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JCTORIA WEST CRIEVANCES

(ommittee Explains to the Council What
the Residents Want.

WHAT THE COUNCIL IS ABLE TO GIVE

city Engineer Will Supply the P:oper
street Lines Before the Enda. of the
yYear—No Funds to Carry Out Other
Needed Improvements.

A committee appointed by the citizens
of Victoria West, at a meeting held some
{ime ago, waited on the mayor and alder-
men last evening to present the resolu-.
tions passed at that meeting. T'here
were present Mayor Beaven, Aldermen
Baker, Bragg, Styles, Miller, Munn,
Henderson and Belyea, the committee
from Victoria West and other residents
of that distriet.

Mr. Beaumont Boggs preseqted .the
resolutions and opened the discussion,
In regard to the separation of tl_le quth
Ward, all had agreed at election tx_me
that this was necessary.” The resolut.lou
asking for better fire protection was sim-
ply a repetition of the recommendations
made by Chief Deasy. During the past

six months there had been three fires in
Victoria West, and in each case a house
bhad been wholly consumed. These fires
could have been put out at the start if
the means had been at hand. On ac-
count of this state of affairs the board

.of fire underwriters had decided to in-

crease the rate for insurance in Victoria
West. At present there is no attempt
to protect the houses from fire, although
there is a good water supply at hand.

*The question Qf street lines had . been

thoroughly thrashed out at public meet-
ings, but nothing had been done. 1t
was one of the most important ques-
tions to the residents of Victoria West.
His own property had been surveyed
five times, and there was a differenge of
eighteen feet frontage. It was useless
to talk of repairing the streets until the
lines were fixed.. The request to have a
sidewalk built on the old trunk road
through the reserve should be complied
with. In winter the people using it had
to wade ankle deep in mud, and if fhey
did not wish to do this they had to pay
car fare each time they came to town.
It seemed like working against the work-
ingmen in favor of the car company. 1t
was impossible to do the work under the
local improvement by-law, as mnot only
the property it passed, but the whoje
district, would be benefited. The Vie-
toria West ‘meeting had agreed that the
present system of assessment was wrong.
The act should be amended to give the
assessor the power to lower the assess-
ments on property adjoining that on
which the assessment had beemw lowered
by the court of revision. Victoria West
property was assessed to its full value.
The residents had paid $20,000 in taxes
and had-not received $1,000 in return.
But if the $4,000 set aside by the govern-
ment for trunk roads not ten eents had
been spent. It was true that there
were two sidewalks in the district, one
running to the churches and the other
down a street on which there was but
It was
suggested that the district should be pa-
trolled by a mounted policeman.

Mr. Fairall, a -resident, of Victoria

West, who had just<entered ithe moomf’

rose and claimed that the meeting at Vie-
toria West which passed the resolutions
was not a representative one.

Mayor Beaven objected to the split-
ting of hairs on that question. As the
committée had offered their complaints
in proper language they would be list-
ened to.

Mr.- O. Warner stated that as much
publicity had" been given the recent
meeting as had been given the meeting
called by Mr. Fairall some time ago.
The most important question in his mind
was that of street lines. The city sur-
veyor should be empowered to give
these lines, and the property owners
would govern themselves accordingly.
“The committee had set their wants be-
fore the council and asked them to give
Victoria West what they could. 1f the
street lines were defined many sidewalks
would be laid under the local improve-
ment by-law. The people needed what
they had asked for, and if they were go-
ing to receive anything they would like
to know it.

Mr. Fairall—Mr. Russell has the prop-
er lines; new ones would cause trouble.

Mr. Oldershaw explained that through,
the bank in which one of the old ‘stakes
was ‘planted ' being washed away, the
lines of the old- and- new surveys differed,
Victoria West. being -thrown 15 feet to
the wost. :

Mr. Fairall interrupted Mr. Older-
shaw, and then a lively squabble ensued
as to who knew most about the lines
and when personalities comrsenced the
mayor called order.

The mayor explained that the legisla-
ture had authorized the city engineers
to define the lines in Victoria Wst. The
engineer had been very busy or he would
have been at work in Vietoria - West
vow. The council, however, intended to
have the work done this year.

v.\Ir. Warner—That is satisfactory.
Now cannot the ccuneil Jprovide us with
a few fire hydrants? They can be rent-
ed from the Esquimalt company at $4 a
month. If only five hydrants could be
obtained it would be something.

