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SENATOR WARK FELICITATED
ON HIS 101ST;BIRTHDAY

&

Veteran Legislator
Hale and Heaé'ty .

Speaker of fenate Wires That
Body’s Greetings to Its
Fellow Member — Canada’s
G. 0. M. Still Full of Work
—May Go to Ottawa After
Easter if Upper House is
in Session.

e g

Fredericton, Feb. = 19—(Special)—Hon.
David Wark, nestor of the Canadian sen-
atu,_ and the world’s oldest parliament-
arian today celebrated the hundred and
first anniversary of his birth.

A number of leading citizens called at
‘his residence during the afternoon and
ipaid their respects to him. He shook
hands cordially and seemed pleased at the
attention shown him. .

The veteran 'senator is in receipt  of
many letters and telegrams of congratula-
tion, the list including the following:

. “Ottawa, Feb. 19.
Hon. David Wark, Senator, Fredericton:
‘‘Senate has by unanimous resolution re-

quested me to convey to you its hearcy con-

gratulations on this day, the one hundredth
and first anniversary of your birth, and it
fervently prays that you may long enjoy
health, strength and happiness.
(Signed) “R. DANDURAND,
‘‘Speaker.’’

: «st. John (. B.), Feb. 10.
‘Hon. David Wark, Fredericton (N. B.):
“Wishing you continuance of good health

and happy: days.
(Signed) “JOHN V. ELLIS.”

“St. Stephen (N. B.), Feb. 19.
‘““Hon. David Wark, Fredericton:
““The civic board of St. Stephen send con-
gratulations on your hundred and first birth-
day and wish you every happiness and many

Teturns,
(Signed) “‘A. 1. TEED, Mayor.”

The WConservative members for New
Brunswick sent the following telegram to
Senator Wark:—

New Brunswick Conservative members
of parliament heartily congratulate you on
your 10lst birthday, and hope to see you
here this eession. (Sgd.) Wilmot, Ganong,
Fowler, Daniel, Stockton, Crocket.

Sepator Wark’s numerous friend
throughout Camada will be delight-
ed to know that he continues
to enjoy good health and in-
itellectual vigor. He mises regularly at 8
o'clock each morning and retires at 9
p. m. He is able to move about unas
sited and eats his three meals a day. He
thas nct been out of the house this winter,
being afraid to expose himself to the cold
weather but he does not allow the time
to hang heavily on his hends. He reads
the newspapers regularly, and personally
aitends to this corregpondence which is by
no means light. o

The senator is his own barber and
shaves himself twice a week and makes a
good job of it too. Up to a year ago he
used an crdinary razor tut he was induced
to abandon it for a safety, which he now

uses.

Tt is doubtful if the senator will journey
to Ottawa to take his seat. WLast year he
went to the capital after Haster adjourn-
ment and possibly he may follow the same
plan this year if the session is prolonged.
Up to the present time he has not al-
lowed the matter to trouble him very
much.

The numerous friends and admirers of
the worthy centenarian will join in the
avish that he may continue to enjoy
health and happiness for many years to
come. v

WHEN SICKNESS COMES.

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills Should be Used
to Bring Back Health.

Sickness comes eooner or later in the
life of everyone. Many who for years have
enjoyed the best of health are suddenly
seized with some one of the numerous ills
of life. Most of the dlls result from an
impoverished condition of the blood; thus
if the blood igsegriched the trouble will
disapp:ar. : f. Williams’ Pink
Pills have } success than any
other medjfi orld in curing sick

‘hese pills actuall
blood, g

suddenly my
/ pains in my

d. I consulted doe-

tors, bul obtained from their
medici temporary and I began
to desp r baing well again. One
day 1 re: ticle in & MEWSPaper prais-

ns’ Pink Pills and I decided

1o try the¥ 1 got six boxes, and before
they werglall gone my condition was so
greatly gfoproved that T kmew I had at

find a medicine to cure me. 1 con-
tinued the use of the pills for a while
longer, and every symptom of my trouble
was gone, and 1 have since enjoyed the
best of health. I think so much of Dr.
Wiliam’ Pink Pills that T am never with-
out them in the house.”

