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day, after a perilous voyage. Here, Cass and Saunders were

in honor bound to destroy the boats, and Capt. D. navigated a

small sloop bound down the lake. After alarming the inhab-

itants along the coast at the sight of a vessel, be she ever so

small, after they had heard of Hull's surrender, he arrived

safely at Erie. After remaining a few days with his family, he

was sent with dispatches to Washington City by General David

Mead, who was then in command of that post, and gave the

first authentic information of the surrender of Mackinaw and

Detroit at the seat of Government, having passed Colonel Cass,

who was the bearer of dispatches from General Hull, sick by

the way. Immediately upon his arrival a Cabinet meeting was

held, to whom he gave a full account of matters, including the

situation of the frontier, and the most suitable point for a naval

depot upon the upper lakes. He recommended Erie, which

was adopted. He was then solicited to accept a sailing master's

position in the navy, which he accepted, and was at once

ordered to Erie with instructions to immediately commence

the construction of gun boats, which work he speedi'y began

late in October following. Upon his arrival at Erie, was or-

dered to report to Commodore Chauncey at Sackett's Harbor,

or to the commanding officer at Black Rock, for further in-

structions ; which order he obeyed and received the following

reply

:

" Black Rock, Oct. 2d, 1812.

" Sir ;—Your letter of the Ibih ultimo, directed to Commo-
dore Chauncey or the commanding officer on Lake Erie, I have
received, together with its enclosed—a copy of your instructions

from the Honorable the Secretary of the Navy, each of which,
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