66 DECLARATION OF FAITH.

for the renewal of our strength, for communion one with

another, for the edification of believers in the exercise of vari-

ous spiritual gifts, and for the declaration of - the glad tidings

of salvation to the unconverted who may gather with us. This

worship depends not upon numbers. Where two or three are

gathered together in the name of Christ there is a church, and

Christ, the living Head, in the midst of them. Through His
mediation, without the necessity for any inferior instrumen-
tality, is the Father to be approached and reverently wor-
shipped. The Lord Jesus has forever fulfilled and ended the
typical and sacrificial worship under the law, by the offering
up of Himself upon the cross for us, once for all. He has
opened the door of access into the inner sanctuary, and graci-
ously provided spiritual offerings for the service of His temple,
suited to the several conditions of all who worship in spirit
and in truth. The broken and the contrite heart, the confes-
sion of the soul prostrate before God, the prayer of the
afflicted when he is overwhelmed, the earnest wrestling of the
spirit, the outpouring of humble thanksgiving, the spiritual
song and melody of the heart,' the simple exercise of faith,
the self denying service of love, these are among the sacrifices
which He, our merciful and faithful High Priest, is pleased
to prepare, by His Spirit, in the hearts of them that receive
Him, and to present with acceptance unto God.

By the immediate operations of the Holy Spirit, He, as
the Head of the Church, alone selects and qualifies those who
are to present His messages, or engage in other service for
Him ; and, hence, we cannot commit any formal arrangement
to any one in our regular meetings for worship. We are well
aware that the Lord has provided a diversity of gifts’ for the
needs, both of the Church and of the world, and we desire
that the Church may feel her responsibility, under the govern-
ment of her Great Head, in doing her part to foster these
gifts, and in making arrangements for their proper exercise.

Tt is not for individual exaltation, but for mutual profit,
that the gifts are bestowed ;° and every living church, abiding
under the government of Christ, is humbly and thankfully to

1. Eph. v. 19. 2, I Cor, xii, 4-6. 3. I Cor, xii. 7.
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