It is because Dr. Willlams’ Pink Pills
make new “blood that they cure such
diseases as anaemia, rheumatism, kidney
and liver troubles, neuralgia, indigestion
and all other ailments due to poor blood.
But you must get the genuine bearing the
full name “Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for
Pale People” on the wrapper around every
box. Sold by medicine dealers everywhere
or sent by mail at 50 cents a box or six
‘boxes for %2.50 by addressing the Dr. Wil-
liams Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.

Rev. John de Soyres’ Will,

The will of the Jate Rev. John de Soyres
was admitted to probate Monday and
letters testamentary granted to George C.
Coster, Arthur W, Adams and Herbert
C. Tilley, the executors. The estate is
valued at $6,310, and goes to the wife and
family of the deceased. |

_\:

Newman’s Brook bridge, which collapsed
a_few days ago, has been jacked up and is
now as level as when originally built.

Frederick Adams, of Golden Grove, will
be a candidate for councillor for the par-
ish of Simonds in the election which will
take place April 18.

The British & Foreign Bible Society
will hold its annual meeting in St. An-
drew’s church March 2. Rev. Principal

ing,

A couple of foxes made a nocturnal visit
to the city recently. They reached Main
street by way of the Shamrock grounds,

slipped past Douglas avenue corner, and
disappeared down Purdy’s alley.

Andrew Buist,, of Carleton, will be a
candidate for civic honors in Guys ward
in opposition to Ald, Tilley. He was in
the council some years ao. :

It was fifteen degrees below zero at
Rothesay Sunday morning. In the «ty,
the thermometer showed four to six and
seven below. The lowest official reading
was three below.

A correspondent writes: The friends
of Rev. S. J. Perry on the Shannon, Wick-
ham and Bellisle pastorate, of which he
is pastor, presented to him a fur lined
coat. Much credit is due James McCrea
for bringing this about.

Thomas Steers, of Main street, Fairville,
assistant roadmaster of the C. P. R., had
his left hand cpight in the flange of a
snow plough af McAdam on Sunday, and
the back of hi hand was badly lacerated.
It was bound' up as well aw circumstances
permitted and on Mr. Steers’ return home
vesterdag#the wound was dressed by Dr.
Macfarjghd. .

#8611t reached the city yesterday that
.8 P. R. employe named Harris, while

"work near the water tank at McAdam
unction Monday morning, was struck
by itthe Boston express and killed. The
unfortunate man, who was about sixty
years of age, is said to have iried to get
out of the way of ‘the approaching train
but slipped and fell in front of the en-
gine. He lived only a few minutes after

ieing struck.

Thomas Dunick’s horse and sled which
have been employed in the snow remov-
ing work in North End went over the
May Queen wharf, Indiantown, Saturday
afternoon and there was some excitement
for a time. A man named Murphy was
the driver. He had backed ithe team to
the wharf.and the sled went too far.
Mounting fthe ice-capped edge of the wharf
it slid over and hauled ‘horse along too
into the water, The shaft broke and the
horse managed to get clear. Men in- a
boat towed the animal to the .lland end of
the slip and all was well again.

The young son of Rev. Dr. T. F. Fother-
ingham greatly alarmed the household
Sunday by an attempt to swallow a
small can opener. The youngster in his
ambition to enquire into mattens became
the possessor of a key used ito remove the
top from a tin of prepared beef; innocent-
ly the child thrust the steel key into his
mouth and a few moments later he was
discovered gnearly choking. Members of
the household quickly attended to the
child and managed to remove the key.

The Pleasant Point ferry, Elijah Ross,
broke the tail shaft while in mid stream
Sunday. fI'’he anchor Was at once
thrown over and danger of the [oait
drifting to the falls was averted. The
passengers were afterwards taken across
in small boats and the ferry boat was
towed into Indiantown by the tug James

the fal's teday for repaif and- while she is
off the route, which will not be for more
than a couple of days, row hoats will cou-
vey people across, 3

Shaw, of Montreal, will address the meet-

Holly, The Ross will be taken through |
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The report of Registrar Jones for last
week were three marriages and fifteen
births.

Oliver Carrier, who was badly scalded
about the face and body three weeks ago
at the Bay Shore round house, is at work’

again.

