
whom he received; and I observed that Elias S(t

stools and a table near by, and fetehed coffee, and

that Aboosh and the stranjrcT ,^ot their heads lo-

i;ether and laui,'hed a j^qvat deal, and in all seemed

to have an excellent time. But I was })rcsently

enlightened. Aboosh came to me wocbevonc, his

brows drawn with trouble, his hand pullini^ in an

agitated way at the unoccu])ied strand of his mus-

tache. " You know," said he, " that one of our horses

is worn and has for thrive da\s carried no bunlen'

Well," he continued, "this man is a (juarantine

officer, and the thini; has been reported to hiin. The
horse is in p;ood health, ;:s I know, having; observi'd

him carefully; but this man says that he has a run-

nins^ at the nose and will conmiunicate a pla.i^ue to all

the horses and camels of E.ijypt if he is permitted to

return over the desert to Jerusalem to-morrow, as I

had planned
!"

"His L^reed is the doctor," said T.

"Truly," cried Ab(K)sh, distressed to the point of

tears; "but he has me at his mercy. I must either

waste the jirofits of this ]on_^ journey in maiTitainin^L;

my animals and men in a ([uarantine of three wet'ks

at Kantara or hand the last piastre of them to this

,ureedy ofiicial."

"I would not pay one penny!" said I.

"That is not the way," he replied; "the man is

entitled to some small bribe from every traveller

who can , 'Tonl to pay. I do not wish to be ungener-

ous; but he seems like a hard man, and 1 think he
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