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surtax was imposed we bought the largest part
our raw sugar from Germany. Last year we bought
from Germany two million pounds out of four hundred
million, That trade has been transferred to the West
Indies, where our imports have increased in six years
from a little over two million dollars to more than eight
millions,

While Germany has been increasing her exports
to all other countries, she has come to see that Can-
ada is becoming one of the large markets of the world.
She had lost this market with no chance Of recovery,
unless she revoked her hasty and unwise decision, Can-
ada would never under any government abrogate her
right to grant an imperial preference, and Germany
must peither accept the situation or lose forever &
valuable market.

After all there is no possibility that Germany will
recover what she has lost of the Canadian sugar market,
She last it by the surtax, but the British West Indies
gained it by an extension of the preference. Before
the surtax was imposed the preference did not apply
0 sugar. It does now, though with some recent mod-
ification While, therefore, German cane sugar will
have much better chance in the Canadian market
than under the surtax, It will not fare so well as it
did once,
But
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the next largest item is bran, $16,200. Pickled saimon
and dried apples follow, There is very little trade in

fresh fruit, though Germany is said to offer a good mar

» Hazen administration will today meet the legis-
the third of govern-
3 the last grown

LOOSE LEAF HOLDERS

Loose Leaf Sheets Ruled and Punched to

since the change

time

has
has

n the

nistry

ce

SALMON ASH COAL

of the people, and has ket for these commodities, The tariff reductions in-
e The speech from |clude lumber of certain kinds, cattle, meats, lobsters. Railroads, Factories and Individuals who are using this NEW Any Pattern.
ntion some of these mat- [But without making a careful comparison we should COAL mined in the ONLY DEEP mines of New Brunswick, pro-
s which the government [suppose that Germany has not cut out nearly all the re- nounce it to be B‘ARNES & CO I_td
tali THE BEST FOR STEAM PURPOSES, 2 °y

| increases that followed the introduction of the
| British preference,

legislature during the Ty

THE BEST FOR OPEN FIRES,
THE BEST FOR HOUSEHOLD USE,

MANUFACTURING STATIONERS.

an idea of the govern-

AN IMPUDENT THREAT,

Yesterday The Standard pointed out the true signifi-

to the St. John Valley

Railway pr b with the intimation of
the introduc hoped, will result
in the succe the project in the
near future. ;
Gratification probably be expressed with l‘u\tc‘l

nce have enjoved |
published reports

the

n in past years, and |

§ rof rming in New Bruns-

In connection with ag ral matters, xn'fnrvl

v naturally be made to the successful importa-
tions of 3 dur the past year, for the improve-

of the

honors

ment breeding interes of the province. Also
to the won abry by New Brunswick fruit at
the great horticultural shows and to the increased assist-
en to fruit culture through the Agricultural De-
t. development by the govern-
ment’s a of the Cuban market for potatoes will

attention.

ad

ance

partn Doubtless the

stance

also receive some

A likelihood of settlement of the fishery matters
with the federal government during the year may be
expressed by His Honor., The saving which has been

made for people of the province through the increasing
number of school books sold through vendors, will prob-
ably also come in for reference asg one of the pre-election
administration which has been ecar-

pledges of present
ried out.

The encouragement which has been given to the
development of mineral resources through aid from gov-
assistance in the building of railways,
resulting

ernment, includi
Il no doubt be referred
increased output from the mines in Gloucester, Queens |
and other That the operation the High

way Act passed by the present administration has been
effective in securing better roads for the province there
has no doubt, and naturally some reference tn that act
will be expected.

Regarding the legislation of the session it will not
be surprising if the enactment of a bill authorizing the
appointment of a commission to have supervision over
the public utilities of the province is foreshadowed. Also
a bill to provide for pensions for teachers, and possibly
reference will be made to the fact that the report of the
anti-tuberculosis commission, which has been carrying an
exhaustive inquiry during the year, will probably be
tabled during the se 7

Altogether the speech from the throne promises to
be among the most important of recent years and one of
the most businesslike to which the House has ever had
the pleasure of listening.
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THE TARIFF T

RUCE WTIH GERMANY.

The ement Canada and Germany by
which the Canadian surtax on German goods disappears,
and Germany restores the regular tariff rate on certain

agre between

Canadian exports, is probably the end of a long tarift
battle. The sirained tariff relations have been a con-
giderable inconvenience to both countries, but Gen
many must have suffered most. It is just to say that

while the plunged into a series
of grotesque blunders in establishing the original tariff
preference, the Canadian imposition of the surtax was
Justified and the government did well to persist in it.
It is indeed a question whether (Germany has even yet
made concessions to call for the withdrawal
of this extra tax. If in any single point Canada is
still penalized by Germany for allowing a preference to
British possessions the surtax should have stood until
the last vestige of penalty had disappeared.

