
AMERICAN ANNALS.

Friday.Oct.

12, land

discuverej.

CoIimil»u5

and hismen

1492. pca:;c the mariners, happily occurred. A light^

. . seen by Columbus at ten in the night of the

eleventh of* October, was vjcwed ,
as the harbinger,

of the wished for hind ; and early the next morn-
ing land was distinctly seen. ' At sun rise, all the

boats were manned and armed, and the adventur-

ers rowed toward the shore, witn warUke music^

and other martial pomp. The .cpast, in the mean
time, was covered with people,* who were attract-

ed by the novelty of the spectacle, and whose atti-

tudes and gestures strongly expressed their aston*^

ishment. Columbus, richly dressed, and holding

a naked sword in his hand, went first on shore, ana
gooii shore, was followed by his men, who, kneeling ^own witii

him, kissed the ground with tearsj of joy, and re-

turned thanks for the success of the voyage. Tha
land was one of the Islands of the New World, cab-

led by the natives, Guanahana. ' Columbus, as-

suming the title and authority of adniiral, called it^

San Salvador j and, by setting up a cross, took'

possession of it for their Catholic majesties.*, ^,iror>

Many of the natives stood around, and gazea a,t

the strange ceremony in silent admiration. Thougjx
shy at first through fear, they sooii became famil-

iar with the Spaniards. The admiral, perceiving

that they were simple and inoffensive, gave thein

I The voyage from Gomerawas 3s <Jay9; a longer time than 9ny man
had ever bceu known to be from the sight of land.

_ a They " appeared in the simple innocence of nature, entirely naked.'\

RoberttoH.
'

3 It is one of.that cluster of the West India islands, called Bahamas,
lying in the ajth. degree of north latitude, above 3000 miles to the west
vf Gomera. Robertson, i. book ii. Belknap Biog. i. lOi* The authors oi^

the Universal History [xli. 350, 331.] erroneously affirm this first discov-

ered island to be the one, now called New Providence, which is another

of the Bahama islands, in its neighbourhood. The island, discovered by
Columbus, still retains its original Indian name, though it is also denoml-*

nated in maps, Cat Island. It is remarkable for nodiing, but the event

that we have recited.

4 Life of Columbus, c. ii. xvi—xri, xxiii. Peter Martyr, 2. Herrera, i.

47. Purcha.0, i. 729, 730. European Settlements in i\ix\erica, i, j—'{i.'

Robertson, i. 119, u 8. „.'i:'
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