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our ropruiientAtiun in tho British Piirlia-

muht,—the only nitiiuu by whidt wu
colouiHtH could bucouiu tho cciiihIh of our
trauH-Atlnntiu countryman, und im im-
p08Hibl(! iH)ncuHHion from ihu Imporiul
Oovernmuut. If Kn^liind w(^ro to athnit tbe

roprtiHuntutivuM of hi;r milliouH of colonistH

to BcatK in thu Houhu of CunimoOH, how
long would hIk; maintain bur mutropolitau
aud oonHorvativu dominanco? How long
buforu Hhc muHt coabe U) i-oiiHidttr colonial

quoHtiohK from an Imperial point of view,

and Hud ber cbiblron luiHuming tbe attitude

of her maHterri V Sucli a ttolution of the
colonial relatiouHhip is undcHirable and
impoRHiblc. EngliHbmen would never dream
of it, and if they did, it would not meet our
colonial wantH. r''rliapH it would be fair to

interpret tbatHpeech in the light of Imperial
opinion. It Ih not to be HUppoHed, that IUh
Exeelleucy inteuded to Htart uuw and
origiual theoriefl. Let uh believe him to

have been in accord with tho HtateHmen of

hiH country and Iuh time. In that great

debate, irom which 1 have (luoted on the
defences of tluM country, Mr. DiHraeli

alluded to the liypothcHiH of a desire on the

part of Canada and the other North
American Colouiep, for independence ; and
to tho hour when England might thuH lose

a deptindency,but gain a firm ally and irieud.

And again, he Huid Canada hau itti own
future before it. We have a right t« (WBume
it. It has all the < '-unents which make a

great nation. It has at this moment a
strong development of nationality ; and the

full conviction on the part ot England,
that these provinces may ultimately

become an independent country, is to her,

not a source of mortification, but of pride.

Mr. Brig'it in ihe same debate points out
the reasons why Canadians should feel, if

they are like other Englithmeu, that it

nuuiJ be ueiier for iheir country to oe

disentargled from the politics of England,
and to assume the position of an Indepen-
dent State. He believed, from what had
been stated by official gentlemen in the
present Government, and in previous Gov-
ernments, that there was no objection to

the Independence of Canada whenever Can-
ada might wish it. If Canada, by a friend-

ly separation, became an Independent State,

said Mr. Bright—choosing its own form of

Government—Monarchical, if it liked a
monarchy, or Republican, if it preferred a
Republic, it would not be less friendly to

England. And in case of war, Canada
would then be a neutral Country, and her
population enjoy greater security. In the
same debate Lord Palmerston declared, that
when the Provinces felt strong enough to

stand alone, and desired the connection no
longer, England would say " God speed you
and give you the means to maintain you'^-

selves as a nation." These general senti-

ments of the debate provoked no dissent in

the House, where all nhades of British ophi-

iou aiQ roprcBcutcd. And though nobody

dcclaretl tho time hitd come, England wn«

nuinitt'Ktly shaping htrr policy to meet it.

I shall pass over the Mtrong«-r expressions,

tilt! advanced opinions of subsoquent de-

bates, because time docs not permit mo to

pro«luee a repertoire of all the discussions on
this subject. But in the light of what itas

gone before, it Is not easy to misunderstand

the remarkable utterances of Mr. Gladstou«-,

the Prime iMinisusr of England, during tho

debate in the House of Commons the other

day, upon the subject of guaia 'eenifi; .fho

Hudson Bay Loan. Objections had been

taken U> the principal of Colonial guaran-

tees, and Mr. Ciladstonu fully endorsed

them. But he declared that this guarantee

was givnn for a strictly Imperial object, to

dissociate England from the inconvenienco

of too extensive territorial poiisessions. In

former times, said Mr. (iltMlsU>no, the Ame-
rican Colonies were entangled in a vicious

system of tl'^peudencc on England. Tho
Government wished to engender in them a
spirit of Independence. They wished to

wind up tbe old syst'in and see the Colon-
ies make a new start. That was not to bo

a beginning, but an end. Almost as I

speak a confirmatory missive comes to us

across the water,—one of the strangest, as

it is ;)no of the most important events of

our time. The London "Times," by tho

last steaiuj", is handed me, conttiining a cir-

cular from a meeting of Colonists in Lon-
don, expressing alarm at the new Im-
perial views of the Colonial relations

aud seeking to provide means of inducing

the British Government to withdraw from
its lately declared policy on the subject of

colonial defence, or, failing in that, to de-

mand to bo reb'ased horn their allegiatice,

and to adopt such further mean*' ;.a the ex-

igencies of the new siii'.;".lion may require.

The circtjiiir suggests a conference in Lon-
don, duiing the next .session of the Imperial

Parliament, of delegatts from all the Colo-

nial Governments, and the Times vouches
for the importance of the movement, which,

it regards as an epoch, by the tone in which
it discusses the whole question. That
.Journal, the most delicate thermometer of

indueutial opinion in England, argues that

tho remonstrances will be fruitless and
warns the Colonies to rely on their own In-

dependence. From all this it appears that

the attitude of England is sufficiently pro-

nounced and comprehensible, and one of its

effects will be, powerfully to modify and
ripen colonial opinion. At first, no doubt,

among our own people, we may witness be-

wilderment and surprise. Some will make
it a pretext to advanci preconceived opi-

nions and others may at first turn from it

in disgust ; but in tbe end, the sober second
thought of our countrymen, if the opportu-

nity is aJorded them, will grapple with tho

subject in a patriotic spirit and with a fiiir

reference to its bearing upon the interests

ot both countries. In this spirit I propose

to 90Qsider a little mpro fully tbe relatious