The Sons of -England will hold their
annual dinner early next month. ‘They
have also under consideration a concert in
Union hall.

The friends of Mr. .and Mrs. W. L.
Pickett, of .Tennant’s Cove, gathered at
their home on Feb. 2nd to celebrate the
29th anniversary of their marriage. Mr.
and Mrs.Pickett meceived many beautiful
gifts, including a sum of money.

Miss Catherine Mooney, one of the oldest
residents of St. John, died last Monday in
the Mater Misenicordiae Home, Sydney
street, aged mninety-six years. She had
often: been heard to say she remembered
when the late revered Queen Victoria was
born.

Mprs. Margaret Donaldson, wife of the
late James Adams of this city, died in
Yarmouth last Sunday. The couple lived
for many years in this city, where -Mr.
Adams conducted a sail making business.
A sister of deceased is Mrs. Charles Me-
Lean of Mecklenburg street. A married
daughter resides in Yarmcuth.

The inquiry into the death of Ernest
Janssen, who died from injuries received
on the New Brunswick Southern railway,
was commenced in the city hall, Carleton,
Monday by Coroner Berryman. [Three
witnesses were examined and the inquiry
adjourned during the examination of the
fourth until next Monday at 7 o’clock.

The death of Mrs. Eliza Hall, wife of
William Hall, occurred on Sunday at
her residence, Prince street extension,
West End, after a long illness. Mrs. Hall,
who was 68 years of age, had suffered
from paralysis for the last eight years. She
leaves onc son and two daughters. The
funeral will take place today from her late
residence at 1.45 o’clock.

In the suit of the Greek, Papageorgiouv,
against U. S. Immigration Inspector H.
M. Turner, Saturday, Hon. Wm. Pugsley
presented his argument. Chief Justice
Tuck acquitted Mr. Turner of any com-
plicity with Seratic in inducing the plain-
tiff to go to Eastport, but he reserved
judgment as to the liability for the arrest
of the plaintiff in the United States.

Twenty-five burial permits were issued
last week as follows: Phthisis, bl‘oncl}i-
tis, 3; semile decay, 2; bronco-pneumonia,
natural causes, eclampsia, pneumonia, con-
vulsions, strangulated hernia, congestion,
of lungs, cerebral softening, eudocarditis,
heart disease, marasmus, la grippe, epit-
thelicme, “inanition, septicaemia, ulcera-
tion of stomach, one each.

Personal Intelligence.

Mrs. Elizabeth Dunham, widow of J. O.
Dunham, celebrated her ninety-second
birthday Saturday at the home of her son,
W. O, Dunham, Carleton. Mrs. Dunham
is one of the oldesf women in St. John,
and is in excellent health.

Miss J. Gertrude Powens, of Philadel-
phia, is vieiting her mother, Mrs. C.
Powers, who has been dangerously ill.
Miss Powers is a practicing nurse in Phila-
delphia.

Among the (Canadian visitors at the
Canadian government offices in London
during the week of Feb, 7 were Fred
Barnes, of St. John; A. A. Bartlett, of
Charlottetown, and George R. Lloyd, Capt.
Alfred and Miss Manley and Albert Dow-
ney, of Halifax. D. R. Jack, of St. John,
and C. DuffiMiller, agent-general for New
Brunswick at London, were in Paris the
week of Feb, 4.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tevish announce
the marriage of their sister, Ethel Mar-
garet Vint Hale, the eldest daughter of
the late Thomas H. Hale, of this city,
to €. Wesley Walker, of Newark (N. J.)

ARTILLERY N SHAM
BATILE AT SUSSE

Officers at Annual Meeting Decide to
Ask Authority

| They, Also, Vote Downthe Busby

in Favor of the Helmet--Author-
ity to Be Asked for Wearing the
New Forage Cap.

The 3rd Regiment (Canadian Artillery
will probably participate in the sham bat-
tle at the yearly ‘encampment of district
troops in Sussex next summer. At the an-
nual meeting of the regiment officers Sat-
urday evening, at the residence of the
commanding officer, Lt.Col. Walter W.
White, it was decided to ask from the de-
partment, authority to proceed to the
camp and take part in the monoeuvres.

