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n, now, after an active career,
of the house captains at Sallor’s Snug
Harbor, Staten Island. Captain Herrimann,
after the manner of many men who have done
things, could not be induced to tell it himself,
but some of his old shipmates were not so
cent, and the facts, when obtained, drew & re-
luctant confirmation from the Captain.

""lll story is one told concerning Captain Al-
bert Herriman
one

(Coprright, 1911, by the !‘w York Heraid Oo. All rights reserved.) -

T was a strange adventure that befell Captain Ad-

bert Herrimann beneath the rolling surges of the

Pacific. No deadly combat with a living adversary,

no matching of strength and wit against those of &

paipable opponent, no shock of battle or het rage of
conflict ever brought forth a stranger.

Captain Herrimann scoffs at any suggestion of the
supernatural. Man and boy he was at sea for forty
years, master of salling vessels for the most part of it,
and If there is any life that held more of stern reality
and grim, tangible fact than that of & commander in
the old merchant marine it has not heen recorded.
And yet Captain Herrimann might well find ground
for certain doubts in regard to the tense hour he
passed within the ribs of a sunken wreck on the floor
of the ocean.

Some there be that have heard this story who
1ay it all to the kobold. It is not to be denied ‘that
the kobold was there, nor that he was a thing of
sinister appearance. nor that being a kobold be
might plausibly be associated with uncanny bappen-
ings. But the point Immediately arises that the keo-
boid is an earth sprite and has no manner of right
to be mixed up with affairs in the sea which are
plainly out of his province altogether. To make the
yarn quite consistent there should have been »o
kobold. but a nis, 8 nix or some other of the familiave
more clearly attendant upon the watery tribe of,
evil. Still—but this is the story.

Captain Herrimann quit the command of trading
vessels some years back to take the post as northern
agent for the San Francisco Board of Underwriters,
1n. this capacity he had supervision of every wreck
slong the Pacific cosst from San Francisco to the
Arctle, and it'was his duty, on receipt of word that
an insured vessel had bheen cast away. to proceed
to the spot and make an inspection. On his judgment
of the condition ahd position of the craft she was
either abandoned, raised or:c(‘:m of her cargo,
work which the captain db .

Came report to San Francisco one day that the
Joseph F. Spinney, schooner, just completing & weary
rqmnmumlmm-!(«w!atwl&l-b-.
cellaneons cargo. had pushed through a fog and.
broken her back on a reef off Cape Ray. After strik-
ing the vessel had drifted off and sunk, scarcely ak
lowing the crew time to take to the boats. A

Captain Herrimann was shortly on band with No. 8
wrecking barge, and after some sounding the sunkem
schooner was discovered lying some eight fathoms
deép. Weather was propitious, and after the barge
hal been snchored the Captain prepared to descend
for preliminary investigation.

Among other heavy material the wrecked vessel
bore many tons of short bar iron. but the most valu-
able part of her cargo was a consignment of statuary,
bronze and marble which was to grace a semi-public
park. This statuary represented years of consclen-
tious collecting by one of the weaithiest citizens of
California who had travelled extensively and had
made most of his purchases in Burope, shipping them
to New York for storage and examination by experts.
The selections were to form the decorations of the
grounds of his large estate. Captain Herrimann was
particularly desirous of determining the condition of
these statues, and whether or not they could be
saved. .

He was assisted Into his diving suit with the rubber
lined garments and the huge, antomatic headpiece.
As usual in deep sea diving. he took no guide rope, de-
pending upon Iron weights to bring him to the sea
bottom and the buoyancy of the helmet and Inflated
suit to bring him up again when he should cast them

. off. He carried a signal line attached to a bell by the
pump by which he could call for more
tomatic escape valve in the helmet was arranged to
release an excessive pressure. For exploration In the
dark Interior of the bold he carried strapped about
his waist a set of small electric batteries attached to
a2 hand torch., Outfitted In this wise, and with the
diver's knife hanging by his side, be went down the
ladder and so through the deepening gloom of the
water to the schooner below.

Entering the Hatch.

He had no difficulty In bringing up on the deck of
the schooner, and his first task was to try the main
batch. It was tight and considerable effort was
necessary to open it and effect an entrance. Then,
crawling over the edge, he dropped within.

