OTTAWA LETTER

Conservatives Glad to me
Just Where Costigan Stands.

The Member of Five Conservative.
Cabinets, He Enjoyed the Spoils
-~ of Victory,

f

And Looked Well After His Own Fiesh and
Blood—Some Grits Do Not Welcome
Him With Opea Arms.

g ,

OTTAWA, May 12.—In the absence
of a sessioa yestarday, pélitical inter-
est centred around the interesting
statemeant :of on. John Costigan -an-
nouncing his withdrawal from the lib-
eral conservative pacty. The opposi-
tion members find in this declaration
a considecable relief from embarrass-
ment. 'Whatever strength Mr. Costi~
gan brought to the party Wnen it was
in power, it can hardly be o ed
‘that hé has been of m Lgsista
1o its fortunes since Ju
“ing this session e

"~ giving what mﬁuenas he commhdl
to the governmeit party, and there is
a natural feeling that since his hos-
tility is to be ‘met, it is much more
convenient to have him fighting in the
opposite side than to be: discharging
his fire in the flank of his old party.
No feeling: of “bitterness finds expres-
sion. In his political career Mr. Cos-
tigan has not made many enemies. It
was not his habit ‘to attack political
opponents, and though possibly his
political associates did not always
fare quite as well at his hands, it
was always recognized that Mr. Cos-
tigan was not given to personal -ill
feeling.

For nearly thirty years Mr. Costi-
=an was understood to be a supporter
of the conservative party. For four-
teen years Mr. Costigan held a cabi-
net »osition and was at the head of
a° department. Whatever  may
be his present feeling to-
wards the conservative leaders,
te never declined office at the
hands of any of them. He was a min-
ister under 8ir John A. Macdonald, Sir
Johin  Abbet, Sir John Thompson, Sir
Mackenzi> Bowell and Sir Charles
Tupper. He was the associate of the
ministers whom he now accuses of
wrecking the party. Whatever high
opinion even his friends may enter-
tain of him, there is no man who
doubts that Mr. Costigan would have
retained office under Sir Charles Tup-
per if the election of 1896 had deter-
mined that Sir Charles should remain

_ premier.

‘Whatever ‘changes of policy may
have occurred in the party which now
commands Mr. Costigan’s confidence,
no change has takzn place in the
principles or policy ur conduct of the
. party | which he leaves. Sir Charles
" Tupper has pursued the ldentical’ pol-
icy which he advocated while in power
" and which during that period enjoyed
Mr. Costigan’s ' support. When Mr.
Costigan states that the liberal tariff
is, _more satisfactory to the  husiness
people. than the tariff changes made
Ly Mr. Foster, he of course remem-
hers that 'he himself was a party .to
the Foster tarift, : ;

. During the second session of the
‘present parliament Mr. Costigan took
occasion to inform the public thai he
felt himself wndsr no obligation to
the conservative party. The declaration
was }nado apropos of notmng in par-
ticular, and naturally opened up the
“discussion as to the balance of obliga-
tion between him and his fcrmer as-
sociates. It is very difficult to value
the servicé of any member of a party,
and pqrhaps under’ the peculiar rela-
tions vhlch Mr. Costigan occupied it
is stlu _more diffirult’ to appraisc his’
influence. He made no claim to spe-
-cial ability. " He contributed nothing
to the genera.l discussion of public af-
‘fairs or -to thelefance of his party in
the country. On the cther hand, he
«brought ‘to the discharge of his duty
‘as the head of the department good
common sense, and iuring his career
. 'of public lifa he was regarded as an
“honest ' administrater. ~ On
“more ' occasions charges of boodling
sin. regard ' to  concessions
made against him in the press,
* “but they were not sustained by any
.gerious evidence., < 'When Sir Richard
Cartwrigat supported a resolution
strongly condemning  ministers who
-received  testimonials  from = their
‘friends, having particular reference to
"+ Sir ‘Hector Laagevin, he took cccasion
to offer something like an apology to
_Afr. Costigan, who 2lso received a pre-
~ ‘pent of a fine house at Ottawa. In
-the managgment ‘of his
‘Mir; Costigan did not give himself

