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DISASTER THREATENS
FLEEING GERMANS

Allied Armies in Rapid Advance and Enemy
May Not be Able to Withdraw His Routed
Armies Through the Gap in Belgium—

= British Less Than Fifty Miles From Na-
‘mur—Hun Position Desperate -

Paris, Nov. 6—Enemy forces are in full retreat on the
front of seventy-five miles, from Valenciennes to the Meuse.
'They are being pressed hotly by the Allies.

British troops have crossed the Belgian frontier east of
Valencjennes and have stormed Mormal Forest, which covers
Maubeuge. Farther south the French are within eight miles
of the great Mons-Vervins-Lacapelle road, the main artery
of the céntral part of the German front in France. They>are
séparated from it only by the Nouvion Forest. .

General Guillaumat and General Gouraud are advancing
on the southern side of the salient, and the American army
threatens the retreat of the German forces, for it is only nine
miles from Sedan. The' Americans have carried their lines
past Dun-Sur-Meuse. As the result of the latest battle, in
which the Allies have soundly beaten 140 German divisions,
hundreds of villages have been freed, and thousands of prison-
ers have been captured, The enemy’s position which was bad
before, may now be said to be desperate.

NINE ARMIES IN DESPERATE POSITION
The problem confronting the German general staff may

e2ummed up briefly, as follows: ‘

The enemy has nine armies strung oyt in. h'ser}ﬁ-circle!
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Both Sidesu Today Claimed
Small Majority

RETURKS NGT COMPLETE

Walsh Wins in Massachusetts— |
Some Well Known Figures,
Will be Missing From the Next!
Congress— Teday s Reports l

New York, Nov. 6—The next house
of representatives will be Republican @1
the face of the latest returns. The po-
litical complexion of the senate is still
in doubt. To the house 219 Republicans
apparently had been elected and 188
Democrats, together with one Socialist
and one Independent. Definite returns
from thirty-one districts were missing

or_in doubt. L AT R IRDT G
tional¢Committee héadquarters’ early to--

line from Ghent to Mouseon, on the Meuse, a distance of 160 day claimed thie senate would be Demo-

. nies. ﬁg that immense fighting force must flow back to Ger-| e Mbiws

e Many through Begium, the gap between Liege and Mouseon
measuring only seventy miles. The southern half and centre
of this gap is the most difficult country. It is Yvooded, .hﬂl_y
and poorly supplied with roads. If the Namur-Liege region is
occupied by the Allies before the Germans south of the Sam-
bre are able to get away and cross the Meuse, they will be

actically surrounded and overwhelmed in disaster. :
It should be remarked that Ghent and Lequesnoy are nearer
Namur and Liege than Marle and Chateau Porcien. The
‘British armies are less than fifty miles from Namur. The Ger-
mans on the Serre are seventy, and those on the Aisne are
seventy-five. The country north of the Sambre is ideal for
manoeuvring.
STILL WANT TO FIGHT
Basel, Nov. 5—(By the Assoclated Press)—The Berlin govetnment has is-
smed a manifesto signed by Prince Maym Maximilian, the imperial chancellors
Feiedrich Von Payer, the vice-chancellor, and the secretaries of state appealing
to the pople to bear their hardships and assuring them that resolute work is
being done for the transformation of Germany into a popular state, which will
be behind no state in the world in liberty and social progress.
“The government and chiefs of the army and navy desire an early peace,”
continues the manifesto. “Until that is attained we must protect our frontiers
#®om invasion. :
entirg @, imperial chanceflor and his colleagues require for continuance in office
of @ . tience of the Reichstag and of the nation. The fundamental rights have
been transferred from the person of the Kaiser to the representatives of-the
pation. Declaration of war and conclusion of peace require the sanction of the
Reichstag.” I
BUT HERE'S ANOTHER STORY
Zurich, Nov. 6—Emperor William’s abdication has become imminent, ac-
cording to information received from Berlin by the Munich Post, The news-
paper says that serious differences have arisen between the Munich and Berlin
governments, and adds:
“@The Hohenzollerns and the military party would be making a mistake to
play with fire, for the people are by no means inclined to remain passive.”