The Canadian preference was at first not a British
preference. It was a concession given equally to all
countries, British and foreign, which should receive Can-
adlan goods on terms as good as our own. The gov-
ermnment was told by the Conservatives that the measure
could not stand against Britain's most favored nation
treaties, This caution was ridiculed, ministers claim-
ing to have the best legal advice on the soundness of
their position. It turned out that the government was
wrong, and the treaties had to be abrogated, so far as
they applied to Canada. Afterward CGermany, having
no legal claim to equal terms with Britain, insisted
that she should have had the same rates, and in retalia-
tion for the refusal imposed extra duties on Canadian
goods. Mr, Fielding, with the approval of both parties,
responded by imposing the surtax, adding one-third to the
duty on all products of and imports from Germany,
‘When this state of affairs begam, Germany was
_ not buying largely from Canada, but Canada was a heavy
purchaser from Germany. We never sold quite $3,000,-
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cance of the Toronto Globe’s notice to Mr. Crocket that
would be destroyed if he did not leave the grafters
This journal is not alone in so interpreting the

The Toronto Mail and Empire quotes the
reference to Mr., Bennett, who exposed much
dredging graft in Ontario. This quotation closes with
the significant reminder:—“He is no longer in parlia-
‘ment.” The Mail and Empire makes the following
comment:-—

“The significance of this address to Mr. Crocket is

‘understood by every person who is familiar with pub-
“lic affairs. The organ says fo Mr. Crocket that the
“exposure of thievery was undertaken in the last Par-
“liament, and the only result was that those who were
“most active in fighting graft were assassinated at the
“general election. It points in particular to Mr. W. H.
“Bennett. Mr. Bennett stirred up the crookedness in
“the dredging contracts, and showed the extent to which
“the country is being robbed through these operations.
“He was marked for slaughter by the machine, and hix
“‘defeat was accomplished. Mr. Crocket is warned that
“if he continues to investigate graft he will meet a fate
“similar to that which befell Mr. Bennett. The machine
“will see to it that a public man who is fearless in his
tack upon the Ottawa iniquities shall not sit in ano-
“ther parliament,
“This is the most impudent attempt at intimidation
“that has occurred in our political history. It is an
effort to interfere with the liberty of the representatives
‘of the people, It is a manoceuvre devised with a view
‘to assisting the government in its policy of graft and
“concealment. Mr. Crocket, however, is not the sort of
“man to be alarmed by the grafters or by their organ.
“At all events, as a public-spirited representative of the
“people, it would be far better for him to fight on, and
“even to be defeated by the machine in an election, than
“to capitulate to the insolence that threatens him with
“disaster if he performs his duty. Graft may rage and
“threaten, but experience shows that right rules in the
“end.”

It was to be expected that the journal owned by
Mr. McAvity ($35,933) and Mr. John E. Moore (dredging
contractor) would commend the Globe's notice to quit.

alone,
thr
Globe's

A CONSERVATIVE VICTORY.,

In
|been

Nova Scotia the Conservative opposition have
fighting all the by-elections as they happened.
El'ntil vesterday they captured no seats, but were able
to hold the one of their own that was vacated. Yes-
|terday they made a gain by eleeting a Conservative in
Mr, Fielding's riding of Queens, to replace Speaker Far-
rell, whom Mr. Fielding had raised to the senate. Queens
is a small constituency and the change from a large

majority on one side to a large majority on the
other is considered important. A special element
in the case is the temperance vote. The

successful candidate is pledged to support provineial pro-
hibition, and was supported by the temperance and
moral reform organization.

It was pointed out by The Standard when Mr. Whit-
ney captured a Liberal seat in Ontario in a recemt by-
election, that patronage was a source of injury as well
as benefit to a government., The Ontario vacancy grew
out of an appeintment of a member of parliament to a
federal office, A provincial member was returned for
the federal seat and his own was lost to the party.
At the same time the government called another Dom-
inion member to a judgeship and his seat at Ottawa was
captured by the Conservatives. Now the provincial seat
for Queens is lost as the result of a senate appointment.

Senator McMullen makes the remarkable statement
that practically the whole intevest charge of the Inter-
colonial is paid by the farmers of Ontario and the west,
So far as can be learned, this interest is paid out of the

|
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THE EHIPS AT SEA

Oh, the ships that go down to sea!
Monsters freighted with human life,
Heeding lttle the water’s strife
Or even the winds unleashed and free.