The prospect of making the trip is not
unpopular with the officers, indeed it is
safe to assert that all ranks will give ac-
claim to such a fascinating outlook.

It is expected that the prospective strug-
gle will occur Saturday, July 1, in which
event the regiment would leave here the
previous evening, steer a course into. vhe
danger zone, plunge into the conflict, and
return Sunday evening, the two days to
count as part of the drill season.

There was a full attendance of officers
at the meeting, and reponts submitted
were - very satisfactory. The financial
standing of the battalion is particularly
good: Committees were formed as fol:
lows: ; -

Regimental—Major Baxter, Capt. Arm-
strong, Capt. Robinson. .

Band—Major Crawford, ‘Capt.
Lieut. Smith.

Audit—Capt. Harrison, Lieut. Fowler.

Col. White said the new establishment
of officers, called for an addition of eight,
but there are only two vacancies now.
Five applications have been received.

The matter of uniform was brought up
and discussed at length. It was decided
to do away with the busby, and adopt the
helmet. The regiment, seeing that it had
no direct authority to adopt the busby is
in the position to discard it without ask-
ing permission., So the busby, as far as
the 3rd R. C. ‘A. is concerned, has had its
day. It was an irrisistible example of mil-
itary adornment. To the young recruit it
savored of headlong charges and the leis-
urely dictating of terms.

It was also decided to ask for authority
to wear the staff (naval pabtern) forage
cap. There is a hint of .the Salvation

Barker,

| Army in the general construction of this

cap, but it is business like and ' comfort-
able.
The officers were requested to have their

undress uniforms as. much up to date asp
 possible by procuring newu pattern serge

and the Sam Browne belt... It is expected
that within a few weeks there will be a
meeting, when mess and 'full dress uni-
forms will be discussed fully. .

No ball or dinner will be:held this year.
The annual celebration-wil} take the form
of a smoker to which:-all-thedistrict- offi-
cers will be invited. The officers’ pay was
voted to the regimental fund.

ONLY WATER ROUTE,
YIRMOUTH T0 DGR

Digby, N. 8., Feb. 20—Although no
trains are arriving at or leaving Digby the
people of this town and vicinity are not
suffering as much inconvenience as those
who reside in the neighboring towns.

There is a regular mail passenger and
freight service with St. John via steamship
Yarmouth. Saturday’s boat brought 375
bags of mail for eastern and western Nova
Scotia, and today 304, making a total of
679 bags in Digby at one time.

At 4 o’clock this afternoon the steamship
Yarmouth sailed for Yarmouth with mail,
passengers and freight.. This is the first
time that it has been necessary to go-to
Yarmouth via water instead of rail.

The steamer Granville arrived. this after-
noon with passengers from Annapolis, and
will return the first chance. Considerable
ice i3 in the Amnapoks river at present,
which greatly interferes with mavigation.

No trains are expected to arrive for sev-
eral days. )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

dents are mot
This

(The opinion of . correspon
necessarily those of The Telegraph.
newspaper does not undertake to publish all
or any of the Ietters received. Unsigned
communications will not be noticed. The
name and address of the writer should be
sent with every letter as an evidence of
good faith.—Ed. Telegraph.)

it
L]
WHY?
To the Editor of The Telegraph:

Sir,—In reply to the article “Why?” in
your columns of Feb. 13, I would ask, why
are mnot teachers better paid so that there
may be some inducement for them to remain
in the profession? Also, why are mot school
officers and inspectors more energetic in
seeing that schools are kept open? In one
district of Kings county a special school
meeting was called in order to have a school
for winter term, but only two ratepayers
came. Those two are more than anxious
that their children, eight in number, should
not grow up in ignorance, but are powerless
to act. Is there not some remedy for this
state of affairs? Has not the board of edu-
cation some suggestion to offer or some
authority of use under such conditions?

SCHOO.

Scalded to Death.