American Success

With the American Army in the

Meuse Sector, Nov. 5—(By the Associ-
ated Press)—11 p.m. — The American
forces have captured Liny-Devant-Dun
apd Milly-Devant-Dun, east of the
Meuse river. They are also occupying
the hills on the east bank of the river,
despite a stiff machine gun resistance by
' the Germans.

West of the Meuse the Americans
have occupied Letanne, Stonne, Labesace
and Yoneq, and are pushing their line
well beyond Raucourt Forest, north of
Stomne.

In Beaumont five hundred French
civilians were freed after four years’ Ger-
man occupation of the town.

Belgians Set Free
Amsterdam> Nov. 5§ — In accordance
\#ith its amnesty proclamation, the Ger-
| tnan government has released all Belgian
civilian prisoners held in Germany, ac-
cording to a telegram received here from

gian prisoners have been held are said
to have been abolished.
Latest From Austria

Rome, Nov. 5—The conditions of the
armistice between the Entente nations
and Austria are being carried out with-
out delay. Italian forces have begun to
occupy the teritory which will be held as
a guarantee that the clauses of the agree-
ment will be observed.

Basel, Nov. 6—Reports to the effect
that Emperor Charles intends to abdi-

cate are denied by an official despatchi

from Vienna. Another message from the
capital of the Dual Monarchy says that
the emperor and empress drove in the
public parks on Sunday and i
cordial salutations from the public.

o

Berlin. Special rules under which Bel-|

ROTIVG AT HEL

Amsterdam, Nov. 5—(By the Associ-
"ated Press)—Severe rioting occurred at
Kiel Sunday after a meeting of sailors
and laborers, which was addressed by an
independent Socialist speaker. i
Mutinous sailors disarmed a military
patrol and made their way to the mili-
tary prison with the intention of liber-
| ating men confined there for insubordin-
! ation. The military guards, who were
pelted with stones, fired upon the muti-
. neers, killing twenty-nine. The military
Icommander was shot dead.
—BUY-VICTORY-BONDS—

|CHLE TAKES POSS:SSION
OF INTERNED GE.M:N SHPS

Santiago, Chile, Nov. 5—The govern-
| ment today took possession of eighty-
' four German ships interned in Chilean
ports. T' his action was taken to prevent
the crews from sinking the vessels after
having destroyed vital parts of the ma-
chinery. The seizure of the vessels is
favorably commented upon by the press
B UY-VICTORY-BONDS— .
ST. JOHN MAN KILLED,

The official casualty list given out in
' Ottawa this morning contains the name
of A, J. Gould, of St. John, who has
been killed in action. W. H. McConnell,
of Sydney, and R. M. Giffin, of Halifax,
have also beem killed

for the Democrats in the-house. e
Washington, Nov. 6—Safe Kepublican
majorities in both the senate and house
were claimed by the National Republican
Congress committee in a statement is-
sued here at 1 o’clock this morning.

New York, Nov. 6-~The New York
Times and the New York World, Demo-
cratic newspapers, this morning both
concede that the Republican party will
control the next congress. The Times
concedes a majority of four in the senate
and nineteen in the house.

New York, Nov. 6—(Special wire to:
J. M. Robinson & Sons)—Incomplete re- |
turns indicate Republican 'majority of |
four in U. S. senate; house Republicans |
by 19: t

St. Louis, Nov. 6—With one-third of
the district vote tabulated speaker of
the house of representatives, Champ
Clark, Democrat, is ]eztding B. H. Dyer,
by approximately one thousand votes,
according to -unofficial returns up to-9
o'clock this morning. :

New York, Nov. 6—Early today more
than twenty-four hours after yesterday’s
balloting began, it was not apparent
whether the Democrats or Republicans
would control the next congress.

Party managers on both sides predict-

| ed they would have substantial working

majorities, but the returns showed be-
tween 50 to 75 congressional districts
still unreported and the line-up so close
that the scales might easily be turned
in favor of either party.