Sturdy fishers with wave worn sails

Bound for the Banks, where fishes
play,

To gather their harvest day by day,

Braving the chilling fog and gales.

Clumsy freighters with battered sides,
From port to port afar from home
Slowly churning the waves to foam,
Bearing their treasures across the
tides.

Dainty yachts like birds a-wing,
Shining and glittering in the light;
Darting like butterflies in flight,
Seeking pleasure and following spring.

One and all they brave the wave
Like floating leaves on a brimming

cup,

Will the kindly waters bear them
up

Or bury them in an ocean grave?

Will the sea in friendly mood forb :ar
And give safe passage across lLer
breast
To the quiet harbors where ships
may rest?
Master of oceans,
care!
NINETTE M. LOWATER.

A Daily
Short Story

THE LOBSTER POTS

(By Harold Carter,

Jean Piret flung the cars into his
boat and pushed off from the shore,
followed by the curses of the Breton
fishermen.

“Traitor!” shouted one. “The Ger-
man gold is dearer to thee than the
honor of France. Go, ecatch thy lob-
sters for the German commander.”

Piret made no reply, but glanced
up the bay where, anchored in the
swift tides, the Imperial ship Posen, a
man-of-war of three decks and 90
guns, loomed like a menacing specter
against the mouth of the harbor. Next
he looked back upon the little fishing
village, so lately devasted by the red
hot cannon balls of the invaders. He
paled and muttered into his beard.

“Go, then, accursed one, cateh thy
lobsters for the Cermans!™ cried the
fishermen, shaking their fists at him
as he pulled out.

Their anger was natural. The Ger-
man supply ship had not come in,
and Jean Piret’s lobsters and fresh
fish, which he sold to the German
officers, formed a welcome change
from the unvarying ratiens of half
mouldy pork, pickied in brine. He
alone of all the Breton sailors took
out his boat mowadays. In him the
love of gain seemed to have supplant-

grant them Thy

ordinary revenues from taxation, and it is not
that the Ontario farmer pays higher duties than those
of the eastern provinees. This interest is paid out ef
the same fund as the interest on the cost of the canals,
and on the grants to western railways., Senator Me-
Mullen is hopelessly provincial.

It 18 a singular ecircumstance that even yet the
Valley Railway Company has no answer from Sir Wilfrid
Laurier to the proposition made last April. The time
has now come for direct dealing and responsible state-
ment. Mr, Hazen will he expected to obtain from the

) jcompany a positive and binding undertaking from Ottawa

as to the intentions of the federal department of rail
ways. Then it will only be necessary for the company
undertaking construction to produce evidence of their
ability to complete the work, | X

ed patriotism.
losed | As he d the battleship, how-
ever, his eye clouded. He glanced

along the bay. Ne pilet had brought
her hither, nothing save sheer luck
had guided her through those swift
tides aud roeky barriers. Once she set
sail or lost her anchor she would be
swept to destruetion upon the needle
edges of the submerged rocks, over
which breakers counstantly were foam-

ing.

“Ha Piret, have fish for us?”
eried an officer from the deck as his
boat pulled by, “Or any more of those
it A oyl brought us yes-

o

“1 go for k

ed tﬁ.ne sh;:dly, wt:::ln( the twi-
ning over sea.

Wmmlo you set your bait?” the

officer .shouted.

“Under those
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said the officer plously, turning away.
Jean Piret answered nothing, but bait-
ed and let down his pots, Then in
the gathering gloom he turned and
shook his fist at the man-of-war, whose
giant hulk swung blackly athwart the
tide, It was full in, running between
the shoals of the Biscay coast with
all the force of the Atlantic combers.
Darkness deepened, became impene-
trable. Even the giant ship was noth.
ing ‘more than a great gray shadow,
and only her toplights indicated to
the villagers that she was there, wait-
ing implacably. She had no search-
lights, for this was before their day—
before the day of the torpedo, too. She
had nothing to fear, so far as she
knew, from any enemy, seeing that
the bulk of the French fleet was mak-
ing for the Mediterranean by the way
of Trafalgar, soon to be memorable.
Piret shook his first once more, his
face convulsed with his hatred. Then,
mufiling his oars with rags, he began
to row silently, picking up his lobster
pots. Twelve of them contained the
bait which had not been taken, but in
the thirteenth was a fine flle of steel.
Piret dipped his hand into the sea and
began feeling until he came on what
he sought. It was the great chain that
held the anchor of the Posen. Then
leaning over, holding his boat station-
ary with his left hand, which gripped
the hawser, he began filing beneath
the water.

