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to Ang thoir boat throufrh the Hands, making
only two or thrcu miles in an many days.

Sometimes they would enter an arm of the

river, where there apjieared a tine channel,

and, a.\\tit desccniiing pntsporously for eight

or tt>n miles, would come suddenly upon dry

hand-i, and he compelled to return, dragging

tlioir lioat fur days igaiust the ninid current

;

and ut others, they came u|ton places where
tiiu water lay in holes, and, getting out to

tluat oil' their boat, would fall into water up
to their necks, and the next moment tumble

over against a sandbai Discouraged, at

leufith, and fmding the IMatto growing every

day more shallow, they discharged the prin-

cipal part of their cargoes one liundrod and

thirty miles below Fort I^aramie, which they

secured as well as pos:)ible, and, leaving a

few men to guard tliem, attem|)ted to con-

tinue their voyage, laden with some light

turs and their personal baggage. After fif-

teen or twenty days more struggling in the

sands, during which they made but one hun-
dred and lorty miles, they sunk their barges,

made a cache of their remaining furs and
property, in trees on the bank, and, packin_

on his back what each man could carry, ha
commenced, the day before we encountered

them, their journey on foot to St. Louis.

We laughed then at their forlorn and vag-

abond ap|>«'arance, and, in our turn, a month
or two afterwards, furnished the same occa-

sion for merriment to others. Even their

stock of tobacco, that si^iie qjid non of a voy-

ageiir, without which the night tire is gloomy,
was entirely exhausted. However, we
shortened their homeward journey by a small

supply from our own provision. They gave
us the welcome intelligence that the buifalo

were abundant some two days' march in ad-

rance, and made us a present of some choice

pieces, which were a very acceptable change
irom our salt pork. In the interchange of

news, and the renewal of old acquaintance-

ships, we found wherewithal to till a busy
hour ; then we mounted our horses, and
they shouldered their packs, and we shook
hands and parted. Among them, I had
found an old companion on the northern

prairie, a hardened and hardly served veteran

of the mountains, who had been as much
hacked and scarreii as an old moustache of

Napoleon's " old guard." He flourished in

tlie sobriquet of La Tulipe, and his real

name I never knew. Finning that he was
going to the States only because his compa-
ny was bound in that direction, and that he
was rather more willing to return with me,
I took him again into my service. We
travelled this day but seventeen miles.

At Oil' evening camp, about sunset, three

figures were discovered approaching, which
our glasses made oat to be Indians. They
proved to be Cbeyennes—two men, and a

boy of thirteen. About a month since, they

had left their people on the south fork of the

river, some three hundred miles to the west-

ward, and a party of only four in number
had been to the Pawnee villages on a horse-

stealing excursion, from which they were
returning unsuccessful. They were miser-

ably mounted on wild hordes from the Ark-
ansas plain*, and had no other weaiMins than
bows and long spears ; and had they been
discovered by the Pawnees, coi;!d not, by
any possibility, have escaped. They were
mortitied by their ill success, and said the

Pawnees were cowards, who shut up their

horses in their lodges at night. I invited

them to supper with me, and Randolph and
the young dlieyenne, who had been eyeing
each other suspiciously and curiously, soon
became intimate friends. After supper, we
sat down on the grass, and I placed a sheet

of paper between us, on which they traced

rudely, but with a certain degree of relative

truth, the watercourses of the country which
lay between us and their village.^, and of

which I desired to have some iii'orniation.

Their companions, they told us, li > taken a
nearer route over the hills; but i!i'>y had
mounted one of the summits to spy out tlie

country, whence they had caught a glimpse
of our party, and, confident of good treat-

ment at the hands of the whites, hastened to

join company. Latitude of the camp 40°
39' 61".

We made the next morning sixteen miles.

I remarked that the ground was covered in

many places with an efflorescence of salt,

and the plants were not numerous. In the

bottoms were frequently seen iradescanlia,

and on the dry ienches were ranliius, caclus,

and amorpha, A high wind during the

morning had increased to a violent gaiefrom
the northwest, which made our afternoon

ride cold and unpleasant. We had the wel-

come sight of two bufliiloes on one of the

large islands, and encamped at a clump of

timber about seven miles from our noon halt,

after a day's march of twenty-two miles.

The air was keen the next morning at

sunrise, the thermometer standing at 44o,

and it was sufficiently cold to make over-

coats very comfortable. A few miles brought

us into the midst of the buffalo, swarming
in immense numbers over the plains, where
they had left scarcely a blade of grass stand-

ing. Mr. Preuss, who was sketching at a
little distance in the rear, had at first noted

them as large groves of timber. In the

sight of such a mass of life, the traveller

feels a strange emotion of grandeur. We
had heard from a distance a dull and con-

fused murmuring, and, when we came in

view of their dark masses, there was not one
among us who did not feel his heart beat

quicker. It was the early part of the day.


