seaside visiters."

He stopped hier reproachful tones 'with
bis mouth, and she cotild oniy say, 44But
I will baunt yeu. In every soa-bird's
voice you shall hear my despairing cry,"
when a heavier and more solernn "àAh.
ah "I cf the firs, and sorne slight eche sent
hier slight body shivering igainst bis
heart. He held hier hýere and they lis-
tened. No souad, only that thick, weird
sighn everhead.

"Miet nme bore to-morrew night and
decide to go ivith me," hie whispered.

44Yes, il I can," she replied,' rcturning
bis embrace 'with a convulsive caress,
and then sped down the cliff to the cot-
tage.

The next night Lieutenant Barney
Lester hastened te the trysting place,
only to meet the old hueusekeeper, Susan,
who put into bis hand a crurnpled and
Ineagre little note, 'which hoe deciphered
by the waning twilight.

IlOh, Barney, 1 cannot corne. He
mnust have been near us, and lie is in a
fearful rage. 1-"

'rhat wvas ail, but oki Stnsan, with a
wvary glance arouind, supplenmented the
information.

"The cap'n's gonc on a vige, and liez
took Miss Jessie ivitl in. Sailed W
daybreak onï this tlood, this mornin'.

A combinedl emotion of anger and dis«may surged over l3arney's spirit. Fate or
the furies hiad played hirn a trick, and lie
%vas lhelpless. W-Nitli a stcrn and giooîny
brow lie began bis night's beat.

Before inorning a dishevelled mnass of
clouds wvere racing over the hecavens.
There ivcre plumes and spirals, and dlots
of condcnsed or sifting vapors, and the
ocean, as if shaken out of its dozing state,
begari to roar witb rage.

IA storîîi !" lie said, and stronger camie
that chilling forebodîng of trctiblo. This
wvas bis last ni-lit there. In two or thc
days* time hie %ould bo down fardier.
Already lie could disting~uish the hiollow,
rnelancholy boomi of the breakers to the
south of Morrissy light-the boom wbose
mionotonous j.Nr and ruaible wvas broken
once in a while ')y the thunder of a higher
inceming roller.

And Jessie, bis Jessie, far eut beyond
the biarbor bar-what dangers might as.
sal lier with this coming Atlantic storm?
Oh1, if lie had only known last nigbt lie
would flot have lot lier ]cave hirn.

At daylight 1l wvas relieved, and wvent
to Ilis quarters, where lie threw bimself
doiwn wvîthout undressing, and almost in-
stantly sank into a state of incubus.

He scenmcd te ho standing by the
water's edge, bis weiglit partly raised by
sorne rocks. The sea wvas calm and
nearly noiselcss, only sobbing to itself
like a grieved child baîf asleep.

Ne thought that bie stood spell.bound
looking at a broad, wvhite path out over
the waves, and in that belt of light some-
thing beat and throbbed, rose and fell
w.ith 'he pulse of the sea. And the swal.
lowing souind, and the sobbing and the
heart beat of the tide made hini shudder
wvith nameless dread ; and thon the moon
carne up eut of thc sea and shone with
blazing power into bis face. Ne raised
bis hand to shade bis eyes.

The action at least was real, and awoke
hirn in a cold perspiration. The suri, for
the first time breaking through the vapor,
had struck with a full blaze upon bis
face.

He instantly sprang up, witb an unde.
finable feeling of calarnity in his heart.
So vividly could hie recail that piece of
wreck, with the body lashed to it, throb-
bing in the water, that hie did not try to
sleep again.

Ail the earlier part of the day bie
watched the ominous clouds, se unflu-
enced by the upper currents, stranded,
coiied, curdled; belts passing through
loops, wisps blowing out between mirnic
colonnades, and the buzzing and bumrning
of the breakers, beat back by a couniter
current nearer tbe earth.

His duty as guardsman was done, and
sorne days would elapse before hie would
take his place actively in the life-saving
service; but hie coud flot rest.

Every heavier gust of the gathering
storm brought Iirn te bis feet. By noon
the sun had ccased to struggle to be seen.
The clouds were be;ng blown up in

l)anks and heaps, like rocks around a
quarry.

At noon lie started off on foot for bis
future field of labor, and sunset found hlmi
clarnbering over the rocks near Mlorrissy
Light.

What an infuriated suniset it was!
Lowv.t.own, long, blood-red gashies in the
clouds; above these wvere purpie bruises,
and near b.,' coppery braziers burned
gliastly vapors.

Thie brave fellows belonging to thue
service stood wliere the gale, in wild,
hilarious gusts tlirew %he spray ever
thein; but flot uintil mrnight did the
tcmpest gain its lieighit, and for a few
lîours drove everytluing beiore its uncon -
troflable fury. Soon the slurieks of the
gale, the thunder of the breakers aivî thxe
splash of the watcr flying against %.. e
liglîthouse created a deafening uproar.

Mien short, suddrn lulîs occurred, as if
the :'.ments were eryand pariting,
and the fuil mnoon, ridîng luigh, fioated
lier brighit glauice throughi every opening
crevice.

The grey sumimer dawn at last, and
the strained, expectant eyes upon the
cliff descry what thcy have beý2n îvatch-
ing for. A %vild cr3'. and tue stalwart
fellow leaps along the rocks. Ne knows
ne boat can live in the sea, but 'vitl the
shout-

"lA wreck! a*wreck !' hie begins walk-
ing out tiirough tbe surf.

They caîl to hlm, and bie permits thein
to fasten the lines about hlm, and holding
an oar in his iron grasp bie begins bis
perilous advance. Ne l".Ids a precarious
footing on projecting rocks, for it is best
to advance thus. Where the breakers
are below the surf, the water sho3ts with
fearful velocitv, and makes irresistible
wvh-rlpools withi tunnel-like centres. His
valiant struggle is opposed by gigantic
forces. The water in jets, in cols, in
ivedge shape, buffets hum. He sways, lie
totters, hie recovers bis balance arnid the
hoarse shouts of those assisting and
wvatching the uneven contest. Now an
enormous roller strikes him in the breast.
He is tbrown backwirds into the surf,
but with a juîick moverneut of the oar hie
keeps himsolf froin striking bis head upon
the rocks. For full a minute hie is dowvn,
jounced and shak-en, and other brave fel-
lows are corning te bis aid; but witb a
herculean effort he once more regains bis
feet, anud again bis cornrades' shouts
mingle with the roar of the surf.

But the light spar is nearly in-tossed
from wave te wave, and kneeling on a
rocky- ridge and partly sustained by their
oar- Barney and anothèr brave fellow
grak.pIe it before it is driven against the
reef. Tbe spray burses around them; it
pours in cascades frorn their devoted
heads. They are thrown upon their
knees, but tbeir exbausted strength is
renewed and sustained by others toiling
te meet tbern.

Lashed face doNwnward, soaked and

epprently dead, the woman wvas carried
byond the rocks, cut fromn the spar and

borne into the station. She had net been
long in the water, and she was alive.
The small, buoyant vessel had net foun-
dered until after nuidniglit, they after-
wards learned.

Wýhen Jessie McDowell wvas fully re-
suscitated, the sky wvas blown clear cf
every rag of cloud, and the meen was
poising over the western forests.