-4nyone ‘else -undue - anxiety. Some |

_-rainisters ‘of marine have made: mat-
“'ters uncorifortable for wvarious inter-
ests. Mr. Costigan usually = settled
disputes in the easiest way for him-
¢self ‘and for the parties concerned
without teo scrupulous regard to ulti-
mate effects. His administration was
not unpopular, ‘ess so rprobably than
that of more ' strenuous ministers.
Certainly it was much easier for hlm-
self. :

' It does mot ne today with sumrt-
ers of the late 'conservative -leaders
Ao attack Mr. Jostigan on the ground
that he was always a ‘sovrce of weak- |
ness ‘to ‘the ‘goveraments of -which he
was a member. - These premiers in-
. vited him to their cabinets and kept.
him there. They were supposed to
know - their business. It was their
fault if they retained in office minis-
ters who should not occupy that posi-
tion. To say that Mr. Costigan was
ne;er useful to the conservative party |,
or to'the country as'a cabinet minis-
ter js to condemn four conservative
administrations.

At the aame time it must be 1ecog-
nized  that Mr. Costigan was not. in
the ministry because of his real or
assumed ability as an administrator,
or his powsr as a statesman. He him-
self recoznized and testified to his
peculiar 9osition in the government, |’

iwo ‘or |

were { -

lépartinent |

He took dcsasion oftea to aa.y'uflt he
was there asp2vially to represent Can-
adians of a zertain race and faith, ¥o

peculiur busiuess to attend tp the in-
tam&s of zhe class which = he repre--
sented. It ;ame about through this
peculiar relationship that his atten-
tion was largzly dJdevoted to matters
of patronage. Im tha other elements
cf public mdmlnistratlon the interests
of all classes and' creeds are usually
the same. Mr. Costigan’s associates
were left to discuss the larger affairs
of state. Mr. Costigan no doubt was
quite successful from his own point of
view in the particular business which
he 'had in hand. As cne of the two
‘cabinet ministers from New Bruns-
wick, he no doubt bad’'a considerable
advantage over his aSsociates. Sir
feonard Tiiley and Mr. Foster were
in the front ra.nk ot statésmen deal-
ing with imorta.nt national affairs.
They could notigive the same atten-
tion to matters of patronage as an as-
sociate whose mind was not turned.to
the other business of the nation.

Many conservatives have complain-

"ed that undue advantage was thus ob-

tained for Mr. Costigan’s friends and
followers at the expense of other
eann.lly ieservlng and: equa.ny capable

some parts of the country, and ' the
interestd of the party suffered in some
constituencies. Mr. Costigan, doubt-
less, usad his personal influence among
the people Whom he was supposed to
represent in ordar to bring support to:
the government. But the time has
passed in Canada when any individual
can gather in a large personal sup-
port and deliver it over to a political
party. At all events, in the chief city
of his own province Mr. Costigan was
never able to make any considerable
treak in the ranks which had been
consolidated around the person of the
late Mr. Anglin. Mr. Anglin had in
his day a tremendous personal influ-
ence ‘which Mr. Costigan, whatever he
may have tried to do, was net able
to inherit. Possibly' he was more
successful in other parts of the coun-
try. But it is the peculiarity of states-
men of his class that their influence
passes awiy when their party loses
rower and they themselves are left
without patronage.

Sir Charles Tupper in a public in-
terview refers to the rapers 'read in
the house the other g§ay by Dr. Roche,
one of the members for Manitcba. In
a rrevious letter to the Sun the full
benefit was given of Mr.. Costigan’s
statement on that occasion. It is not
worth while to reop2n the question
furtber than to say that the govern-
ment which has shown a considerable
severity towards many officers ap-
pointed by their predecessors display-
ed the opposite tendencies in this par-
ticular case. Mr. H. A, Costigan had
been suspended in consequence of cer-
tain. irregularities. - His father says
that they were nothing worse, and in
the absence of proof, other than Mr.
Christie’s statements, this view may
be sccepted. But it is certain that

office with far less excuse than could
be given for the dismissal of Mr. H.
A. Costigan.  Mr. Costigan was not
dismissed, but was transferred to the
control of the Ottawa office,” and is
now in the line of promotion to a
higher position.

