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the whole was then ploughed eight inches deep, with a flrong

three-horfe Dutch plough : laft April, it was well harrowed, and

crofs-ploughed, four inches deep, with a light two-horfe plough,

leaving the fod at the bottom. The field was fowed with fpring

barley ; at harveft, the difference of the crop was aftoniftiingly

great in favour of the part where the Gypfum had been put, two
years before. This ground is now under wheat and winter-

barley, which have a promifing appearance : the *otted fod being

turned up and mixed with the foil, affords a ftrong nourifhment to

the prefent crop. , ,

5.1 put a quantity of Gypfum, three years ago, on feveral

fmall patches of tough fod ; it produced a difference in the

ftrength of the vegetation, which is flill obfervable.—From the

above recited experiments it appears—

ift. That there is no difference between the Euiopean and

American Gypfum.

2d. That Gypfum a^ls as an immediate manure tojgrafs, and
afterwards in an equal degree to grain.

gd. That one dre/Hng will continue in force feveral fucceed^

ing crops. r v •'

Gypfum not producing any remarkable beneficial effe<3:s, whea
ufed as a top drefHng to grain, may arife from two caufes j firft-,

from the fmall quantity made ufe of, which is lofl in the rough
ground j and fecondly, fi*om the fliort time of its application.

It has been found of advantage to Indian corn, but in this cafe, it

is abfolutely neceffary to apply it immediately to the corn, as it

appears above ground, and that in a confiderable quantity—I have

pui. it on grafs ground every month in the year, except during the

feverity of winter, and have found, that early in April is preferable

to any other feafon ; at which time, the grafs juft fhooting, the

finall particles of the gypfum are detained about the roots, and

prevented from wafhing away. On ftiff clay foils, it will pro-

duce an :acreafe of vegetation, but not i\xf ^ient to pay the ex-

'l)enfe of the manure.

It may be difficult to point out the ciigin of Gypfum, or to af-

certain clearly the principle, gn which its nutritive quality of ve-

getablgs