Ald. Baker explained that the council
had but $6000 to spend in each ward on
roads, streets and bridges. When that
amount was spread over e whole of
North Ward very little could be done in
any particular locality. 'The present
electrie light plant would not supply any
more lights, and as the ratepayers had
refused to sanction a loan the system
could not be increased. If the residents
of Vietoria West had turned out as they
should have done, they could have car-
ried the by-law. ‘He would endeavor to
have a by-law placed before th rate-

l*myrrs to provide better fire protection.

* Ald. Munn—Victorin West is entitled
to ftive or six hydrants, but it is
difficult to obteoin them, as they would
lhave to be rented from a private com-
pany. When the Esquimalt company’s
act was before the legislature the city
asked that the rate should be $1 a
month for ench hydrant, but the legis-
lature decided on $4 a month, The dis-
trict was also entitled to a few fire
alarm bhoxes. Other portions of the city
were in the same ‘position, The'fire com-
mittee had recommended that fire halls

be erected in ‘Victoria Webt, James Bay |

and the eastern portion of the-city: ‘This

would entail'an extra charge of §

a veqdr, . e A s o
Ald. Miller—No ong has proved what

was contained in the first resolution

#1-

Hide and Leather Club, at‘a meeting to-
day. passed a resolution demanding the

“That the aldermen for North Ward had
neglected Victoria West.”” He had done
all he could and would continue to do all
he could for the whole ward and the
whole city. Several residents of Wic-
toria West had come to the council,
some saying they wanted certain things
and others saying they do not. * “You
agree among yourselves what you want,
and then come to the council” He ex-
plained his by-law, which proposes to di-
vide the city intd five equal wards.
Ald. Bragg said that the council would
like to do many things for Vietoria
West, but were checked by the question
of finance.
~ Mayor Beaven did not quite agree witn
e idea of dividing the city into wards.

The most advanced thinkers on munici-

pal law had come to the conclusion that
the system of dividing cities’ into warus
was wrong.

Ald. Belyea contended that the true
principle was to have no wards.

Mr. Fairall commenced to explain how
cities were conducted in England and
was drifting into a home rule speech
when the meeting’ adjourned.

The committee thanked the council for
the conference. .

MINERAL RICHES.

Important Discoveries Lately Made—A
Ledge of Bismuth.

(Kootenay Star.)
A seven foot ledge has been opened up
on the Black Fox claim, Slocan.

Many rich strikes are being made in
the St. Mary’s river country, east of
Kootenay lake.

It is rumored at New Denver that one
of the Nelson papers will remove to that
town, which is just now the liveliest
place in West Kootenay.

A prospector named Ryan has found a
small vein of solid galena near the north
fork of Carpenter creek which assays
165 ounces to the ton. It is fifteen inch-
es wide. z

The interest of the Smelter Co. in the
Revelstoke towdsite to the extent of
$6,248 will be sold at auction by the
sheriff at Donald court house next Sat-
urday at the suit of John Campbell.

Work gommenced on Monday at the
end of the track through the yard of the
Revelstoke Lumber Co., and about 300
yards from the mill, the width cleared
for the new line being about 100 feet.

Some rich gold-bearing galena has
been found up Lardeau creek, but what
it assays is not yet known. 1t is said
that several hundred dollars’ worth of
nuggets and coarse .gold have been ob-
tained during the past few weeks from
small placers on Lardeau creek close to
Trout Lake City.

That Big Bend will be famous as a
mining country is becoming clearer every
day. Galena ledges are to be found
there similar to those of the Lardeau
and Slocan. Placer gold amounting to
several million dollars worth has been
taken out and gold in the quartz has
been located at various points. Now
‘comes the discovery of a valuable ledge
of bismuth and antimony ore, containing
a good deal of gold. Bismuth is worth
about $3 per pound. The sample was
brought down by W. K. Losee, who
with his partner, J. M. Douglas (both
of Victoria) has been in the Bend for
the past six weeks. Mr. Losee went up
again this morning. During the week

seven prospectors have left here for Big .

Bénd, John ~McKenzié, Joséph' ¥Fivro,
Aug. Bishop, John Williamson, Alex.
Morrison, J. W. McCreary and O. B.
Williams. On Tuesday George Laforme’s
pack train started out on its second’ trip
this season. John Sweeny, one of the
partners in the Consolation mine, accom-
panied the outfit.

AMERICAN STOCKS.

Considerable Excitement Prevails in the
Various Exchanges.

