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MONTREAL, FEBRUARY . 4, 1881,

TRADE RETURNS.

The trade and navigation returns for the
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1880, are well
deserving of close attention plthough owing
to the exceptional amount of duty paid in
the last quarter of the previous year, in
anticipation of the incrense in the taviff,
too ruch reliance cannot be placed on any
comparison with statements.in 'preceding
years. DBefore adverting to the returns,
it may be proper to state, that the Com-
missioner of Customs, under whose super-
vision they are prepaved, calls attention
in his letter lo the Minister to the fact
that “an entire chiange has been made in
the form of compilation of the principal

‘statements hersin”’ There will, we ap-

prehend, be = general concurrence of

.

- g117,040.

opinion with Mr. Johnson, as to the change
being an improvement. . There are no
longer separate tables for each Province,
but under the general head is found the
aggregate imports and exports, with the
proportion imported from each country
into each Province of the Dominion. The
dutiable goods imported into the Domi-
nion amounted to $54,182,967, against
$55,430,012 in 1879, and the agyregate
duty was £14,133,483, against 512,938,140,
In 1877 and 1878 the imports were
$60,916,770 and $59,773,039 respectively,
the duty collected having been in the
former $12,511,567, and in the Iatter
$12,791,532. In 1875 the amount of duti-
able goods was $78,138,511, and the duty
$15,354,099. It must be constantly borne
in mind in studying these figures that there
has been a very considerable decline in
the value of goods of late years, and thag
one of the inevitable consequences of a
large -expenditure of foreign capital on
public works is to swell the imports. Of
the total dutiable goods imported last
year, amounting to $54,182,967, paying
duty, 814,133,483, about forty millions,
paying nearly ten millions :of duty, con-
sisted of the following twelve leading
articles, which we shall put in rotation
according to the revenue derived from
each: sugar, cottons; woollens, iron, tea,
silk, coal, breadstufls, leather, hats and
caps, flax and hemp, fruits and nuts. Of
these the four first-named articles yield
about 70 per cent. of the ten millions, As

it would scarcely be practicable to notice .

all the various articles imported, we

propose to examine the leading articles

and the course of trade during the

periods towhich we have called attention.
TUE SUGAR TRADE.

In 1875 the imports of sugar and

molasses were $5,334,697, and the aggre-

gate dulies ¢2,424,57], or about 414 per.

cent. In 1877 the imports were %6,033,-
847, and the duty 32,451,018, or abont 40
per cent.  In 1878 the imports were
§7,038,342, and the duty $2,502,975, or
about 40‘per cent. In 1879 the imports
were £6,509,703, and the duty $2,758,833
or about 42 percent. In 1880'the value of
imports was 4,580,471, and the duty
22,151,925, or nearly 47 percent. Theloss
of revenue by sugar hias been, it will be
observed, about £600,000 in. 1880. In
1879 the sugar duty collected in Ontario,
amounted to $1,313,349, in Quebec to
$876,731, in Nova Scotia to 8236418, and
in New Brunswick to 8195,356. In 1880
the duties collected in Ontario "were
§388,136, in. Quebec $1,354,398, in Nova
Scotia $208,561, and in New Brunswick,
The “bullk of the .duties is
derived from three classes of sugar, viz.,

-

that above No.14 Dutch Standard, thal
equal to 9 and not above 14, and that
below No. 9. In the higher class the
agaregate duties were $477,563, of which
$310,000 were on sugar from Great Britain;
and $61,000 from the United States, and
about. $100,000 from the Spanish and
British West Indies, chiefly the former,
and imported by Nova Scotia. Of the
duties on imports of sugar from Great
Britain, Ontario paid $138,000, and Quebec
£66,000, while the Jargest customer of
the United States was Brilish Columbia
which paid $38,000 of the 361,000, while
Ontario paid $15,000, and Quebec $1,000.
In the next class, 9 and upwards, the
aguregnte was $977,000, of which Quebec
paid 87235,000, Ontario $170,000, and Nova
Scotia $61,000. Rather over $800,000 was
paid on’ imports from the Spanish and
British West Indies, and Dutch Tast
Indies, chiefly from the. former. About
150,000 was paid on sugar from  Great
Britain and the United States, Ontario
paying nearly three-fourths of that class
of duties. The duties on the lowest class,
amounting in all to$440,000, were paid by
Quebec to the extent of $421,000, Ontario
paying $12,000, and Nova Scotia $6,030.
The foregoing statisties exhibit an extra-
ordinary revolution in the sugar trade
even in a single year. - We have greatly
extended our trade with the Spanish
West Indies, and have increased that
with the British West Indies, but there is
a fearful loss of revenue, and whatever
may; be the u'Iti‘ma‘te result of the beet
cultivation, there can be no doubt that it
will . affect the principal article on which
revenue is obtained to & considerable
extent. ) )
TEA TRADE. ,
We proceed to notice the change in the
tea trade. Comparing the years 1879 and
1880, it will be found that there was a loss
of fully £100,000 of revenue in the last
year, which there can searcely be a doubt
was owing to' entries having been made
in the early part of 1879, in anticipation
of an increase of duty. In 1879 the en-
tries of black teas for consnmption were
5,238,426 lbs., value, 81,185,667, duty,
$251,600; of green and Japan, 8,316,595
1bs., value, 81,825,714, duty, $492,316, In
1880 the black ten entered for consump-
tion from countries other than the United
States was 4,036,804, value, $1,035,139,
duty, $198,633. The green and Japan
was 4,616,511 lbs,, value, $1,086,772, duty,
$247,164. From the United States, black
tea, 644,650, value, $143,609, duty, 340,995
Green and Japan, 2,050,286 1bs., value,
$464,940, duty, $154,438. The- aggregate
imports of black tea'do not matenially
differ in:the two years, but in green there