Hon; John <Costigan has a son-in-
law alzo in the public service. He was
appointed about ten years ago, taking
the place of another official whose sal-
ary was $800. That place, which is
said to be not one that calls for signal
ability, Mr. Armstrong still holds.
But the salary is now double what it
was when he took the position. He
was in ‘Mr. Costigan’s department,
and through generous promoticn had
xeached a fair position in the begin-
ning of 1886. In the memorable per-
iod: when the late ministry was short-
handed Mr. Costigan’s son-in-law had
his salary largely increased, and it is
said that two . inereases have been
made by the present ministry, the last
one on the eve of the New Brunswick
election. = And another son-m-law of
Mr, Costigan was’ in the " militia .de-
partment, and got into some trouble
which led to his retirement. 'Today
he holds & very excellent position in

d love - can
com yare with the !
tender elfslcriﬁcmg spint
of the weary, watcli-worh - :
mother by the side of her
‘suffering  little one? Such mothers take
little or o account of their own weariness
and weakness, but keep on until they
They seldom realizé how comp‘letely
baby’s health depends upon their own.
Every motler, and ‘every ¥oman who ex-
gects to be a mother, ought to obtain the
ealth - bringing, strength - creating assist-
ance of Dr, Pierce’s Favorite Preseri tion.
It gives elastic en to the:
@oncerned in mother ood, and nonris
vitality to the special nerve:centers %
Taken early during gestation, | xt makes
motherhood perfectly safe and almost pain-*
i less. . Its beneficial éffect is' [transmitted to
the child in increased constxtuﬁonal ‘vigor.
It protects the mother against rela ipse and.
improves the quantity and ‘quality of nour-
ishment during the nursing period, |
It reinforces tired over-wrought women at
every eritical stage, and heals the special
discases to’ which’ they are siibject. F
designed for this' 'exp an-.
B?“d phisxcion and sk{‘t’xea specuﬂiot.f
as devoted thirty years'to this
of practice, Hxs ousand-
e ! People’s Medical Advtser e
mﬁ ﬁe sent free, for 31 one-cent stamps to
the cost of cmtoms and mailing only,
botind “for ‘50 stamps, %
»R. V' ‘Pierce, M. D., Buﬁalo, N. ¥
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Prescript

me n t dea 1 of suffering, I

y well, this being my first

never denied, in fact, e was accus- '
tomed to declare, that he made it his |

‘many officers: appointed by. the late’
government have been turned out of |

{ mate object

‘important legislation at dnce:
. ‘¥ ancient and time honorad recourse of |
s parliaments

 connection wuhu\etomemm@

kon. These -circumstances:

_have had as much effect with

tigan as Some suppose, but. t
would not be unfair to WW‘%}

‘according to Mr. Fielding’s _&bmuk.

as “‘comtributory causes” to Mr. Oos-
tigan’s present attitude,

At Teast it is true that the T
government have trea.t.ea )ﬂ'
gan's relatives and gapbﬁmeeb

civil servants. e.re probably pog
capable or.more devoted to i!!elr’,lt-
ties than maoy who haye received Pu
promotion except £ ptomouo‘ir_
wards. The circunstandes are;
tioned becaise the;
cussion in eonnecuon with )u;

gan’s recent. declaration. What #h
future may have to offer it is irapes-
sible to predict. :

can do for it now. Whether ‘the #ib-
eral party can do any more for him'
remains to be seen; also it will be in-
teresting to observe how far ‘the con-
sarvative rportion. of the element in
the population whi¢h Mr. Costigan

claimed tc repreaent .can_be’ tta.ns-‘

fgx:esl by him to .gne sﬂt :qm

warfare, with changlng !ortuneg‘.' i

thought that an officer in the army
who had enjoyed the spoHs of" yic-
tory when his side won ought to. be
content to share the losses of defeat.