New York, July 12.—As was expect-
ed, after the sensational rumors in cir-
eulation’ yesterday, trading on the re-
sumption of business at the stock ex-
change this morning was attended with
considerable activity and excitement.
There was a perfect rush to sell, the re-
sult of the continued circulation of re-
ports affecting the standing of certain
capitalists prominent in the railway
world. Names were bandied about
freely, but no one in a position to know
the eperations of the parties in question
could confirm the various rumors afioat.
It cannot be denied -that- there have
been heavy liquidations, and that, teo,
in the best class' of stocks, but, at the
same time, a considerablesportion of the
buSines8 con&isted of selling Tor the Short
end. The failing at London and the or-
ders to sell counteracted the feeling - of
depression.  Prices declined 1 'to 114,
and were the lowest touched for a very
long time. 'When the “shorts” started
in to cover a sharp rally ensued, but the
advance seemed to make the “bears”
more aggressive, and around 2 -o’clock
the market suffered another bad break.
Towards the close, despite repeated at-
tempts to demoralize the list, a firmer
feeling took possession of the list, and
in a majority of instances stocks sold
higher than last night. Closing bids:
Central Pacific, 17; Denver & Rio
Grapde, 8; Wells Fargo, 130; Great Nor-
thern preferred, 105; Missouri Pacific,
25 7-8; North American, 7 3-8; Northern
Padific, 11 3-5; Northern Pacific preferr-
ed, 293-8; North West, 99 1-8; Oregon
Nayigation, 54; Oregon Improvement,
10; Pacific Mail, 5 1-2; Texas Pacific,
6 1-4; Union Pacific, 201-8; Western
Union Telegraph, 78; Northern Pacific
first mortgage bonds, 113; Oregon Im-
provement consolidated 5’s,.48; bar sil-
ver, 71 5-8.

Summer Death-Rate.

The preatest evidence of the dangers
of Cholera Morbus, ‘Diarrhea and Dys-
entery, is the .increase in the death-rate
of all the leading cities during the sum-
mer months. Men and women can not
be too careful of their habits of life dur-
ing the heated term, and particular at-
tention should be paid to the diet of
children. A supply of Perry Davis’ Pain
Killer should always be at hand, for it
is the only medicine that can be relied
on at all times as safe, sure and speedy.
A teaspoonful will cure any ordinary
case; but in severe attacks it is occa-
sionally necessary to bathe the gufferer’s.
stamach with the Pain Killér:<All reput-
able druggists have:it for-sale. 25&. per
Jarge Qottle. ML 0w v

“New York, July 12.—The New Yorl

repeal of the Sherman law.”

—~
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TEXADA'S NATURAL WEALTH

Gold, Silver, Copper, Iron, Marble in
- Abundance

AND ALL LYING SIDE BY SIDE

Water Falls for Poweyr, Coke for Smelt-
ing and Deep Sea Harbors for Shipp-
ing Within a Few Miles of This
Remarkable Region.

(From our own Correspondent.)

Texada Island, in the Gulf of Georgia,
B: C., lies in longitude 125 degrees 30
minutes west and about 49 degrees 40
minutes north latitude. Its length is
upwards of 30 miles, at its widest point
it is_ about nine miles, and contains ap-
proximately 150 square miles, The high-
est mountains are at the southern ex-
tremity and havé an altitude of -about
3,000 feet, while the mountains of the
northern end are about 1,500 feet high.
There is considerable good, cultivatable
land thereon, and the island is adapted
for sheep grazing and cattle raising, the
runs, being generally of an open nature,
while the hillside$ are covered with rich,
succulent grasses. Cattle have been on
the island for several years without any
attention or feed, and were found to be
in prime condition for the market. Tex-
ada is situated about 22 miles northwest
of the coal centre, Nanaimo.

The island has been a producer (dur-
ing past years) of iron ores, which were
shipped to Ironddle, Washington. T'hese
iron ores are magnetites, a mnearly pure
ore, of remarkably fine grain in some
out crops, and again in others highly
granulated. -There is estimated to be
millions of tons of ore in sight.  Vast
buttresses on the hillsides can be seen
of rich magnetic ore, which by analysts
of the Dominion Geological Survey at
Ottawa contains 69 parts of pure iron
out of a possible 72. The ore can be
blasted in a similar way to the blasting
of building stone from the mountain
side. The iron deposits of the island are
acknowledged by the Mining News of
Seattle to be the finest on the Pacific
coast. . This paper is published in Wash-
ington, where thousands of tons of the
ore have been smelted and sold to the
coast foundries. The product has al-
ways maintained the highest market
price on the Pacific coast. I may say
that the raw ores have been thrown into
the..furngces of some of our provincial
foundries with serap cuttings and pig
iron (imported) to remarkably good ad-
vantage, so the owners claim, as they
have found it highly beneficial to .the
castings, making them far more tena-
cious, and ductile than castingsfrom im-
ported pig iron alone. It is probable that
a smelter of a size to supply the pro-
vincial market would have constant em-
ployment and would be a profitable in-
vestment. The output could be enlarged
as the demand fequired.