Buffalo, N. Y., Feb. 20—Steam from a
broken pipe caused the death of Thomas
white and the serious injury of eight oth-
ers at the cigy waterworks plant this af-

fg or Protruding
money if PAZO
6 to 14 days.

money annually expended
4¥brs in the United States is
$00,000 going' for wine, §210,-
000,000 for bSer, $5,000,000 for cider, and
$95,000,000 for spirits. One hundred and
eleven million dollars are estimated to be
paid in taxes.

The copy of the Latin Psalter of 1459,
which was sold in London ims.the Sotheby
auction rooms on Dec. 10, realized the large
sum of £4,000, which is remarkable as being
the second highest price ever given at auc-
tion for a printed book. ;

WHEN HUGH McCORMICK
WASWORLD'S CHAMPION

Old-time Skater Talks of His Fastest
Mile in Victoria Rink

HE MADE IT IN 258 &

Thinks Men of That Time Were
’\ Good as the Flyers of the Pres-
ent--Norval Braun’'s 10-Hour
Race With Whelpley --- Ma-
Oormick’'s Contest With Laid-
law.

Referring to the present speed skating
contests;, the old time champion, Hugh J.
MoCormick talked interestingly of former
contests a few days ago. .
His Mile in 2.58.

“The best time I ever made in the Vie-
toria rink was in the first mile of my five
mile race with Dowd, the Montreal
skater,” said McCormick. “We started
from opposite sides of the rink and in the

first few laps Dowd gained nearly a quarter
of a lap on me. He was a wonder on the
start. I never skated so hard in my hfe,
and made the pace so hot that I was on
even terms with him again on the eleventh
lap. Had Dowd caught me as he intended,
I do not know what the result would have
;n;n, but we completed the first mile in
_“T have always thought that the time I
made then under the circumstances was
better than the record of 2.54 made by
Donohue later. My time was made in a
race and was the first mile of five miles,
while he skated - against time with four
pace makers. More than that, when I
skated the posts were four feet high and
I had to keep out at least eighteen inches
in order to clear them while, when Dono-
hue skated, the posts were low and it was
possible to keep as close as six inches.” 1t
makes a great difference to be able to fall
in behind a fast pace maker every little
while.

“The men of today are great speeders,
but, taking all things into account, I do
not think they are any better than the old
timers.”

Breen Should Defeat Laidlaw.

Speaking of Laidlaw’s wish to meet
Breen, Hughie said he thought that the
New Brunswicker would beat him. “I
know Laidlaw well,” said McCormick,
“and beat him the first time I skated.
Then he challenged again before I went to
Norway early in the season, and I thought
there was no occasion to train much.
There is where I missed it. Laidlaw was
in fine shape, had done road work and
early training on.the lakes and he outlast-
ed me. I was thirty-nine years of age then
and Laidlaw, I think, was twenty-seven.
After two miles and a half he passed and
beat me, giving me a nice send off to go
to Norway with. Then Hagem beat. me
there.” :

A Ten-hour Contest. -

McCormick laughed at being caught out
of condition, and then spoke of the time
Norvan Braun skated for ten hours against

| Whelpley., “It, was the first time Braun

was ever on a circular rink,” said Hughie,
“and after he was at it for a short time
he ‘became dizzy and I had to take him
off for half an hous. When he went on
again he was behind six miles. But he
went at it like a Trojan and -with that
long, steady stroke of his did good work.
I was looking after my mneighbo: —you
know he came from there—and 1 will say
this for him, he ate like a horse, took all
1 gave him and was as fresh as a daisy ab
the ninth hour. Whelpley was about tired
out and Braun gained two miles in the
last hour. At that time thirteen laps
counted a mile in the rink, and the crowd,
which was large, cheered Braun again and
again as he passed Whelpley. He must
have passed him thirty-five times in that
hour and he got a tremeadous send oft
when he left the ice. 'Whelpley won, but
Braun carried off the rest of the homors,
but,” Hughie added with a smile, “I don’t
think he would have done so well if he
hadn’t been so well looked after.”

MaCormick’s stories of his many races;
related in his graphic way, would fill many
a column. He still retains a keen interest
in ice contests and would like to be at it
again; but, to use his own words, “'LI'm
too old.”

