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(Fig. 1 l>». i'he plastti- is then iillowfd to nvi (irmly, ami if it

fiiii be left fur sevenil liayM until it is thoroiijfhiy dried so iiiucli

the lietter, iis it is found tliiit the siiw works more easily in

thorou;;lily ilry plaster. The stone is sawn directly through

the plaster which embeds it in the line previously marked on

the board, and a second cut is made throiigli the plaster between

tlie stone and the heel of the hor.seshoe. If the stone is very

large and hanl, the Iward may U' fastened in a vice, and tlrj

saw cut made through the Ijoard al.so. This .serves very

materially to stea ly the .^aw. This section thus liberated can

then be readily detached from the lx)ard and will be found

to contain one-1-alf of the stone, which '.in I asily lifted

out of the embedding plastei'. part of which may lie cut

away (Fig. 2 Ft. The removal of the stone from the piaster

is facilitated by i)lnnging the wliole into hot water lor a

few moments, when the ])urat!'n wa.x becomes softened iuid

the stone can thu.s be .'asily separ-ited from the plaster. The

last trace of wax is then melted otl' liy holding it under a hf)t

water tap, or putting it into a basin of hot water for a few

moments. The cut surface of the stone may be polished rapidly

and easily by grinding it on a ground-gla.s' surface. In theca.se

ul' ver}- hard stones the |iolishing process is facilitatecl by using

powilered ])umice stone or emi'ry, (hough this is seldom

necessary. In order to get a highly polished surface the

stone should tinally be rubbtij on dry. plain glass, .ind