In 1889 the discovery of gold quartz
on the surface caused a considerable
rush from Nanaimo, Comox and Van-
couver, and the staking off of a large
number of mineral claims, but most of
those who went to the island were coal
miners from Nanaimo and farmers from
Comox, who as a rule knew far more
about digging coal and plowing than
Lithey kneye-abeut quartz mining: They
all were on the tiptoe of expectaton and
looked forward to making a pile by a
few weeks’ work at most, but 188)
waned and so did the fortune hunters,
who in no place- did more than sink
small prospect holes of a few feet in
depth. Some assays gave remarkably
good showings—from $6 to $3,000 - per
ton of 2,000 pounds; but the ores, mostly
sulphurets, required special treatment,
such as was unknown to coal miners.
The result was they left about as rapid-
ly as they came, and only about four or
five of the original free miners held on,
and have since spent money in. pushing
prospects forward. 'Some of the farmers
have done a little work yearly and oth-
ers have taken up new locations, but
little or no work has been done.

There are few places where natural
facilities have vied with each other in
surrounding a mineral belt as they have
on Texada. Adjacent to the iron depos
its are large deposits of limestone, and
in close proximity are found veins of
sulphuret ores, containing considerable
gold, and broad, well defined veins of
copper ores. Lately these veins have
been - persistently ‘prospected, and now
four to six veins, of rich chalco-pyrites
kave ‘been partially opened-by their own-
ers. - Samples of’ the ore have been-sent
to the provincial .assay office-at Victoria
and elsewhere,-and the following returns
have been received: One sample, six
feet from surface, 22 per cent. copper,
with traces of silver and gold. Another
gave 15.60 per cent. copper and 15 oz.
of silver; depth nine feet. Another gave
37 per cent. of copper and 4 oz. of sil-
ver per ton of 2,000 pounds. Three or
four shafts are being sunk to more fully
test .the veins, which so far show in
shafts, open cuts and tunnels. The veins
are 3 feet 8 inches to 14 feet in thick-
ness. A plan has been made of those
fissure veins, proving by some thousands
of feet of surveying by a provincial land
-gurveyor that the lodes continu for some
3,000 feet to as much as 15,000 feet in
length. The veins are at intervals in-
tersected by cross lodes. . From the
prospects already made some pretty fine
samples of galena and free gold have
been extracted, and all are improving®
with depth. .

The winters are generally very mild
and pleasant. There are some very
easily controlled water powers near sev-
eral of the lodes, which will figure eco-
nomically in the working of those mines,
enabling mine-owners to furnish electric
power at the lowest possible cost, by
means of Pelton wheels or: similar ap-
paratus, for all mining purposes, such as
drilling, stamping, crushing and the vari-
‘ous dianipulations of the crude ore. The
close proximity of the mines to #he sea-
board enters largely into consideration, as
thereby the expense of long and eosily
carriage of ore will beeayoided. Smelters
can be efécted near the coast line and
electric tramwWays can convey the ores to
the smelting works at a nominal _cost,
as the tramway can be supplied by water-
power moters.  Coke for the smelters
can be procuréed just across the gulf, and
thus fuel-of the best kind ean he had
at the ovens, and only the extra expense
of 12 to 15 miles freighting need be iu-
curred. By : -
:There is close by another faetor: which
shoulds-not ‘be omitted in this skcteh—
marble deposits.: ‘There have been dis-
covered already from 12 to'16 yasieties
of those valuable stones, and all in such

