
Naval Contributioru. 4I

''in the position of foreigners The confederation of
Canada which has resulted in such gigantic progress was the work
of Canadians, and regarded by many British statesmen as a pre-
lude to gettmg nd of responsibility.

^

''Regarding as I do British institutions as giving greater security
to hfe, property and liberty than any other form of government,
I have devoted more than half a century to increasing efforts to
preserve the connection 0/ Canada and the Crovm. When GreatBntam was involved in the struggle in the Transvaal I led the
van in forcmg the Canadian government to send aid But I
DID NOT BELIEVE THEN. AND I DO NOT BELIEVE NOW, IN TAXATION
WITHOUT HEPKESENTATION. ThE DEMAND WHICH WILL SOON BEMADE BY SOME THAT CaNADA SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE IM-
PERIAL NAVY IN PROPORTION TO POPULATION, I REGARD AS PRE-
POSTEROUS AND DANGEROUS.

"I read with pleasure the resolution passed unanimously by
the House of Commons which pledged parliament to proceed

jngorously mth the construction of the Canadian navy and to
support Bntam m every emergency, and all that in my opinion is
requu-ed iS to hold the government of the day bound to carry
that out hon^tly. Navies are maintained largely to promote

"the/Sn''
' mercantile shipping of the country to which

"frJT**7 i
remember that in the general election of 1891, the

" rtLt
^"*'«\^°«*'*"t»o°« «ft« a desperate struggle, which

cost that great and patriotic statesman, Sir John A. Macdonaldn^ tfe, we only secured a majority of about 25, and I have no
hjitation in saying that had the principle oj a contribution to
the^rnpenal navy according to our population then been in operation

Great Bntam. Who can question the accuracy of that opinion

'•lQnS:T?Tr 1««6 my government was fiercely denounced
'

'of ks ti.\
^ Liberal candidates and Liberal newspaper on account

' ' ^^'1 «^Penditures when they declared that an expenditure

'
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."^ "^'' ^"^ '^' "^"'*'" ^'^ * ^^"g^"- *° ^he countryand that the military programme of the government was '

frightful.'

•ihllJ° T ?'^^* *^** *" P'^*'^ ^ *^« United States agree in

"ald ht nT '^'"'' unportance to have Sir Wilfrid Laurierand his party committed to the policy which secured the unani-mous consent of the House of Commons on a question of such vita,