The governorship of New York, too,
was surrounded with the same uncer-
tainty. The contest between Governor
Whitman and his Democratic opponent, |
Alfred Smith, was so close that it ap-
peared the soldier vote would settle it.
The Missing. i

Some well known figures in pul;lic life
will be retired or a* least havé close
shaves by yesterday’s voting. Prominent
among them are Speaker Clark of the
house of representatives, who last night
was reported besten by 400 votes, but
today was running very close to his op-
ponent; Senator Weeks, the junior Re-
publican senatcg from Massachusetts,
defeated by former Governor Walsh,
Democrat; Senator Lewis of Hlinois, the
Democratic whip, defeated by Represen-
tative Medill McCormick of Chicago;
Senator Saulsbury of Delaware, presi-
dent pro tem of the senate, defeated by
former Senator Ball. Republican, and
Representative Sherley, Democrat of
Kentucky, chairman of the appropriation
committee.

With the results incomplete Henry
Ford was running behind Trueman H.
Newberry, former assistant secretary of
the navy, his Republican opponent for
the senate in Michigan.

Out of forty senators being elected
twenty-eight had been accounted for
early today. They were: Alabama,
Bankhead, Democrat; Arkansas, Robin-
son, Democrat; Delaware, Ball, Repub-
lican: Georgia. Harris. Demoerat; Idaho,
Borah., Republican; Illinois, McCormick, ;
Republican: Towa. Kenvon. Republican; |

(Continued on page 7, fourth column)

—BUY-VICTORY-BONDS—
THE RECALL.

Papers bearing the signature of 926
citizens asking for the recall of Commis-|
sioner Edwin J. Hilyard dand Commis-
sioner H. R. McLellan were filed with!
the common clerk at city hall at 2.20
this afternoon. The papers were filed
by Fred A. Campbell, vice-president of
the Trades and Labor Council of this
city and chairman of the recall com-
mittee. Mr. Campbell said that as soon
as the ban is lifted public meetings will
be held and candidates will be nomin-
ated. He said they hawve two promiment
citivens offering.

FOUR BREAKS IN
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RY T0 EXPLAN

Spends Morning on Stand at Potato Inquiry
In Effort to Reconcile His Previous Evid-
ence With That of Other Witnesses; Ad-
mits he Signed The Name **Wm. Tompson”

\,

On many occasions, during the course of his evidence regarding the “patri-
atic” potato transactions, Rev. J. B, Da ggett, former secretary for agriculture,
has sworn that he “had no recollection.” It now appears that much of what he
did tecall was incorrect. When the in quiry resumed this morning in the
municipal chamber of the court house, Mr, Daggett was confronted by the ewi-
dence of other witnesses and the greater part of his testimony was. devoted to
correcting, contradicting and explaining his previous testimony. He maintained
vehemently that he had been sincere in his previous answers but that his mem-
ory had played him false and that he could scarcely believe the evidence of his
own eyes when he was shown the documents bearing on his testimony. As one
w:fmmrmbm@tmtﬁzﬂmﬂdmimtoﬂthduﬁ
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Halifax Lifts the Ban, ©
Halifax, . Nov.. 6—The ecity churches,
schools and theatres re-opened today.
Nine cases of influenza were reported
to the health board this morning. There
were two deaths from the disease during
the past twenty-four hours, The Dart-
mouth health board has decided to al-
low the churches to re-open:‘on Sunday
and the schools and theatres later in the

i
!
}

in the epidemic.

HARRY SELLEN’S SON.

William Sellen, aged twenty-two years,
son of Harry Sellen of the 16th Field
Ambulance Corps and on duty at Whit-
ley Camp, England, is officially reported
missing. There has been no word of the
lad for 3 month. Private Sellen went
overseag with the 115th Battalion and
bhas seen a lot of arduous service. He
is unmarried and lived at his fathers
home, 141 Britain street, where the tele-
gram was sent this forenoon. Harry
Sellen, father of the missing soldier, was
of the White’s Express Company here

{ at one time and later with the D. A. R.

steamship service. He is'an ex-head of
the ’Prentice Boys of British North
America. :