close proximity that but one wharf for

€

shipping would be needed. Samples of
sevex:al.varieties are on exhibiticn in the |
provincial museum at Victoria, and it
need only be added that they recuived
h_onorable mention at the Toronto exhibi-
tion, 1891.  Unlike most marble depos-
its on the continent, these ere not found
in veins or lodes, but in immense scams
or layers. These seams are hizghly varje-
ga_ted In many places and immensely
thick. Being part of the early furma-:
tions they are entirely, devoid of iussils
so far -as is yer known.” 'The texture is
rgmarkably fine-and the stone is suscep-
tible of the highest polish, which is read-
gly ob_tained by comparatively light man-
1p1_11at10n. All of these marbles ure ob-
ta}ned within an area of one and a half
miles square. The fine texture, the free-
dom from grit or flints is more remaik-
able when the vast extent of the depos-
its-are considered. The writer has spent
hours walking over those immense lay-
ers of muralized stones, and in every
walk has discovered somie new shade of
coloring or variety. There appears to be
a sufficiency to rebuild the cities of the
west in solid marble. 'The blue gray
marble should take priority as a building
stone over the sandstones on the coast,
and it will ere long become a most suc-
cessful competitor with the sandstones of
British Columbia, first, on account of its
economic value, and second, by its fa-
vorable position for cheap productiom:
The finer qualities are remarkably well
adapted for all kinds of ornamental dec-
orations, either indoors or outdoors, or
for mural work of all varieties, whether
ornamental decorations to please the ar-
tistic eye of millionaires or as expres-
sions of love and esteem for those who
have gone to the great beyond.

No locality has better facilities natur-
ally -for the economic working of its na-
tural products than Texada. As has
been mentioned before the water power
can supply all the electric power to man-
ipulate the stones and to crush the ores,
and by the utilization of the trolley and
storage battery system all transporta-
tion would be at a minimum of expense.
The ores from the different shafts could
thus be conveyed to smelters and refiner-
ies on the water front and the product
would there be loaded into vessels of the
deepest draught for shipment to ‘the
world’s marts.’

The following list of the ores worked
by some of the leading copper produecing -
mines, will show that the above is no
“chimera of the imagination,” but plain
facts. 1st. The Rio Tinto mines of
Spain average percentage of ore does not
exceed ‘3 per cent. of copper from the
ore. 2nd. The Calumet and Hecla
mines give a percentage of a little un-

der 2 1-2 per cent. of copper from the ore.. ;

3rd. The New Quadrabra mines, Spain,
less than 3 per cent. of copper from the
ore. 4th. The Anaconda mines does mnot
reach more.than 5 to 6 per cent. of cop-
per. And the cost of transit against
those mines to the coast is a source of
considerable expense.

The coast of British Columbia and Van-
couver Island has opened the eyes of
some of. the most pessimistic since 1823
dawned, as was predicted some time ago
by your humble servant,

KUMTUX.

INGALLS CRITICISM.

An Interviewer Cross Examines White.
law Reid About It.

Chicago, July 12.—Whitelaw Reid, ex-
ministe';\ to Fr&u‘ce, who with his family
hds bedn Neeing the fair for some days
past, was eaught by a reporter just as
he was*® starting back for New York.
Reid expressed great delight with the
fair, saying it surpassed any World’s
Fair previously held in many particulars.
Its buildings were superior and the ef-
fects far surpass all previous efforts—
in faect," it was perfect in all respécts.
Reid was asked if he had read ex-Senator
Ingalls’ ,criticism . of his ¢andidacy for
the vice-presidency.

“No, said Reid, with a laugh, “but you
know I did not favor the nemination
myself, .80 probably the ex-senator and
I would: not differ materially.”

The reporter showed Reid the passage
where Ingalls sneered at-him as ‘*‘uxori-
ous and aristocratic,” objected to his
dress, manners and ways, and spoke of
his supercilious insults to laboring men.
Reid said with more seriousness: ‘‘I'hat
is absurd. I have been a laboring man
myself, far more than Ingalls ever was,
and he would possibly be puzzled to spe-
cify any insult, supercilious or other-
wise, I ever offered te labor or to any
honest labering man. All this talk
about hestility to the national. ticket last
yeidr ‘on account of a 15-year-old strike
which was settled to the ‘satisfaction of
of lapor unions is sheer claptrap. Any-

hway; there nevéer Were thoudhnds affect™

ed by it in New York, even where it
was an ppen question. To say that af:
ter it was settled to their entire satisfac-
tion, the labor unions still carried it into
politics, is to accuse them not merely of
bad faith, but a systematic violation of
their own cardinal principles, thus offer-
ing them the grossest insults. Of course
our opponents made a great hubbub
about it, but most of those whom they
aimed to influence were - already on
their side. I doubt if Powderly or any
other responsible leader will say that the
question ‘ turned a thousand. labor votes
in the United States last fall. Certainly
it did not turn one where a single rifle
shot at Carnegie works turned thou-
sands.”