Half an hour later he laid the file
aside and felt the chain with his hand,
In the strong steel there was the small-
est identation. He hurried his work.
It would take him all night, and it
must be completed by dawn.

Day broke at last as Piret reached
the shore, He did not hesitate, but
went from door to door, awakening
the inmates, whispering to them. As
each man heard he took his musket
from beneath the floor where it had
been concealed and hurried after the
fisherman, But before the mists had
risen from the face of the sea cries of
distress came ringing over the waters,
Then came another sound, well known
by all; that of a ship's timbers grind-
ing upon that rockbound wall.

Suddenly the curtain of the fog un-
volled. Hard on the rocks rolled the
stranded hulk of the Posen. The giant
waves broke over her, her guns lolled
helplessly upon their chassis, point-
ing skyward and seaward. One mo-
ment the villagers paused in awe, the
next their muskets crashed out a
thunder of doom te the invaders, black
in the rigging.

Jean Piret had baited his lobster
pots to good purpose.
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per annum. Five, eight or ten millions,
or whatever amount seemingly con-
sistent and let this amount be a di-
rect contribution to the Imperial Gov-
ernment, as Canada’'s share toward
the equipment and maintenance of the
Empire’s navy. Assuming the amounts
contributed as ten millions a year,

tell us, and. we cannot dispute the
statement, that the naval construction
in connection therewith would be ful-
1y one-third greater in Canada than on
the other side of the water. This then,
would be oyt comparative position af-
ter years of disconcerted plans and
costly experiments which would in-
evitably follow the adoption of the
Government's policy. Four or five
vears would be required to become
properly equipped with modern facil-
ities for the bullding of battieships
and cruisers and other incidental re-
quirements for a Canadian operative
navy. Then we have to reckon with
the ill-feelings, jealousies and wrang-
lings which wlil *naturally arise over
the favored localities for the construc-
tion of the navy and dry docks. We
will also have to reckon with the Gov-
ernment contractors and heelers ob-
taining contracts and positions along
with graft and rakeoff incidentals
which will certainly follow in the
wake. Considering the length of time
which it will take to complete one of
our warships it would need to be
christened “Obsolete” at the launching

pO—————
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To keep on straining your
eyes, when it is so easy for
us to make things comfort-
able for you, What causes
a slight strain now may
eventually develop into a
serions defect,

Anyone who reads or does
near work for even a short
time knows to a certainty |
whether or not he is strain- [
ing his eyes.

Stop it at least long
enough to consider the con-
sequences, then have us ex-
amine your eyes.

Do it at once; it will pay.
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On the other hand let the Canadian

Government contribute directly say
ten million dollars this year towards
the Empire’s navy. It may be a time
of imperative need, although we hope
not, yet with the uneasiness that
gseems rife among the nations at pre-
sent no one can tell what may happen
at any time. However, this ten million
or whatever the contribution might be
would be handled by experienced and
competent naval authorities in Britain.
The requirements as to construction
and hasty progress would with their
ever-ready facilities and strong com-
petition, be promptly executed,

We would also be getting returns
on this 10 millions equal to at least 13
or 14 millions if the amount had been
expended on naval construction in
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for

Canada. We would also be relieved of

the embarassment of having a “white
elephant” on our hands. In the inter-
ests of harmony, efficiency and econ-
omy let Canada entrust her share for
the defence of the Empire by direct
contribution where it will do the most
good in the safest, cheapest and best
manner. To have our patriotism as-
sume a more effective form, we could
stipulate with our contribution the
privilége of naming the ships which
were built with the Canadian fund.
Thus we might have our battleship
“Dominion” and our cruiser “Canada”
and the launching and christening
attended by Canadian representatives.
With the following facts before us:
That Canada in her present position
is wofully inadequate and unprepared
regarding facilities for naval con-
struction. That whereas we have not
the naval officers ent to as.
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sume and ing the
fact that it requires six years service
to become a proficient naval seaman.
That our present government has not
shown itself capable of dealing wise-
ly and with ordinary business ability
and judgment in the interests of the
Canadian public as its comnection
with the Transcontinental Ry., the
Quebec bridge and numerous other
recent undertakings have shown.
Therefore the people of Canada can-
not wisely entrust the construction
and operation of a so-called

navy under existing conditions.

Yours, ete
“BLUENOSE.”
St. John, N. B, §th Feb.

WHEAT GAINS.
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