It struck this old-time liberal as a

somewhat ungenerous proceeding for
one who had been a sharer in the good
fortune of his party when it was vic-
torious to march over to the enemy
in the hour of their victory. While
this gentleman is himself above sus-
picion of personal interest, there are
others who have the !.'eelmg that the
grit ranks are full enough. of people
who desire to have their friends re-
warded and that the advent of Mr.
Costigan will reduce the .chances of
some who deserve more frem the pre-
sent government. ‘When Mr. Costigan
speaks of his leaders in a disparaging
way they ' seem .. surprised <that it
should have taken him. 50 . many
years to discover their weakness.- -
The conservative party is not wreck-
ed. When Mr. Costigan says it is he
means nothing more than that it has
heen defeated. No member of the
conservative party did more, aecord-
ing to -~ his ability and influence than
Mr. Costigan to commit the govern-
ment to its action on the school ques-
tion. 'Whether that action was wise
cr unwise it was for the time disas-
trous. The skilful use made of the
question by Sir Wilfrid and his party,
their varying attitude to suit varying
localities, was the cause of their ac-
cession to power. The late government
felt that a’ constitutional necessity
was thrust upon them. Mr. Costigan
urged that this necessity would also
be attended by political advantage in-
asmuch &s it would strengthen the
rarty with the element which he par-
ticularly represented. The lea of
the conservative party «hs:ve ver:
| disowned ‘their respons!bmty for the
course taken, though it aliehated
many friends. But it is a somewhat
remarkable turn in affairs that ' Mr.
Costigan should be the first prominent
man to desart his late associates on
accouni of the disaster which follow:=
ed the action of which he was' the
most ‘ardent idvoca‘e. it was some-
what more remarkable that he should
be now found transferring his influ-

| ence and assistance to the statesmen

who attained power by attacking the
measure which Mr. Costigan believed
to be the chief duty of the conserva-
tive party to promote.

S.D. 8.

OTTAWA, May 13, —The ministers
are not obtaining the supply from the
Louse with undue preclpitation. Vlark
Twsin speaks p,t a newspaper in
Constantinople whose journal h d a
circalation of 15 copies. The man. was
getting rich, but was doing it with
great deubax;ation. Oppesition mem-
bers are voting supplies at abouk the
same rate of speed. The discussions
are on items which are easily a.gsa.il-
able, -but it must be admitted that the

‘fmmediate purpose might be ' sérved

The ulti-
48 not announced but
perhaps it would be safe to say  that.

tvith fewer observations.

I the goverament will not get the esti-
1 mates through with alacrity until
'{ something more is khown of the redis-
[ tribution bill.
| session, when two or three important
| bills, a number of railway subsidies

At the . close of last

and a heavy assortment of supple-

| mentary appropriations ‘were brought

down in a bunch, Mr. Foster made an
announcement. He pointed out:that
the ministers had withheld a great
part of their important legislation to

{ the la.sg; hour, ‘aftér most of the mem-
ad gone

and ‘declared’that
it he shouldbealive ‘and in his place
next ysar, this thing would not be al-
lowed to happen: The ministers would

. probably hasten ' busidess for ’this

year if they. would bring down their:
The
is  to  withhold supply
from government until grievances are
redrcssed. This is also a recourse for
»#n' oppesition which car only protect
itself by checking the vote of suppw

~until the intentions of government a.re
. Jidisclosed. Ak

.

- It happened yestérddy that the es-
tlma.tes before the house were open
to -attack. ISir Louis Davies, who. is

not \mpopulo,r with the oppm jon,

and who keeps his témper well ‘under
fire, was not. as explicit in his expla-
nations 'as ‘some of the members
thought he ought to be. i was
probably: because the minister of mar-
ine.was not himself 'dcquainted with.
the details of the vote which he pro-

posed. His posltion is. also weak

from 'another cause, in which he has

{ the sympathy of his couoagnea, ‘most

of whom are in the same position.
When Sir Louis took office he - an-
nounced his intention of carrying on
the 'services of  his department for
less money than his predecessors had.

| expended. Now. it happens that dur-

in the t decade and a half the de-
partment of marine has been in the
control of careful men. Mr., Foster

¥ | for- " less money,
8 Gon&hct was too much for him.

ond SIr Chaﬂe- Klbbert Tupper _are
'not given to extravagance and always |
keep a ful watch on the outlay
in’ their departments.  Mr. Costigan
was perhaps not so particular, but
his contrcl of the marine department
was brief and the traditions as tc ex-
penditere were maintained.