“What about
cratic? ”

“Oh, pshaw, who ever heard before of
a rational man attacking a candidate be-
cause he is fond of his wife? The rest
of Ingall’s complaint seems to be that
in other .particulars, also; I act like a
gentleman. Well, out in Kansas . they
surely don’t bring that accusation
against him, and ‘I know that when he
was a candidate, although he abandon-
ed his supposed principles and crawledl
in the dirt before them, Mrs. Lease and
Mr. Peffer thrust him into the gutter.
He  has been lying there ‘ever since,
spouting mud and bad language.”

“What can be the motive for the at-
tack?” 2

“How do I know, and what is the
use of guessing? He seems to lack em-
ployment since he was thrown out of
officeholding, and I suppose a man must
make a living by lecturing or, writing
for syndicates. We have dozens of
such statesmen out of a job .and ap-
plying to us for work after every elec-
tion;- and. I fancy your paper- has the
same experience.” ;

‘axorious and aristo-

Yie < LAY
=

< I %2 Pk P 2
San’ Francisco, July 12—t is reported
that most of the busipess portion.ef the
town- of :Maxwell, %o]us&-" county, was
destroyed by fire this morning, communi-.]
‘cation by telegraph and telephone aré
dat present cut off.

. Pacific Railway $o

ONE HONDRED YEARS ACO
The Arrival of Alexander Mackenzi;, on
the Pacific Ocean.

A CENTENARY TO BE CELEBRATED

The Great Explorer’s Trip—The First
White Man Who Traversed the North-
ern Portion of North America—Fate
of Alexander Mackay, at Clayoquot
V. I.

The Times of 14th April last contains
a very interesting account by Captain
Walbran, of the steamer Quadra, of an
expedition north to Kitkatlah, Bella
Bella and Kimsquit to investigate cer-
tain reports.concerning an Indian mas-
sacre. Those reports were shown to be
erroneous. The conclusion arrivea wu.
was that the loss of the canoe and its
Kimsquit occupants, was  caused
“t}u‘ough the perils of the sea combined
with bad management” and excess of
bad liquor. The party lost was known
to have left Rivers Inlet with a large'
quantity of,‘“fire water” aboard.

Captain Walbran mentions in his re-
por.'t that to reach the village of Kims-
quit ‘boats had to be taken by the party
fm‘- about a mile, and that it was down
this river that Alexander Mackenzie
and his party travelled the last stage of
their overland journey from the Canada
of those days, and at 8 o’clock on the
morning of the 20th of July, 1793, founa
themselves afloat on the waters of the
Pacifie.”

As we are within a few days of the
centenary of the arrival of the great ex-
_p!orer, would it net be a fitting tribute
to Mackenzie’s memory, and that of his
as.soeiute', Alexander Mackay, that the
Pioneer Society, the St. Andrew’s So-
ciety, the Sir William Wallace Soclety,
and others who might take an interest
in the matter, should meet on Thursday,
the 20th of July, 1893, and celebrate in
such way as might be decided on the
centenary of this event, which forms a
landmark in the early history of our
country?

The following extract from a Scottish
newspaper may be read with some inter-
est in conneetion with the above. Yours,

ALEXANDER BEGG (Crofter)

MACKENZIE AND MACKAY.

The first White Men Who Crossed the
Cox}tinont of America to the Pacific,
North of the Rocky Mountains.

There are no other Highland clansmen
whose names are more worthy of honor-
a‘ble and memorable mention, in connec-
tion with the explorations and discoys
eries of the far “Nor’ West,”’ than those
of Alexander Mackenzie and Alexander
Mackay. The very interesting paper
which was read before the Clan Mackay
Society, a copy of which appeared in a
recent number of the John O’Groat
Journal, I perused with pleasure, with
the exception, of the deep feeling of re-
gret at the tragic death of Mr. Mackay.
“Ben Reay’s” brave clansman acted a
leading and important part along with
Mackenzie in the perilous and exceeding-
ly difficult journey across the continent
te the Pacific coast, in 1793, and is en-
titled to- a share of the glory. As stated
in the paper ‘alluded to, there is not any
doubt but he was “a brave and ahle
man.” * TRat"hé "alfo  was an expert
hunter, and’ a good manager, and was
Mackenzie’s right-hand man, is evident,
as to him was assigned the special care
of the hunters which accompanied the
party, and on whom they depended for
fresh supplies of food as they proceeded
through an unknown country and
amongst uncivilized, and in many in-
stances ferocious savages.

