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I N'THO DICTION'

ilic "Thirtcpir- an.l ih,. spcrccy cf th.ir movomonts aro not
c.viigfrcn.tc.l. [-(.rni-us. of .nurs,.. In-lon-s t.. th>- sanu. cla.s9

of ••,-u|MTinr- men as Ar.irow ami \-autrii). Ijut lie is ^arer
to the fnniuT than to the lattcf. On the ..iIht hand, what
incivly HTi>ational novrliM ,-,,nU\ have <:ivcn lis tlic pa<rjs
on th. stftrts ..f Paris, the .!..s(Ti;)ii.,n ..f i'ari.ians caii^ .t

HI a slinwr. the skrt.h „f th,. hcnr-ars of the jrn.it citv. of its
lorettcs. and of its craze for huihlin-? Who else could have
wntieii so alM.iit tlie lov(. of y<.niiir men. inarriaires for love,
woinenV -white ii...." and tli,. like, if not the jr'reat analyst!
whnse de>eri|ition of Mi;<.'. Juh-" ehaniher recalls, l.v the way,
the "Physiojoj^i,. du Maria-e.-' one of the earliest analytic
studies?

Yes, eyen in this sen-^aiional story P,alzac is still Balzac.
He gives us the fine pair,,, „„ j],,, /;,;,^. j^^, .„|j ^^^^ p.^.^

Laehaise to halaiiee the rouianl ie deaiii of Mitw. J tiles and the
rather ahsurd mystery and eoniniotion altendin- her crema-
tion. IIe,<:ivrs uslheadniirahly realistic fijriire of the Vi lame
de Panders {rf. the Chevalier de Valois)'lo balance that of
Justine, which is phiinly e\trava,Lrant. It will he noted ihat
the scene at the cemetery reralls "l.c Cousin I'ons," and the
diatrihe on otiicial reports. "I.e. Kmployes," l,oth later \vork.s.

Til-- parental aflVction ..f Ferra-us .«u;r,sre-ts that of Pere
(i'.not. and his last days in a wav recall thoM- of Colonel
Chahert.*

In sliort. this novelette proves in manv ways that
Balzac's ,s:enius al'ter Is.'io could never Inn- remain in the
lower spheres of his art. .\nd even as a s.^nsjitional romance,
"Ferra-us" is notai,le enouLdi. The evil con.^..<juonces of a
peont kcjit from one devoted s<nil by another have rarely
been more strikin,<rly exhibited, even' if one sees no rrood

*Thr us, W.M.. of tl iplHT r;u.v.. „,„. l„ ,v..,k1.t 1,ow far fov was influonmi l.yBalzHP wl,„. „. vv.. l,av.. aln.My .,„,, iai,i „„. fo„n.ta!i„ns .,f ,hr .trt.riivo Ktor/
Tl... allescl ,.ru.li.hm:s. „f M,„... ,1,. s, rizy mak.s „s rvmemU-r her far from discreet
U-liiivinr 111 ttir t!nr,i i<jri „f •• Spluudcujs ut Misires."
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