8o it happened Th;t when Sir Louis
- Davies havirg made it his particular
“business to criticise the extravagance

: gm’%ﬁpartment of marine, assum-

that he was going to manage it
he found that his
But
in his'‘haoste he reduced the vote last

¢ yaax- S0 that it was rathar lower than
the

Mt required in  previous
- years. l'dr ‘next year he asks a large

¢ add!tlbnal sum, apparently more than

Costigan m.r
done for the liberal party all that He’

‘has been expended undar
‘conservative ministers. When con-
frbnted ‘with the smaller vote of last
. year, Sir Lonls while the sorrow is big
at his heart," humbly confesses that
he did not-take money enough. He
is' asking for a large supplementary
tote to help him out in this current
year, and, as was sald above, wants
& bigger appropriation for the year
that will commence in July.

e s

 8ir Louis offers an explanation to

; tﬁe effect that the ‘Aberdeen will be

ne'xt year at the expense of the

year, though the vote was taken
on the assumption that her outlay
would be charged to fishery protec-
tion. - Sir Louis says that the transfer
of this charge from one branch to an-
other,. while increasing the vote for
navigation security, does not imply
increased outlay. But when asked
whether the vote for fishery protec-
tion will be-cut down by the amount
that the other vote is increased, he re~
plies in the negative. So the matter
stands. - At the present moment Sir
Louls’s career as an economist and
retormer is somewhat under a cloud,

Coming down to matters ot detail,
‘attention is called to some rather
high charges for supplies. Mr. Tay.
lor . and: Dr. Sproule found difficulty
in understanding why the $2.50 a bar-
reliwould be paid in St. John for pota-
toes supplied to the Lansdowne by Mr,
Cotter.. In Mr. Taylor’s part of the
country $1.50 per barrel for turnips

shim' and ‘Dr. Sproule that $5.50 per
barrel should be paid for apples, or
$2.40 per bushel for peas, or $2 for
beans. ‘The Ontario members are pre-
pared to supply provisions and freight
them to the maritime provinces at
half these pricss, and market quota-
tions in St. John would seem to indi-
cate that some of the charges were
100 per cent higher than they ought
to be.

Mr. Eillis offered defence. He quoted
the price of potatoes rer peck in St.
John to show that $2.50 a barrel was
not high, but was confronted with the
suggestion that the prices he quoted,
referred to new potatoes in July. Mr.
Elis rather excited the envy of the
western farmers by stating that in
the maritime _ provinces the prices
paid for the goods for the Lansdowne
.Were not excessiye. He supposed that
the captain of the ship ' roust ' have
been struck with the appearance of &
fine barrel of apples some time in the
spring and that $5.50 might not be too
much to pay for ° these particular
goods. It was pointed out that baking
powder was ‘not usually sold at fifty
cents a pound, and Mr. Macdonald of
Prince Edward Island could not un-
derstand why Sir Louis should ' pay
Ligher prices for cheese, condensed
milk, baking powder, and other  pro-
ducts of Prince Edward Island when
bought at Souris than was paid by
his' agent for the same. goods in Brit-
isk Columbia after they had been car-
ried across the.continent.
dunald does 10t obiect to the purchase
of goods from. the gentleman at Souxfs
-who ' protested kis election, but ~ he
could not justify the payment of dou-
ble prices even to sc good a party
man.

He:tox‘ Maclougall of Cape Breton
finds that $6, $7 and even $7.50 has:‘
been: paid for flour = for Sir Louis's
fleet when other pevple were buying |
it for $5, or less. He is still more sur-
prised at the payment of $6 for coal
bought at Sydney, when the regular
rrice was less than half that much.

