
courage of their convictions, as 
was illustrated by the act of one 
Conrad Vandusen, a tavern- 
keeper at the village. Before the 
church was built the meetings 
were held at his tavern. The 
larger the gathering, the more 
grog he hoped to sell. He him
self became a convert to the sim
ple faith of the missionary and 
took his axe and cut down his 
sign post and abandoned the 
lucrative business of dispensing 
intoxicants to his neighbors. His 
influence appears to have long 
outlived him, for the first tem
perance society in Canada was 
organized in his native village on 
January 4th, 1830, and bore upon 
its banner the rather imposing 
title of “The Adolphustown 
Union Sabbath School Temper
ance Society.”
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