Sweeplug his tight before him and holding the slack
of his gutta percha air pipe In the other hand the
Captain started forward. It was hard going. The
bars, broken out of thelr orderly rows by the vessel's
list, lay piled in beaps and mounds, thrusting at all
angles -like chevaux de frise, jammed In fantastic
pyramids and forming jagged ridges over which he
bad to ceawl. Keeping well toward the upper or
port side, close to the schooner’'s skin, he made shift
to wriggle his way cautionsly nearer to the fore part
of the hold, where he knew the statuary had been
stowed,

In that enclosed epace, shut off from even a glim-
mer of the light of day, the bright knob of his torch
spread a strange, suffused glow. Objects were but
faintly visible, dimmed In the water, unreal and bai-
fling the distance instinct of the eye. .But at length,
baving wedged himself partly over the temporary
bulkbead that held the iron to its section of the hoid,
Le found bimself peering into the compartment where
the statnary shounld be.

And then—CUaptain -Herrmann saw him!

He was oo ordinary kobold—none of the tiresome
little terra cotta gnomes palnted In impossible colors
that are inevitable features of the conventional Ger-
man front lawn, clasping stelus and grinning fatu-
vuly.  He was a real kobold, a real Nibelung, a little
bearded dwarf cast In bronze with a hammer in his
Land, and he looked at the intruder through the green
shimmer of the water with fixed, malevolent gaze,

Captain Herrmann., as has been said, Is an ex-
tremeély practical individoal, but even Captain Herrl-
mann was strick by the oddity of this éencounter, far
beneath the Pacific, with a queer little man who

. seemed g visitant from the nether world. So fanciful
and yet so definlte was the apparition that the
Captain chuckled to himse!f inside his helmet as he

sl baek apon the fron. »

1t was _the Caplain's purpose now (o return to the

barge,  He saw that the statuary eonld he salved by
cutting through the deck or by approaching throngh
the fo ard hateh, bnt haste wasx necessary. The
weight of the ron might ensily tear the wreck apart
In heavy weather,

He siatted ta retigee the uneven course he had
taken, He had cevered perhaps half the distance to
the nin hatel, when suddenly his footing shifted he-
nenth Wi sl be Sias Al the suie fnstant he
wooe aware thnd hix aie had stopped
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from falllng amid the an ominous movement of the mass and he desisted.

It eccurred to him now that he might be able to
work the tuhbe free from beneath the obstructions.
He lowered himself diver fashion, letting the weights
slung about bis bodr draw him down, and, cronching.
wronght desperately at the tube. Hopeless! He could
not «lip the flattened gutia percha aside an inch. The
Ppressure was

He strai J now at another thought. He had
free some te t of the tubing. Payring this out, be
crawled af e limit of the tether In the d tion

1

of the mai And as he played the light before
and about him wlerstood at last the extent of the
disaster. He had wasted nearly three valuable min-
utes In his attempt 1o solve the jack straw puszia
Beyond the spot whete the slide had balked bim the
bars had piied in barriers upon his pipe. And his
exit was blocked

Nearly half Lis time was gone, neariy half of the
precious oxyzen in his heimet had heen expended—all
in dallying over an Impossible task If be had been
able to remove those first doz hars it wonld have
been only to discover at the ¢ that he was still
trapped and that he had been deceived into a fruit-
less and fatal struggle

But he had yet been bhetrayed into losing all
Composedly, w unburried movements., hnsbanding
his jittle st of aic by determined conirol prer the

action of ings, he prepared for the last siim
chapece 1 mained to hin He gathered up the
siack of the pipe, and with his left hand took a hold
about It some three feet from where it joined the hel-
met. His divin amped about the wrists, jeft
bis hands free d 1!d bring to bear upon the
flexibie gutta percha the direct grip of his palm and
finger= He ehose his hold refully, deliberately,
&nd when he had found it he throttled the tube, cios-
ing the band of bone and muscle with the full tension
of bis strength

Then drawing ¢ e with his right hand be set
the keen blade npon tube close shove the com-
pression, and with one stroke severed it. At the same
time he slice

e s

The move was hers was no retracing it
He was now defic v cuf off from all connection with
above by his own act. } heimet and, the remaining
fragment of bose, guarded by the grip of his fisted
left band. held his little remaining share of life. When
that air had been nsad. or !f In the interval his hold
upon the tube relaxed, it was the end.