WANTS NEW PROVINCES
T0 CONTROL SCHODLS

Toronto, Feb. 20.—(Special)—The execu-
tive of the county Orange lodge tomight
sent the following telegram to Toronto
membeys at Ottawa:

“Qrange association strongly opposed to
any law being passed by dominion parlia-
ment in regard to formation of new prov-
incey in Northwest Territories which does
not bestow upon legislatures of new prov-
inces full comtrol over their education,
their official language and other subjects
of purely local concern, free from all re-
stniotions and most earnestly solicit your
vote and influence to give effect to their
views.” :

The association has also prepared a pe-
tition to the house and arranged for inter-
views with all Toronto members.

OCourt Matters

Admiralty.

Judge McLeod gave judgment Friday
on the application made by the mortgagees
t0 set aside the arrest of the ship St.
Helens. His honor held that the aflidavit
on which the warrant was issued was de-
fective, and he ordered the ship discharged
from arrest and that Capt. Mason, the
plaintiff, pay the costs of the application
and of the arrest. He would hear applica-
tion for the re-arrest on proper affidavits.
H. H. McLean, K: C., appeared for the
ship; C. J. Coster, K. C., for the plaintiff.

Letters of administration of the estate
of the late R. B. Gilmour have beemn grant-
ed to his widow, Emily K. Gilmour:. The
estate is valued at $1,000 perronal; F..J. G.

IST, JORN MAN AT 1P

Probate. . |

LAY N HONOLULY

H. N. Dearborn Writes of the Quaint
Scenes in Brown: Men’s
Theatre

SGENERY LUDICROUS

Big Slab of Wood for a Ticket---
One Man Reads the Lines and
Actors and Actresses Depict
the Emotions Described--Flay
Lasts a Week.

(By H. N. Dearborn, formerly of St.John.)

‘Honolulu, Feb. 2—Did you ever attend
a Japanese play in a real Japanese the-
atre, in a town which; if mot wholly, is
mostly Japanese? No? Then the following
description may be of interest to you.
But before going further 1 will give the
mtﬁx:med population of the Hawaiian Isl-
ands:

Hawailall,.oc eooo *reses oo oo .

«ii.0.81300
. .36,000

Ghinese. .- Lii le o Lie 25,775
Hawailan (mixed).... .. w0 oo coeee 18,100
Whate:-... .o vuce R 13,000

As will be seen the Japanese are very
prominent here—in numbers—and not far
from' the -centre of Honolulu one can well
imagine oneself in little Japan. -

Dropping into a Japanese restaurant one
evening, I obtainied the information where
the -theatre was, and that a play was now
on, admittance 25¢c. Seeking that end of
town which is -distinctly Japan I soon
found the theatre a blaze of paper lamt-
erns, banners, and gorgeous show-bills of
impossible monsters,-

1 was late! The show commenced at 7
o’clock, and now it was nearly eight, but
not too late as it was to.last until 11,30,
and this was but one act—or one part—of
‘the series which take a week to consume.
I tendéered my quarter to the man'at the
door who pointed: to a small wicket and
signified I was to buy my. ticket there.

At .my request for a ticket “the man
behind grasped a stick of wood about ten
inches long, four wide, and one inch thick;
and on seeing this small club emerging
through the opening I jumped back in
gome alarm—thinking I was about to be
sand-bagged. As no violence was offered
me I again approached the window (with
some caution this time) and discovered
that ‘this atick' was the thing for which T
had paid 25c. The Japanese characters on
it proved the “‘open sesame’” which let me/
through the door.

Suppose ‘e man wished to take his wife
and family, and perhaps a few friends, to
the “theatre, if a thoughful man he will
engage seats ahead. Imagine, if you can,
the bundle of kindling wood he- would
have to carry along to gain admittance.

Well, once inside I devoted most of my
attention to the comedy—no, I believe it
was a tragedy—but a short description of

| the theatre itdelf ‘may be of interest first.