Sir Louis admitted that it is per-
fectly allowable to .criticise these .
items, and explained. that the pur-
chases were all made from supporters
of the zovernment when other things
were equal.
cited from the minister the fact that .
other things were not equal. The op- :
position members agreed that _the .
minister might properly buy from his ;
own friends in preference to-tories at
the same price. But Sir Louis admit- ,
ted that the conservatives were not
allowed to.quote prices at all.
confining the opportunity to his own

petition altogether, an@ thé - party
men made their own prices apparent- .
ly with excellent profit to themselves,
as when the Souris gentleman above
mentioned obtained 30 "cents a gallon
for karosene oll

Mr. Taylor sought to encourage Sir
Louis in his career as a reformer by
moving a reduetion of the vote to the .

thetic to witness Sir Louwg perturb~
~ation. . He drew a ghastly picture of
neglected light stations and misplaced
tuoys. He told how ships would run
ashore in the darkness, and how
corpses of maidens -fair, lashed to
drifting masts, would be strewn from
Anticosti to Montreal. There were
| tears in his voice as he nictured the |
happy home which would be desolat- '
€d and the scenes of horror which '
would be witnessed if Mr. Taylor
should cut dowa the vote of the mar-
ine .department, or reduce the price
of ‘baking powder. 'But the heart of
the tory“whip was hardened .worse
than that of the Xing of Egypt in
olden times. He suggested that if the
minister was really so concerned  for
human life, for the reputation ‘of Can-
adian sailing routes, and the . honor
and credit of the nation, he might ac-
complish his humane m;rbo-e by cut-
tinz down the profits ‘'on’ his friends’
potatoes and beans. It was the two-
priced grocer and not the pepurious

for the scanes of carnage that were

; morbid imagination.

would: be exeessive. Nor is it clear to:

Mr. Mac-

present in Sir. Loula's glowlns. but
In the end no
explanation was given of the mys-
terious. transfer of expenditure from
one Jenartment to another. with the
effect of increasing the outlay in one
place and leaving the other where it
was before,

We shall stm have peas at
any’ ‘price,; anil in ‘spite of Dr. }
Sproule’s criticism, Sir Louis will go
on buying grocerizs as Mr. Emmerson
buy> his bridges. The Doctor points
it that the department of marine
buys mushrooms at big prices not-
withstandins the fact that Mr. FFid-
ing nas placzed mushroom spawn . on
the free list.

There was some disagreement be-
tween the minister of marine and Mr.
Macdonald of his own province con-
cerning the  permanence of employ-
ment in the fishery protection service.
Mr. Macdonald seems to have heard
of some partisan dismissals, but ' Sir
Louis says that he keeps all his men
and employs them year ‘after year:
The dispatches have: given a fair
idea of the ministers’ proposition re-
specting a naval reserve. This schemp
as stated in g previous letter was out~
lined by Sir Louis at the meeting of
the British Empire Lesgue. It seems.
that the discussion with the imperial
suthorities is still going on, and there
is' hove that a con
dians to imperial na defence will |
‘soon be arranzed. Sir Charles Hib-
bert Tupper, when minister of marine,
made some attempt- to begin the
movement to keep the Canadian fish-
ermen and other young men trained
cn the sea from offering their services
to the United States navy. The fish-
ery pratection cruiser constitutes a
sort of navy of our own. The men on
board these - vessels are trained in
methodical habits. They have some
ideas of drill and are accustomed to
neatness and to regular habits. ‘This
training naturally disposes them to
withdraw  from ordinary seafaring
and to euter the regular service. Sir
Hibbart fears that if employment is
not found in wirter for these young
men thay will enlist in the service of
our neighbors. Probably before the
session is over we shall hear mare of
this scheme. for establishing training
stations for marines and the equip-
ment of a Canadian naval reserve.

