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just and equitable basis of Negotiation, was
now disclaimed; every idea of moderation
or reason, every appearance of justice, was
disregarded ; and a concession was required

from his Majesty's Plenipotentiary, as a pre-

liminary and indispensable condition of Ne-
gotiation, which must at once have super-

seded all the objects, and precluded all the

means of treating. France, after incorpo-

rating with her own dominions so a large a
portion of her conquests, and affecting to

have deprived herself, by her own internal

regulations, of the power of alienating these

valuable additions of territory, did not scruple

to demand from his Majesty the absolute and
unconditional surrei^ider of all that the energy
of his People, and the Valour of his Fleets and
Armies, have conquered in the present War,
either from France or from her Allies. She re-

quired that the power of Great Britain should

be confined within its former limits, at the very
moment when her own dominion was ex-
tended to a degree almost unparalleled in his-

tory. She insisted, that in proportion to the

increase of danger, the means of resistance

should be diminished ; and that his Majesty

should give up, without compensation, and
into the hands of his Enemies, the necessary

defences of his possessions, and the future

safeguards of his empire. Nor was even this

demand brought forward as constituting the

lenns of Peace, but the price of Nesrotiation ;


