
must be self-formed and developed by re­
sistance to evil. We have had plenty of 
“evidences” in the manner of Paley or 
the Bridgewater Treatises, met by scepti­
cal argument on the other side; but has 
inquiry yet tried to fathom the mystery of 
human existence ?

IV. One thing for which I have earn­
estly pleaded is the abolition of clerical 
tests, which are in fact renunciations of 
absolute loyalty to truth. Would this in­
volve the dissolution of the Churches? 
Nothing surely can put an end to the need 
of spiritual association or to the useful­
ness of the pastorate so long as we believe 
in spiritual life. I think I have seen the 
most gifted minds, such as might have 
done us the highest service in the quest of 
truth, condemned to silence by the tests.
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