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WHEREAS it is the indifpenfable duty of

every member of a community, more
efpecially in compact tovt^ns, to guard againft the

fatal effects of Fire, and to prevent, as much as polfi-

:ble, the dreadful conlequences of io alarming and

deftruftive a calamity : and whereas it is generally

;acknowledged and confsfled, from the experience

Mof every well-regulated fociety, that public affociations

ihave the bell tendency to prevent thofe evils which
|are too frequently felt by the unfortunate, from the

ibafenefs and treachery of wicked and defigning per-

|fons, who avail themfelves of the confufion incident

I
to fuch events, as the moft favorable for theperpe-

f tration of their vile and inhuman pra(5lices : We the,

j
underwritten, convinced of the truth of thefe fad?,
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