. Prisoned Amid Iron Bars. 4

Freed from the tether he now sought a way over
the barrier of mimbisd bars. They were still grinding
,.31 shifting wirth the new tilt of the vessel and the
rocking of the swell, and he found himself in immi-
pent peril of being crushed or maimed among them.
He tried to climb them, bnt the first two steps tanght
him that he couid net possibly run the gantiet that

way. The iron presemted a bristling and treacherous
slope which threatened to crumbie upon Bim each
instant

The thing seemed impossible. But thers was still
another way to be tried. He cast off from him the

weights slung a it his bedy that overcame his buoy-

When bhe dropped them he rose like a huge

the water to find himself bumping
without suppeort against the under side of the deck

And now began hiz real fight. He was safe for the
moment from the gnashing of the iron teeth. But he
bad at least fifteen feet in a straight line to cover be-
fore be comid reach the hatch. And he counld mot
travel in a straight line, since the barrier before him
bad heaped up close to the deck and the way over it
was yet 1o find. Throughout this struggle he had to
work with his right arm asbove his head, since his
weighted shoes Kept his feet downward. To propel
himseif he had oniy his right hand against the tim-
bers of the deck.

He caught at them, found a besce and was able to
give a vigorous shove that thrust himm ahead some dis-
tance. But when he reached again his fingers slipped
along smooth wood. The elightest pressure sent him
bobbing down ag and he strose In vain for a ho'd

E _A’n’in; point be began to feel the effect of the
«* viriated air upon which his lungs were laboring. A
: heaviness oppressed him, a duill throbbing in his ears

§?a puisiug in his tempies and back of his eyes. It was
the begioning of the distress.that wonld
- ¥ 1o unendurable tortrure

be whipped ont his knife again and
th into the planking above him. With
he gave a strong thrust Looking

% e hatch be caught a paich of |

t top of the bar to the starboard. Using his knife he
€ thrue at direction. His feet touched the bars
¢ lightiy as he worked nearer the summit, and he used
|

them. forcing bis head and shoulders toward the light.
At last he had wedged hiz
rould see jus: bevond ‘the
And there he caught
His was a curious po=ition, fraugbt with the utmost
danger. It was as if h p had closed upon m
when be was bhalf way th h the jaws
was the deck. Beneath b
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and his shou!ders held him

About fite minuies his time had gone He had
pot ceased 1o kee measure. aided br
and in sxertions of his lungs. He
ere. and . dancing mist that
hind his starting ere<s he saw the dwiad
ing of the grains

Suddenir something beaved beiow him He fair
the shuddering of the barrier, feit the bar at his back
press up agaiust him, and in the fir
error to which be had rielded

every ounce of power in galvan

his glass of life

a-tion by the closing

nuscie, whipped to a frenz £
of the jaws I'he next instant be was free and the
pare clasbed angrily. The effort had carried him
through

And yet it was all it too late. He had aimost

reached the point in suffering wnere flesh and tissue
~an suffer no further. His jungs swelled and
in utmoat distress. breathing agail
tainted air. His head was in a whir
guish, beaten with white hot hammers. With a las!
scrambie he won somehow (o the hateh and driftec
through it

Eight fathoms was the sounding 1o the deck of the
wreck. But as he rose slowly ywiy through the
brightening water, he passed threough eight hualrsd
There seemed no end to it I'here seemed never 1o
have been any beginuning. Up and vp. He knew 5o
must be moviug. yet be doubted. And he was pear.
very mear, the live whea it conld make no differenc

A rude shock stirred his fading consciousness. The
water had sudden darkened azam A vast shadow
hovered over him. He stared avout in a daze. He
had ceased to rise. Against the blurred windows of
the bhelmet be saw a vast, vague shape

It was some faraway corner of bis tortured brain
still feebly resisting the stuper enveloping him He
was abie to understand ihat be had come up against
the barge and that be hunug there wmotionless. It was
the same corner that painfully drew his right hand
up o the strip of keel sed it and worked the mwms-
cles of the arm In a iast sluggish Lmpuise.

Nursed Back to Life.

The crew of the wrecking barge picked up Captais
Albert Herrimanu as soou as his casque rose above
the surface. Kuowing ihat something was wrong
with bim, unabie to force air through the pump, they
bad taken to the boals with some notion of dragging
joose the pipe from aunother angle. It was by the
side of one of the boats b2t he came flodting (o the
wop.

IH' was unconscious, bu. they vcoaxed him back to
life by careful nursing For hours his mind wan-
dered and they heard the story of bis perils. They
thought he was raving when be described the kobold

-

leugth of the air tube ln a grip thai nothing counld
break. They had to gut away the ubing above and

helow his fist and leave it s, Later. wiea be bad r-

murned to consciousness. he himsell was unabie ‘o

loosen that held by any effort of will. Patienl aors

. wepe - ing al i sot fingers and ra midscles WS Diges
vitld finally relcoe W eI Teased

ssction of