AN AFFLICTED FAMILY. I

Evidencs

he case against McCormack & Zats-
man, whoiesale fish merchants, charged
by the fishery inspector, B. Brittain,
with buying and having ia their pos-
session fresh salmon after the close sea-
son, was yesterday dismissed in the po-
lice court at the request of the prosecu-
tion. Thomas Lagoff of Richibucto took!
the stand yesterday afternoon and said
that he had sent the salmon to McCor-
mack & Zatzman without notifying
them.' He was in the habit of sending
them fish on the commission basis. He!
said that he had been fined in the court
in Kent county for the offence. On the
strength of this testimony the lawyer|
for the prosecution asked that the case
be dismissed, . George H. V. Belyea ap-!
peared for the fishery department znd'
Jane; Stoddard for the defence. The
case has been runuing in the police court
for the last two months.

ALLIES REACH
QUTSKIRTS OF
CITY OF GRENT

London, Nov. 6—(British Wireless
Service)—The latest information regard-
ing the military situation at Ghent goes;
to show that the Allies have reached the
suburbs, but that the town itself is still
holding out. .

It is possible that, like Lens, Ghent
will hold out for some time, until a suc-
cessful encircling movement has been ac-
complished. .

French Cross Aisne,

Paris, Nov, 6—The French have cross-
ed the Aisne on both sides of Rethel,
capturing Barzy, west of Rethel. North
of the Argonne the French: also have
moved forward, reaching the outskirts
of Lametz and La Cassine.
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NEWS OF SOLDIERS.
Mrs. J. MacGuire, next of kin of No.

Mrs, Murphy, of Symthe street, whose ' 3,256,848, Pte. Thos. MacGuire, of the
daughter Mrs. Nearen died in the emer- Services, also Hans Hanseh, next of kin
gency hospital a few days ago along of No. 3255342, Pte. Holly Douglas
with her babe, is a much bereaved old , Hansen of the infantry, are -requested
lady these days. Another daughter, Mary | to communicate with the office of the
Murphy, is very low with the prevalent | Western Union Telegraph Company.
malady in the emergency hospital. Still —BUY-VICTORY-BONDS—
another daughter, Mrs. Blizzard, with her | Pheiix and
three children, were smothered with gas Pherdinand
in their home in South Framingham,

Mass., a few months ago and other mem- !
bers of the family in the States are seri-
ously ill with the influenza. The aged |

mother is caring for the four-year-old '
child of her‘daughter who died recently. .
A 'son at the front is still fortunately all |
right.

BAD HOUSEKEEPING.

King square and locality, which has
been the scene of so much activity and
congregating the past week in conuce-
tion with the Victory Loan open air
meetings, is showing its “keep” in a
manner not very creditable to the street
cleaning department. The area is strewn
with paper and grimy with dust and
tracked mud. Evidgntly the cleaners
thought that all such work was done for
the season as soon as cool weather set
in, but a good housewife would not think |
so. For the sake of the town and alsa !
for the dignity of the Victory Loan '
effort this place should' be cleaned up at
once.

INSPECTED BUILDINGS.

Captain Blanchard of military .head;
quarters staff returned to the city today
from Frederieton, where he was on a
tour of inspection. While absent he in-
spected some buildings in Fredericton
with the object in view of having them
remodelled into up-to-date military bar-
racks. While' there has been no word
of this district getting any more troops
for the winter months yet this is quite
possible.

Famous Hotel Man Dead

New York, Nov. 5—Caesar Ritz, who
established the Ritz system of hotels in
prominent cities in Europe and the Unit-
ed States and Canada, died last Friday
at a sanitarium in Lucerne, Switzerland,
according to a cablegram received here
tonight. Mr. Ritz ws borm in Switzer
land scventy years ago. :

REPORT

Jssued by Author-
ity of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries,, R. F. Stu-
part, director of
meterological zervice

Toronto, Nov. 6—The area of high
barometer now covers the St. Lawrence
Valley and New England while the
western lower area with reduced energy
is moving slowly towards the Great!
Lakes. The weather is fine and ﬂ)oli
from Ontario eastward, while in thc.
western provinces it is moderately cold
and snow flurries have occurred at many
points.

Lower Lakes and Georgian Bay—
Moderate southeasterly winds, fine and
a little warmer; Thursday, southeast
winds, fair to cloudy and mild.