Speakirg of the marine department,
Sir Louis is much at sea on the lob-
ster question. He has his report of
the ' coramittee appointed to investi-
gate the lobster, but has not acted
upon it. Mr. ‘MclInernsy, represéntiag
a constituency much interested in the
lobster business; has been trying to
learn what the department proposes
to do. It is a problem of great interest
in Kent, because the coramissioners
divide the county between two dis-
tricts. = The recommendation is that
the lobster fishing be allowed to com-
mence norih’ of the Chockpish river
early in April, but south of that
stream not vntil the 19th of May. On-
the other hand, the packers in the
northern district would stop in the
middle of July, whareas the southern
operators may continue a month lon-
ger. About the baginning of May
Mr. McInerpey began to ask Sir Louis
F“whethéi' he’ intemuu to ‘put ‘re-.
commendations into effect. min-g
ister promised to answer in a da.y or
-two, and this promise was ggain re-
newed later, but no statement has
yet been made. Meanwhile lobhsier
killing ras been going on and the
most that can be elicited from Sir
Louis Davies is that no rights will be
taken away this year that were for-
merly enjoyed.

This answer is not very instructive
just now, seeing  tbat the period is
about past in which the privileges
would 'be lcst. But theré remains the
interesting question whether the pri-
vileges will be conferred that have not
hitherte been eajoyed. If Sir Louis
adopts the recomnmendation, the pac-
kers 'in the southern district of . the
gulf shore will be allowed to continué

Further - questioning eli- '

[friénds, he''frequently ‘escaped’ com- |

Jformer standard.” Then it became pa- i

opposition who would be résponsible

ocperations ‘a month longer than : the
present law allows.
¢ for them to know whether they are to
be shut off in July or'in August; They
want to’ know ‘what contracts they
, can make, ' They  want to provide
themselves with tin and other mater-
ial for the extended operations if they
are to be permitted. In the mieantime
theyv are working in the dark, and if
j the information desired by the public
is in possession of the friends of the
'gmemment an unfair discrimination
exists. ;

In view of these circumstances Mr.
“'McInerney has been trying to get
. Some statement of intention from the.
head ' of the deparfment. But  Sir
Louis is like 'King Arthur. All his
mind is' clouded with a doubt, and so
he cannot clear up the doubts of other
people. ; S. D. S.

OTTAWA, May 15.—It is probable
ihat . the further discassion of  the
Dmmvnond railway bill will- be  re-

printed, and some  disclosares will be'
.‘made that are not known now. One
1ntenst1ng feature of the proposed
arrangement will perhaps be new to
i maritime province readers. In the
trafic ' arrangements between the
Grand Trunk and the gzovernment, the
_Grand Trunk gets a great bargain.
On goods shipped from Ontario
towns or from Chicago or any
i ather point © reached. by . the
Grand ‘Trunk west of Montreal
to Halifax or St. John for export,
the freight" recetpu «4re not to be di-
vided between the two roads on the
‘basis of their respective raileage. It
_is =arranged that the Intercolonial
shall be regarded as a very mrnch
. Shorter line than it ‘s. For purposes
of division of the: oroceeds, the 1ail-
~way distance from Montreal to Hali-
fex is to be called 425 miles, though as
a matter of faot it is 340 miles, = The
distance from Montreal co St. John isg
to be regarded as 375 miles, whereas it
is about 740 miles. This menns that’
the government gets as its share only
half ihe amount to which it would
be entifled on the basis of mileage. In
other wcrds, the Grand Truni geis
just twice as much for carrying a ton |
of fréight per mile as \will he paid to
the" Intercolonial for carrying ' the
eame freight on the same trip.

The long route of the government
railwey makes it necessary to reduce

1t is important{

' ment that the first
ported by wire. .before this letter  i8'}

‘bert says that many laymen

&/,

Highoat i qulty —, pur g
s0ap for laundry purposes and general
wes. That word Surprise stamped

MMﬂh guacantees the highest

; 8¢, Croix Sou Mfg. Co., St. Stephens, 0.8,
:;‘ t i R
€ rate per mile in order

with shorter roads, and xhst?\ tf::?z;:
is borne by the government, Now it
is well known that -ho rates for
through traffic on the trunk lines have
been cut down towards the lowest liv-
ing point. The great railroads majke
most of their money on local ang non-
competitive tra'lic and carry on theijr

| through business with a small marg;
“of Cana- ‘of profit. We .ean. dmagine how mucﬁ
“the government will make on througy

traffic. at one. half the ordinary long
distar.ce rate.