The stage was horse-shoe shaped, the
sides extending well past the centre of

‘the pit. From these side entrances the

actors sometimes made ' their debut, or
escape. My ticket granted ‘me standing
privileges only. To' sit down cost more
money, and more discomfort I thought,
for thereé were mo seats; unless a small
square piece of straw matting laid  upon
the floor tan’ be called a seat. These were
distributed through the audience at so
much per; and on these the men folk
would squat on their heels and smoke,
while the women, after taking off their
high heeled wooden sandals and depositing
them in ithé aisle, or pathway, would
bundle up in groups and discuss the play,
their neighbors, the servant girl problem,
and other topies dear to'a woman’s heart.
Dainty lunch®baskets were much in evi-
dence, also light beverage. i

The scenery was a marvel! Trees grow-
ing upside down; storks flying in a gale
of wind; and other fanciful pictures such
as we sometimes see painted on g Japanese
fan. The costumes were gorgeous, and
some very grotesque. : :

The actors acted in the full sense of the
word; for emotions as of pleasure, pair,
fear, love, laughter or crying were all act-
ed, but never a word spoken by the play-
ers themselves. This responsible part was
well done by omne person who sat on a
high ‘chair behind e reading desk to one
side, and whose duty it was to read the
different pants in as great a variety of
voices, whilst the players wacted them.
That his job was not a light one I could
casily see. He required two attendants;
one to fan him continually, and another
to pour him out a stimulant occasionally.
The twanging of a samesin and the beat-
ing of a ¢om-tom was constant, and it was
above this din. the speaker had ‘to raise
his voice. As each actor did his turn he,
or she, would keep the attitude last as-
sumed, and motionless as a statue remain
thus until it was (his -turn again.

I doubt not ithat the play was one of
absorbing interest, for it called forth many
a round of applause from the audience in
which I joined with the rest. But I left
before whe closing hour, and was invited
by a similing attendant to come again to-

morrow night an-see “lot more play.”

-$80,000 Pittsfleld Fire.

Pitteficld, Mass., Feb. 17 —dire today
destroyed the Whitlesey-Sabin . block, a
three seory brick structure eon Cottage
Row, and damaged itwo tenements on eith-
er side, causing a total loss of over $30,000;
covered by an insurance of $22,000. The
fire ds supposed to have stavted from
spontaneous - combustion in the rooms of
the Pittsfield Spark Coil Co. on the second
floor.

The building was one of the large con-
struction type and equipped with auto-
matie sprinklers, buf in spite of the water
from these and eight streams of water
from the fire engines, 1t was gutted with-
in an hour. ¢

Later the walls fell, the south wall
falling to the Baston and Albany tracks,
causing a delay to trains of nearly two
hours,

Ontario in Grip of Storm.
Montreal, Feb. 17—(Special) —Despite
somewhat milder weather, Ontario is still
in.the grip of a storm and service in west-
ern-ind netthren. - Ontario * is practically
suspended.  In.previous. winters snow
ploughs have never- been- used west_ of
Chathiam, but at present they are work-
'ing as' far as' Windsor. Trains in eastern

Knowlton, procto, . e
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_jOntario area delayed, A
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MtENTINE'S

The Meaning of the Festival to a
: Toronto Girl.

WIRE'S LOVE STORY

And How the Story Worked Out
_on St. Valentine’'s Morning to
an Operator in the G. N. W.

(Toronto News.)

St. Valentine’s Day was anything but a
joy to ome of the lady operators in the
Great Northwestern offices on Welling-
ton street. Indeed, this young lady—who
in this must be nameless—found the happy
festival an occasion for the profoundest
sorrow. Where others rejoiced over inno-
cent gifts she was sad over the eorrowiul
tidings that her lover, to whom in a few
months more she would have been married,
was dead. .

The telegraph sounder has beer respons-
ible for many of the prettiest romances
of modern life, not only on the prairie ané
in fiction, but in the actual everyday life

I of the big city. It is partly the romantic

interest attaching to the telegraph that has
attracted so many girls into the business.
The fascination of talking over the wire %o
a man &he has never seen, perhapd never
will see, has made the click of the sound-
er a siren’s call to many a ginl. Many &
lady; operator has struck up a life-long ac-
quaintance with an operator soméwiere
on her beat whose first intimation to lier
was in dots aud dashes. Many of these
acquaintances have developed into friend-
ships; not a few into marriages. And on
St. Valentine’s Day many have been 'the
unwritten valentines, innocent of print-
er’s ink or decorator’s art, sent over the
wires by young people whose first acquaints
‘ance came ‘over the sounder. Ecw
Experienced ‘operators aver _that. the
toueh of a correspondent becomes as fa-