Ottawa Valley and Upper St. Law-
rence—Moderate southeasterly winds,
fine and a little warmer; Thursday,
southwest winds, fair to cloudy and mild.

Lower St. Lawrence, Gulf and North
Shore—Light to moderate winds, fine
and i
Maritime—Moderate to fresh northeast
winds, fine and cool today and on Thurs-
day. i

Supcrior—-Strong southerly ‘winds,
mild and showery; Thursday, showery.

All West—A few local snow flurries
but mostly fair today and on Thursday;
light south winds.

New Fngland—Fair and somewhat
warmer tonight and Thursday; light

south winds.
—BUY-VICTORY-BONDS—

his previous answers, to make a statem ent in correction, to offer an explanation,
or frankly admitted that he had been wron. g

Among many matters of interest
which came up during the session, per-
haps none was more typical of the
trend of his testimony than the ex-
planation given by the witness regard-
ing the settlement with A. C. Smith &
Company. Counsel for the government
showed that payments made to this
company, after Mr. Daggett had ar-
ranged * a settlement on the basis of
$9,581, totalled $11,760. - Mr. Daggett ex-
plained that at least one payment, of
$1,500 had been made not on behalf of
the government, but on his own personal
account. In further explanation, he said
that he had assisting the company in

their financing with the aid of accom-|

modation . The commissioner. re-
marked that it looked as if it were .the
witness who hud. been receiving the ac-
commodation, When the witness grasped
this, he said that the aecommodation
had been mutual and that at that time
he had owed Smith & Company $1,500

(and had deposited the amount to their

credit. He did not know why Mr. Smith
had regarded the repayment of a per-
sonal obligation as a payment by the
government.

The witness showed some reluctance—
and he had the grace to blush—when he
was forced to admit that he had made
out the devosit slip which accompanied
the deposit of funds to be forwarded to
Mr. Sumner in Moncton. He admitted
also that he had signed the name “Wm.
Tompson,” which he frankly character-
ized as fictitious. In answer to the com-
missioner he said that he did not know
whv he signed that name, but added

; airily that “There was nothing criminal

about it.”
_ Mr. Daggett’s explanation of the Boyce
payments was one of the most involved
of the lot, and he promised to supple-
ment it later.

He continues this afternoon.

H. A. Powell, K. C., was present this
morning as the legal representative of
Hon. J. A. Murray. :

When the inquiry was resumed at
eleven o’clock, Commissioner McQueen
presiding. Mr. Hughes continuéd his ex-
amination of J. B. Daggett, former secre-
tary for agriculture.

Regarding the check for $9,581 payable
to A. C. Smith & Co. or the Bank of
Montreal, issued by the province ap-

parently in settlement of account, accord- !

ing to vouchers attached, witness said
that he used part of the proceeds to pay
his liability of $5,077.76 to the Bank of
Montreal for a note signed by himself
in favor of George B. Jones and endorsed
by the latter The note represented
money advanced to A. C. Smith & Co
The balance was paid to Smith & Co.
by personal check of witness.

In reply to a question as to why he
had not told of this transaction in his
previous evidence, witness said he had
forgotten it entirely.

Witness recollected accepting draft of
A. C. Smith & Co. for $9,201.95 on Jund¢
28, 1915, byt did not remember the par-
liculars. He had assumed that as secre-
tary for agriculture he had authority
to accept such a draft. He paid Smith
by check for $4,453.56 and the balance
by the note previously referred to.

Q.—You and Mr. Jones raised money
by a note to pay A. C. Smith & Co.
for a government account? ;

A—1 did. The accounts were not
ready to go through.

Q.—The work had been done long be-
fore?

A.—Yes, but the accounts were not in
shape and I did not want to apply for
payment until the final settlement.

Q.—How much did you advance?

A.—§5,000. {

Q.—How did you pay it?

A.—I cannot say without reference to
records. 1 talked with Mr. Smith about
it this morning, but I would like to refer
to my records.

Q.—He got the $5,000, covered by the
note, $4,458.56 by your check, $806.91 by
draft from Cube and $1,500.

