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Now, in John's Epistles, the na.ne ““Jesus Christ
eXpresses or intimates, | believe, the deity of the
Son.  The Holy Ghost or the Unction, so filled
the mind of that apostle with the truthi, that ‘ the
Word " which had been ‘“ made flesh " was God,
that though he speaks of Him by a name which
formally expresses the Son in manhood or in
office, with John that iS no matter, The name is
nothing—at least, nothing that can interfere with
the full power of prevailing assurance, that He is
*“ that whic" was from the beginning,” the Son in
the glory of the Godhead. This js seen and lelt at
the very opening of the Fijrst Epistle, and so, |
believe, throughout. (See chap, i,
235iv. 25 v, 20: 2 John 3.7,

In the thoughts of this Epistle, * Jesus Christ
is always this divine One, so to speak, the eternal
Life manifested. With John, *“ Jesus Christ ” js
‘““the true God." Jesus is the * He” and the
“Him ” in the argument of his First Epistle ; and
this *“ He ” and * Hjm » ever keeps before us Ope
who is God, though in assumed relations and
covenant dealings,

The confession, therefore, which is demanded
by them is this—that it was God who was mani-
fested, or who came in the flesh, (See 1 John iv.
2; 2 John 7.) For in these epistles, as we have new
seen, *‘ Jesus Christ " is God. His name as God
is Jesus Christ. And it is assumed or concluded
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that “‘the trye God ” is not known, if He who
be not understood

was in the flesh, Jesus Christ,