A few .inaccuracies which have crept
into “Ben Reay’s” paper induces me
now to refer to the subject, by way of
correction. The paper states that Alex-
ander Mackay accompanied Mackenzia
on his two expeditions. From the nar:
rative or - history of the expedition. in
1789 to the Arctic Ocean, and in 1793
te the Pacific coast, written by Alexan-
der Mackenzie, and published in 1801, it
does not appear that Mackay formed one
of the parfy. The names of the party
who went north are given, but Mackay’s
name is not mentioned. In the latter
trip Makay is first on the list. The party
censisted of ten persons, namely, Alex-
ander Mackay, six IFrench-Canadians
(whose names are given), two Indians,
who combined the duties of interpreters
and hunters, and Alexander Mackenzie
(then ‘‘plain Mackenzie,” but afterwards
Sir ‘Alexander). It is added in a foot
note that two of the French-Canadians
‘had formed part of the former expedi-
tion to the north. The party had only
one ecanoe, which was twenty-five feet
long within, twenty-six inches hold, and
four feet nine inches beam. “Two men
could easily carry her.”” The narrative
savs:—*“In this slender vessel we ship*
ped provisions, goods for presents, arms,
ammunition, and baggage to the weight
of three thousand pounds, and an equip-
age of ten people.”

Referring to the statement in the paper
which says, Mr.  Mackay told Mr. Mac-
kenzie “that he had discovered several
fissures in the ground from which heat
and smoke issued, with a strong smell
of sulphur,” Mackenzie's reference to the
circumstance is as follows:—“21st May,
1793, 56 degrces 8 minutes, north lati-
tude. Mr, Mackay informed me that in
passing over the mountains he observed
several chasms in the earth that emitted
heat and smoke, which diffused a strong
sulphurous stench. I should certainly
have visited this phenomenon if I had
been sufficiently qualified as a naturalist
to have offered scientific conjectures or
observations thereon.” The paper read
before the society goes on to say—‘“There
was not time then to make a further
examination—indeed Sir Alexander did:
not consider the discovery of any econ-
sequence—and for ~a long period the
existence of the sulphur springs was al-
most forgotten; but the Canadiun Pucific
Railway passing near the spot, a Lealth
resort, to which the name of Bauff has
been given was established a few years
ago, and neyw, season after season, great
numbers of people, suffering from pul-
monary and rheumatic complaints, go
there for the benefit supposed to be de-
rived from the sulphur baths. = So our
clansman’s discovery is worth mention-
ing”” T am loath to spoil a good story,
but whilst it is true that the Canadian
san have estabiieh-
#d a_magnificent hgtel- at the now cele-
brited Banff springs where thers.is"aiso’;
a sanitarium, public baths, and“a,public:
park of great extent sad romantic beanty,

| under the superinténdence of the Dom’n-
ion Government, the fact of the matter is-

the Banff springs’ are éast of the summit

of the Rocky Mountains, in north lati-

}knowledged havinglost

tude about 51 degress 156 minutes, and
west latitude 115 degrees 30 minutes.
Mr. Mackenzie and. his on the 21st
May, 1793, were in 56 degrees north lati-
tude and about 123 degrees west longi-
tude. This would give an approximate
distance of from 400 tos 500 miles be-
tween the Banff springs and this ‘“‘phe-
nomenon,” near the banks of Peace
River. :
Another geographical inaccuracy oc-
curs where it is stated that “the explor-
mg party arrived at Vancouver on the
?3rd July, 1793.7 ' The date of arrival
is correct according to Mr. Mackenzie’s
narrative. The party, however, did not
reach Vancouver, but King’s Island, so
named by Captain Vancouver. This Is-
land is nearly opposite the southern por-
tion of Queen Charlotte Islands, and
about 150 miles distant east of them, and
nearly the same distance from the near-
est point of Vancouver Island. Mr. Mac-
kenzie and party reached King Island by
an inlet extending about 20 miles from
the beach where they found tide water.
They slepf that night on a rock for%safe-
ty, as they feared the natives might at-
tack them. On that roek Mr. Macken- '
zie inscribed the date of their arrival,”
painted in oil mixed with red clay. He
commenced his return westward next
day. Mr. Mackenzie formed an errone-
ous impression as to the head waters and
the course of the Columbia River. Im
his chart of the track by which he travel-
ed to the Pacific, the Columbia River is
outlined as being connected with and form
ing the outlet of some of the rivers he
navigated on his way westward and
southerly, after he left the Peace River
and the watershed of the Rockies. It
is now, however, well known that the
source of the Columbia river is a series
of small lakes in the Kootenay district,
near the Rocky Mountains, commencing
near the 50th parallel of north latitude
and between the 115th and 116th degrees
of west longitude. = Fed by those lakes
it runs northwesterly to what is called
“the big bend” of the river, in latitude
52; and then turning westerly, it sweeps
south, forming an extensive peninsula,
and crosses the International boundary
between the United States and the Do-
minion of Canada, latitude 49 and longi-
tude 117 degrees 40 seconds. It was
therefore impossible that Mr. Mackenzie
could.have touched the waters of Colum-
bia River on his westward trip to the
Pacific. The error in Mr. Mackenzie's
case is not at all to be wondered at; yet,
singular to say, that great modern work,
“The Encyclopaedia Britannica,” unlike
the minor cyclopaedias, is not the produet
of irresponsible hackwork, but it is the
a¢cumulateg work of the most famous
guthors - and men ‘of science throughout
the: world.” © 'With: an apglogy to ‘“Ben
Beay” for-the foregoing references, 1 re-
prain, etc., : A. BEGG.
Royal Colonial Institute, London. G

