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(lestroyod by the wars ; not only are the British people subject

now, anil it would seem for ever, to a burthen of taxes sufficient

to pay the interest on that debt; but of the eight hundred millions

thus consumed, only six hundred were received by the public, and

the other two hundred millions made the rich capitalists, who had

advanced the money, still ncl er.

There is another class of men who may occasionally derive

wealth from a war. Privateering consists in robbing- of their

property unarmed and unresisting men, engaged in pursuits not

only legitimate but highly useful. It is nothing more nor less than

legalized Piracy. For this the Tnited States are not responsible

;

and it must be admitted, that the practice of all nations justifies

them in resorting to those means, in order to make the eneir' eel

the calamities of war. But the necessity of resorting to means

immoral in themselves affords an irrefragable argument against

precipitating the country into war for slight causes, indeed against

any war which is not purely in self defence.

It is equally untrue to assert that the poorer class of people, by

\vhich must be meant all the laborers, or generally those who live

on their wages, have nothing to lose by the war.

In this, and other large cities, for every thousand merchants, or

men of capital who may be injured or thrown out of business, there

are ten thousand men living on wages, whose employment depends

directly or indirectly on the commerce of those cities. The number

of common laborers is proportionately less in the purely agricultural

districts. But it is evident that in both, a considerable number

must be thrown out of employment either by the destruction of

commerce, or in consequence of the lessened value and quantity of

the a!i;ricultural products. And it seems impossible that this should

take place without affecting the rate of wages, than which a more

afflicting evil could not fall on the community. There is no man
of pure and elevated feelings who does not ardently wish, that

means could be devised to ameliorate the state of society in that

respect, so as that those who live by manual labor should receive a

more just portion of the profits, which are now very unequally di-

vided between them and their employers.

But even if the rate of wages was not materially affected, yet
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