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commiaaioned by our lion. friends opposite
to take cliarge of tlie critlcism of dredglng,
contracta and who apeaks for tlie opposi-
tion, to liave acquieaced la what 1 pro-
posed to do. but, as I snid, under the cir-
cumstances tliat It was due to 'myself and
to the goverament and to the frienda sup-
porting ns to ask for new tenders and then,
liavlng called for aew tenders, L feit that
as the prices were certlfied to be reason-
able by tlie chief engifleer it was my duty
to accept the lowest tenders.

Mr. J. D. REID. The 'minister fanda
iault witli tlie lion. member for Si-mcoe
(Mir. Bennett) for complalning because ten-
dera were flot advertised fer la the usual
way durlnýgthe present year and lie tries to
show tliat tlie country has bast money by
havlng to pay larger prices th-an what were
paid last year. If these contractors were
willing to do thia work at the saine pricea
that tliey were paid lat year, It reflecta
serionaly on the lion. minister that lie gave
them a renewal of the contract ut the ad-
vanced prices lie lias atated.

Mir. PUGSLEY. L dld not reaew a single
coatract. I asked for public tenders, and
gave tlie contract to. tlie lowest tenderer.

Mr. J. D. REID. And they are golng to
'lie pald $175,000 more this year tlinn tliey
'were paid lat year for the same work.
1 would think that the lion. minister, wlien
lie received a tender of 26 cents for worh
tliat was done last year for 14 cents per
cubic yard, white tlie contractor was will-
ing to do It tlis year at tlie saine price,
'wonld lave hesitated before maklng a con-
'tract at nearly double tlie price pald before.
We learned la tlie Public Accounts Commit-
'tee tliat on ail these dredging works the
'goverament appointed as Inspectors men
'who lad really neyer ladl aay experlence la
dredging work.

Mir. PARDEE. Ail of tliem ?

Mir. J. D. RELD4 Nearly ail of tliem. I
defy the lion. member to name one wlio liad
any previous experience of dredglng work.

Mr. PARDEE. The man at Penetang
salQ lie had been doing it for tliree years.

Mir. J. D. RELD. Wliat was lie before
lie went into tlie dredgiag business ? One
'Inspector awore tlint the engineer la charge,
I tliink Mr. Sing from Toronto, only vislted
'the works once or twice during tlie whole
'senson. Tliis ame inspector lad charge of
'two dredges, and lie farmed ont one part of
'the worir to another man. Aay one n aee
at a glance tliat la tliat way the govera-
ment must necessarily lose. Tlie contrac-
tors have everything la tlieir own lianda.
The chief engineer of the Public Works*De-
paLrtmeat and ail of tlie staff will awear tliat
the oaly honeat way to pay for this work
Ia by scow measurement ;and yet these la-
spectors swear that tliey cannot come witli-
In1 from ten to tliirty yards of tlie actual

1measurement ln a scow. On the other liand,
'the Department of Railways and Canais
>WilI tell you that to pay by scow measure-
ment is aimoat sure to resuit In a loss to
'the government, and In their contracta tliey
specify that the worlr must be measured ln
situ. The officers of the governmexit swore
that the scow measuremfefit made a differ-
ence of about one-third.

,Mr. PUGSLEY. Lt was stated that the
price given per jeublc yard in situ ig always
different from the price by scow measure-
ment. Lt la understood that there is an ex-
pansion of from 30 to 40 per cent, whlcli la
always figured on.

Mr. J. D. REID. There la no doubt there
is an expansion.. By the scow measurement
'there la no way of telllng whetlier you get
,the riglit quantity or not. The scow may
or may flot be filled.

Mvr. PUGSLEY. The scowa are filled.

Mr. J. D. REID. How an the minister
say that 'wlen tlie lnspectors admitted tbat
tliey dld flot see ail the scows going ont?

Mr. PARDEE. La the great majorlty of
cases tliey did. Ail the Inapectors awore
'that.

' Mr. PUGSLEY. It is the duty of the ln-
spector to see every scow that goes out, and
la the fora that L have prescrlbed 'le must
swear that lie was personally preseat and
saw every scow go ont.

'Hr. J. D. REID. I admit that 'that la his
'duty, but he lias flot been dolng It. I lie-
Ileve tlie government lias not been gettng
tlie actual measurement in a single contract
by this scow measurement. That la the
reason I find fault wlth thia method of pay-
iag tlie contractora. When any dredging
la to lie done, a profile of the work la made
before 'It ts commenced, go that the govera-
mnent know exactly tlie qunntl'ty of stuif
to be dredged out wliea it la la aitu ; but
'vitli the scow measurement, tliere la no
check et ail, eepeeially wltli tlie kiad 0f ln-
spectors the goverament have been emiploy-
lng on tlieae works. 1 dlaim tibat on every
dredglng contract work lnvolvlng hundreda
of tliousnnda of dollars, there ehould lie an
engineer. But we have an engineer lpcnted
lan Toronto, and perliaps a tallor or a slioe-
'inaker -acting as an inspector of tlie work,
.and flot evea keeplng track of the number
'0f scowà that go out.

Mr. J. T. SCHELL. Witt tlie lion. mem-
'ber tell me what the lnspector's duties are
on the scow ?
. Mir. J. D. RELD. Accordlng to the mIn-
ister, hie duty ts to tell tlie quantlty of mn-
terlal1 la eacli scow as it goes away fromn
'the dredge.

M~r. DUNCAN ROSS. Could not a slioe-
maker tell whether a scow was full or flot ?
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