‘miliar as his handwriting. An operatar

who for years had been in Montreal, for in~
stance, and suddenly shifted to Winnipeg,
could be Jocated instantly by the sound of
this “handwriting” over the wire. .
What wonder that from repeated cor-
respondence over the wirg a young man
often gets an insight into the character
of a:young lady on his “beat” that' he
might not get even in letters? The next
step is a few dote and dashes requesting
an exchange of photographs. And  even
without the formality of letters an engage--
ment may be consummated. IR
It was on a bright May ‘day of 1904 when
Miss L— came to the office of .the G.
N. W.. She had been an-operator.in:the.
north country, somewhere round Bobeaya
geon. As she was an expert operator she
had no difficulty getting a desk’ in -the
head office. She was put on the Wood-
stock line. The busy click and bum: of
the big office, with its scores of impatient
instruments, all clattering at once, was a
vast change from the lonesome quiet of the
little station  in' the north couptry, It

L——; less of nature buf more of life;
no longer the call of the frog in the spring
day, and the shouts of the village children
in the gloaming; but the impetuous rush

big office with its tentacles on almost every,
town and hamiet in the country.

Perhaps a telegraph office with as much
noise in it as an average factory is a
strange place for a girl to- fall in Jove.
But there were already several girls in- the
office who had on their beats gentlemen
friends they had never seen. Some had
even got married as the result of such in-
timacies.

Miss L.’s fate epoke to her over the wire
from Woodstock. Just what was the first
message she ever received over that wire
even she has probably forgotten; asd it
may have been weeks before she was able
to distinguish the click of the sounder
when “Mr. C.” was at the other end. But
there came a time during last summer
when the click of that sounder began . to
mean more to Miss L. than any other

sound in the world. Scinetimes there were

lulls in the day’s work when with fifty
machines racketing about her in that big
room she had fime just to gossip over the
wire with Woodstock—when as yet she had
not seen Mr. C. e
Photographs were exchanged. ‘Lhis was
before October last. Last October, Mr. C.
came to Toronto. In the office of the' G.
N. W. he was formally introduced to the
young lady who for six months he had
known over the wire. He stayed but a
short time, and returned to Woodstock.
Weeks ago there came a message from
Woodstock that Mr. C. was ill—but it was
another operator’s hand that sent it, Day
after day came the strange click of the
sounder, how different from the original
one but Miss L. could know. The old
familiar touch never came back to that
sounder. A message came that Mr. C. was
worse. Two- weeks ago Miss L.’s desk
was vacant for the first time. She had
gone to Woodstock. In a day or two she
was back; to those who knew her best
less cheerful than before, but still hopeful.
And day after day came messages with
all their various story of hope and fear—
sometimes one, more often the other. :
St. Valentine’s Day was coming mnear.
Would he be able to send a valentine—
his first? Bright and early Miss L. was
at her desk, listening to the sounder, wait-
ing between messages for some word from
her lover. The morning wore away—no
word as yet. Other girls in the office had
already received valentine messages. Miss
L. could tell that by their faces. To thou-
sands of people the world was as full of
joy as it had been to her but a few
months before. ;
Eleven o’clock. The sounder
L.s desk clicked out this: ...

at Miss
and the reading of it was ‘C died this
morning.” L
Since yesterday noon Miss L.s desk in
the G. N. W. offices has been vacant. She
is today in Woodstock. 'And ¢o her the
world just now is mostly “the touch of &
vaniched hand and the sound of a voice
that is still. 5

Restigouche Residents Pass
Away.

Dalhousie, N. B.,, Feb. 19—(Special)~
John Splade died at Eel River Crossing
on Friday, aged 80. He was one of the
pioneers of the parish of Balmoral; wheré
he was buried this afterneon. :

John Thompson,

was a long time employed as section man

lon the I. G. R., and was much esteemed.

was something of .a mew world: to-Miss -

of a city and the mervous intensity of a -

farmer at .Dalhomw
Junction, died on Friday, aged 65. He