THE SAD FATE OF MACKAY.

From a record to which I had access
when in London recently I found that
Alexander Mackay shipped from New
York in the Tonquin, Captain Jonathan
Thorn, for Asteria; on the 11th Sept.,
1810, and arrived ‘at Astoria in March,
1811, having remained a short time at
the Sandwich Islands. The ‘cargo com-
sisted of merchandise and provisions. for
the Northwest Fur Co. at Astoria. Af-
ter landing the Astoria portion of the
cargo they depdrted on a trading voyage
along the coast,; with a company of Z3
men, including officers. /dhey sailed un-
til they reached Vancouyer Island  and
Clayoquot Sound, which was then, the
report says, inhabited by a powerful na-
tion, Wak-en-nishes. 'These people came
aboard to barter furs for merchandise,
and conducted themselves in the most
friendly manner during the first day.
The same eyening information was
brought on board by an Indian whom
the officers had 'as an interpreter that
the tribe was ill-disposed and intended
attacking the ship:'the next day. Cap-
tain Thorne, whose conduct during the
voyage, and especially during the stay
at the Sandwich Islands, showed him to
be tyrannical and obstinate, affected to
disbelieve the news. Next morning the
savages came around the vessel in great
numbers. Mackay advised caution, and
"ordered seven men aloft to unfurl the
sails. In the meantime the captain per-
mitted about fifty Indians to come omx
board. They immediately began to ex-
change otter skins for blankets and
knives. The blankets they threw into
their canoes, but secreted’ the knives.
Every one, when armed, moved from
the quarter deck to. different parts of
the vessel, so'that by the time they were
ready in such a manner were they dis-
tributed that at least ‘three savages were
opposite ‘every ‘man‘on the ship. At =
given signal they rushed. on their prey,
and potwithstanding the brave resistanece
of every IndiviQual ‘of tite wlé’ces they
were all butchered in a few minutes.
The men aloft in attempting to descend
lost two of their number, besides omne
mortally wounded, who notwithstanding
his weakened econdition miade good his
retreat with the four others to the cabin.’
The interpreter escaped and was secret-
ed by the Indian women. Those in the
cabin found loaded arms and began fir-
ing on their savage assailants through
the skylights and the companion way,
which had the effect of clearing the ship
in a short time, and long before night
the five men had full possession. Wheth-
er from lack of ability to navigate the
vessel back to the Columbia river or
fear, on the following morning early the
four men who were unhurt left in the
long boat. They wished the wounded
man to accompany them, but he refused,
saying, “He must die before long, and
was as well in the vessel as elsewhere.”
Soon after sunrise the Tonquin was sur-
rounded. by a great number of Indians
in canoes. They came for the purpose
of unleading her, but from the warme
parting they got on the previous day did
not seem- forward in boarding. 'The
wounded man, however, showed himself
at the railing; made signs that he was
alone and wanted their assistance, om
which some’ ventured on board and found
what he had said was true. They spoke
to their people, who then came aboard
quickly, so that in a@ very short time the
 deck was considerably thronged,  and
they proceeded to undo the hatches with-
out any further ceremony. No sooner
were they, completely engaged in this
than the only survivor of the crew de-
scended to the cabin, and having every-
thing in readiness set fire to the mags-
zine, containing nearly nine thousand
pounds of gunpowder, which in an im-
stant blew the vessel and every one @
board to atoms. The Indian. pation ae-
ed iy “one, hum-
drefl_warriors, besides7a’ Vast ‘Alimbnp
wounded, by the explosion, which,inclad-
“ed. those in eanges around the’ ship, ‘Fhe
four men who #set off . th‘evlong ‘boat
‘were two or three days afterwards
driven ashore in a gale and niassacred
by the datives. :
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