
PREFACE.

«

'Pile iufsciil work is iiitt'iitlfd to mccl tlic wuil of :i liiriff miiiiiIht of |)frsoiis,

I'siu'ciiillv s|i()rlsiin'ii. who air iiittTt'slcd in liinls miuI >iiI<1 likr lu know tlicir hmmics,

lint oft. n linil it no rjisy Ifisk to identify tlu'in I'V llif • binl hooks." To nil siicli I

otTcr this Kev. in wliicli tlu" s|nM'it's arc iiiT:in;.nil in iiroiips ncconlinir to si/«', snid

lii'licvi- it will cniiMt' any one nnfaniiliar witli birds to identify witli comparative ease

aiiv species of oiii' North .\nierican Shore llirds.

JJirdH vary so nnicli in si/e tliat llie li'iiijl/i of any one specimen cannot l-e accepted

an a standard for others of the same species. The len<j;th measnre is, nevertheless,

of vaine to enable ns to form an approximate idesi of the si/e of the liird. 'I'he leiijitli

of the irni(i is. however, mneh less variable, and is an important aid to the identitiea-

tion of many species. In fact, the variation is so small and constant that, allowin}:

for possible extremes, they may be arranjred in ^ronps accordin;r to lenjrth of winji.

The i<lentilieatioii of any species then becomes a very sinijile matter, as usually the

birds contained in each <iroiip are so few in nnndier that characteristic differences in

oacli species are easily indicated.

Let ns assume, for example, we have before us a bird which we wish to identify.

Wo first measure the winjj; (see directions for measurements, illustrated, pa<ie 7). We

litid the wiufj; measures nine inches lony;. We m)W turn to the '-Index to Key"

(pa<re 12), and tind that (iroup contains birds haviiifi- the win«>' measuriuff from nine

to twelve inches lon«;, and is dividi-d into three sections; Sections 1 and 2 compris-

iii"' l)irds havinji four toes, and Se<'tion .'>, birds with three toes, (hir bird has four

toes, so we U>ok for it under Section 1 or 2. We lind that birds under Section 1 have

the bill curved downward, and Itirds under Section 2 have tiie bill curved upward, or

nearly straight. Our bird has the bill curved downward. We therefore look for it

under Section 1 . We find but two birds included under Section 1 ;
one with axillars

reddish brown, marked with black, and the other having the axillars banded with slaty