Then there is anoth:r remarkable
provision, It is agreed that the am-
ount assigned to the Intercolonial sg
its, return for through freight from
Montreak to St. John shall be no nore
than the rate charzad by the Canadian
Pacific between the same points. That
is tc say, the Iatercolonial agrees to
make rates for 740 miles equal to
those mode by the Canadian Pacific
for 480 miles. Furthermore, the In-
tercolonial agrees to charge no more
for freight from Montreal to St. John
than the Grand Trunk charges from
Montreal to Port!and; a Mstance of
£93 miles, or consideradly less than
half the length of the {ntercolonial
The rate to Halifax is to De a little
higher than that to St. John. The
difference is found objectiomable to
Halifax and th2 agitation there may
have the effect of makinz a Halifax
rate for 840 miles the same as the
Portland rate for 293 miles. If the
rates were ths same to Halifax the
Intercolonial would be :eceiving about
one third as much as {he Grand
Trunk gets for performing the same
service on the :<hrough traffic borne
by the two roads.

It will be seen that the Grand
Trunk has no share in the disadvan-
tages of the longer route. It will re-
ceive as much on goods which it de-
livers to the Intercolonial or receives
from that road as it does on traffic
entirely its own. The Intercolonial
willi have to do its -hrough business
at half price or less. Mr. Rlair must
be an uncommmonly able minister if
he can make ~he traffic pay on these
terms.

The minister ‘claims that he has
‘done wsll with the traffic so far han-
dled, but @8 yat he ‘has .done no
‘through business for export and very
little tmport busiaess, so that no test
has yet been applied t> the value of
this business as a producer of revenue
or of deficit. Even as it is, the busi-
ness has been conducted at a much
greater loss than Mr. Blair. admits.
e says that in the eight months
ending first of March /the receipts
ecualled the expenditure, while during
the four months beginning last March
and ending with July there was a de-
ficit of $138,000. These twelve months
inchide the exact period in which the
Drummond railway was operated with
the Intercolonial, so that. :the first
vear’s operation of the Intercolonial
extending to Montreal results in a
net deficit ‘according to Mr. Blair's
own showing of $138,000. It is true
that the minister puts in a claim of
an extra expenditure during the four
months from March to July of last
vear, but he stated that this expendi-
ture was made then instead of later
in ‘the year. In any case it would have
been made during the twelve months,
and the only result of anticipating it
was that the balance for the early
rart of this current year is better. It
M¥. Blair had deferred the expendi-
ture to July and August he would

' have had a deficit .of $150,000 by the

“first of last March, instead of an even
balance. In any case he seems to
have done within that particular
twelve months  only a fair year's
maintenance work and to have ac-
cumulated a deficit as above men-
tioned,

* It is true that the minister now tells
how difficult it is to make an ar-
rangement of that kind: pay during
the first year. But as was shown in
a recent letter, he stated to the house
when he brousht, down. . the arrange-
MB eperation
would produce 4 net revenue of $300,000
instead of a deficit of half that sum.

The minister is apparently half a
million lollars out in his calculations
for the first year. It remains to be
seen how far out he will be when he
undertakes to carry through traffic at
half price.

The ministers are developing 2
taste for literature. ‘While the house
was in supply on Friday it was dis-
covered that the contingencies ac-
count was loaded with a considerable
number of inte books purchas-
ed by ministers for use in their of-
fices. The pa.tlumantnry library is
available for all government em-
ployees, but it seems necessary that
the ministers should have seme par-
ticular books constantly at their el-
bow. It is found, for instance, that
every minister but one has bought a

 ¢opy at the public expense of a work
(called Be Your Own Lawyer. . Sir

Charles, - Hibbert Tupper _observed
when the item was under discussion,
that while Sir Oliver Mowat Was min-
ister of justice his colleagues were
willing to take their law from him,
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