A.—That $1,500 was not government
money.

(Continued on page 2, fourth column)
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CITY COMMITTEE NAMED.

A notification that Commissioners
Fisher and Bullock had been appointed
a fair price committee by the common
council was forwarded to the minister of
labor last evening by Herbert E. Ward-
roper, common clerk at city hall. No
action will be taken regarding the milk
sitnation until his authorization has been

mooeinad

ON
INFUENZA. BAN TO -
BE MADE TOMORROW.

Hon. W. F. Roberts, minister of health,
will attend the local government meet
ing in Fredericton tonight. It was ne.
possible for him to attend this after-
noon’s sessions| through pressure of
duties. Alsk f he had any announce-

ment to makeé concerning lifting the ban-

on public gatherings, the minister said

he would make this announcement after

tonight’s session. It is expected the ban
will be removed either this Friday or
Sunday. The merchants, amusement

people and others are urging re-opening

Friday in hopes that the profitable week-
end will recoup to some extent the past
month’s losses. To .re-open . Monday
would lose these benefits, it is asserted.
However, the health officials are not
likely to be stampeded into hasty action.

COHOLAN-WRIGHT

A very pretty wedding was solemnized
this morning in Holy Trinity church
when the rector, Rev. J. J. Walsh, V.G,
united in marriage Miss Marjorie Wright

of Hull, England, and W. J. Coholan

of the customs staff here. The bride
was gowned in an Alice blye crepe de
chene dress with a velvet hat to match
and carried a white prayer book. She
was attended by Miss Elizabeth Leah
and the groom was supported by his
brother, John Coholan. After the 'cere-
mony Mr. and Mrs. Coholan retired to
the home of the bride’s uncle, Frederick
Smith, Winter street, where a dainty
wedding breckfast was served. The
groem’s present to the bride was a set
of fox furs. Mr. Coholan is a returned
soldier. ;

FUNERALS.

The funeral of William Gillen took
place this afternoon from his late resi-
dence, East St. John. Services were con-
ducted by Rev. Neil McLaughlin. In-
terment was made in Fernhill cemetery.

The funeral of Miss Nellie Griffin
took plece this morning from the resi-

. dence of her sister, Mrs. Cogger, Hay-

market square. Interment was made in
the new Catholic cemetery.

The funeral of Walter Laskey took
place this afternoon from the Parks
emergency hospital. Services were con-
ducted by Rev. R. T. McKim. Inter-
ment was made in Fernhill cemetery.

DRISCOLL-McMULLIN
A pretty wedding was solemnized in
the cathedral this morning when Miss
Agatha Irene McMullin, daughter of

Mrs. Mary McMullin, 72%. Waterloo °

street, was united in marriage to John
Keleher Driscoll of \thisncity. Nuptial
mass was celebmted\b}:;ae rector, Rev.
William Duke, They -Were unattended.
The bride was very becomingly gowned
in a fawn suit with hat to match and
wore an ermine cape. Following the
ceremony Mr. and Mrs. Driscoll retired
to the home of the bride’s mother, wher :
a dainty wedding breakfast was served.
The popularity of the young couple was
shown by the number of handsome wed-
ding presents they received.

BO¥S SENT BELOW.

There was a further hearing in the
police court this morning in the case
of two minors, charged with stealing
keys from the doors of houses in Water-
loo street. Both boys were sent below
until some arrangements can be made
for their future behavior. One boy was
before the court about a week ago on a
theft eharge.

WILLIAM G. DAVIDSON

The death of William G. Davidson
occurred yesterday morning at Halifax.
He was a former resident of St. John and
resided at 114 Elliot row. He leaves to
mourn, besides his parents, two brothers
and three sisters. Funeral took place
this morning at nine o’clock. Interment
was made at Fernhill,

FIRST NEW LIGHT BILLS.

T'he bill issue now being received from
the N. B. Power Co. giving the elec-
tric lighting statement for October marks
the first of the company’s new rates,
which average u twenty-five per cent. in-
crease. Many explanations had to be
made before customers reconciled them-
selves to the increase. In the case of
some large users the additional money
paid ran into substantial sums,




